
4 THE AFFABLE STRANGER

moment. Before leaving Toronto I had been 
assured that I should be much irritated by the 
egotism of Americans regarding the winning of 
the war. With this in mind I resolved to take 
no part in the conversation if the subject came 
up for discussion, but to listen attentively.

For the first half-hour we travelled mostly in 
silence, entering the items of our expense ac­
counts in notebooks after the manner of trav­
ellers, re-reading letters that had been read 
hurriedly before boarding the train, and gen­
erallyputting our affairs in order before settling 
down to view the scenery and kill time on the 
long trip.

Finally the ice was broken by a breezy 
Westerner who had just made the trip across 
Canada from Vancouver to Montreal. He 
mentioned casually that he was from Seattle 
and at once launched on a eulogy of all that 
he had seen and experienced on his Canadian 
trip. Here was just what I was looking for, 
and at once I was all attention. It would prob­
ably have caused surprise and some indigna-


