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efTentially differ ; it is exceedingly difficult

to determine, in the abftra6l, the utmoft

poffible publick good which may be attain-

ed in any country ; this political problem

has been found too difficult for the bell

Lawgivers, the ableft Statefmen, and the

moft confummate Writers and Philofo-

phers; the REPUBLIC of Plato, the

Utopia of SiPv Thomas More, and the

Oceana of HarPvINGTON have all been

the reveries ofgreat and excellent men, dif^

fbring from each other in theory, and none

of them reducible to pra6lice : Local inte-

refts and prejudices, ancient lav/s and ha-

bits, various combinations of internal ex-

pediency, numerous relations of external

intereils and conne61:ions, and the great

dangers ot general innovation, muft, when

united, place an inllirmountable barrier

againft ipeculative Politicians.—Men of

warm imaginations frequently confound

the poffibk with the prohahk^ and, having

created, by the plaftic powers of Fancy, a

new people, in a new country, and in the

pure ftate of Nature, they model them at
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