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Leewanl Islands. Jamaica must, I apprehend, be admitted as falling more or loss

within the category of places of which the occupation conduces to the general

strength of the empire abroad. The regular troops in it ought, doubtless, to bo
rr . r )d writhin the smallest compass whicli Her Mi\iesty's Government, assisted

by professional advisers, may consider compatible with safety ; but so long as a
Colonial system is upheld at all, I should think it could not be denied that this

great island ought to bo the seat of some Imperial force, maintained at the national

charge. In the Windward and Leeward Islands I quite admit that the troops

ought not to be scattered about for purposes ofpolice, but I think that there ought

to be some small central force sufficient to protect any arsenals that we possess

in this region, and also to be moved in case of need to any scene of insurrection

or civil disturbance.

Eastbrn Colonies.

Ckylon appears to have contained, in 1857, about 2,386 troops. The War
Office Return appended to the Report exhibits the charges at home for the troops

serving in the Colonies, including a proiiortion of the whole dead weight of the

British army, the cost of transport, and the military expenditure on the spot.

This last amounted, for Ceylon, in 1857, to 137,776/., of which the Colony paid

74,359/., or an ample half. Whether it should be required to increase this

contribution must be a question for Her Majesty's Government. This Colony at

present is spending large sums on railways and other reproductive works. The
more, of course, that it may bo judged proper to take for military purposes, the

less will remain for those other objects which promote the development of

wealth.

Mauritius.— I1ie force in 1857 was 850, the military expenditure on the spot

74,215/.; the contribution of the Colony, 17,795/., which has since been
increased. The island could probably afford more, and if sjrmmetry be thought a
desirable object, when practicable, this Colony might be able to contribute, as

Ceylon has done, a sum equal to about half the cost on the spot of providing for

its defence and internal security.

HoNQ Kong.—The force in 1857 was 820; the expenditure on the spot

67,180/. This Colony has only recently been able to defray its civil expenditure,

it has contributed nothing towards its military expenditure ; and I suppof"^ *\ t

the garrison will always be within the limit of the amount deemed indispensable

for general national objects.

Western Coast of Africa.

On the settlements in this part of the world I have submitted at an earlier stage

some general observations. The force in 1857 was 1,012 ; the expenditure on

the sjwt was 58,946 /., of which 099/. was locally contributed. It would certainly

appear desirable that the forces on this coast should be kept within the smallest

amount consistent with the objects for which they are employed. Whether they

can be reduced, and to what extent, is a military question, that can only be dealt

with by the Government, with tlio aid of such military advice as it may deem it

necessary to take.

Cape ok Good Hope.

One considerable Colony alone has not been noticed in the preceding review,

and that is the Cape of Good Hope. At this place wc maintain, not a garrison,

but rather an army. The average force for five years would seem by Parliamentary

Retunis to have been 7,000, and in 1857 it is reported by the War Office at

upwards of 10,000. Exclusive of all home charges, and of the cost of transport,

the military expenditure of 1857 is rctimipd at 649,878/., being nearly two-tliirds

of a million. In tlie same year was voted one of a y.-ries of annual grants of

40,000/., for civilising the Kaflirs, and averting disputes with the natives. It is

true that theses efforts have given us the satisfaction of being able to say that we
have not had a Kaffir war, but nine or tun thousand troops constitute such an

2S2. C . army


