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tlioni^cli nind be thrown nt us. I yiehl the jinth to n small

rliiniuey-sweeper as readily as to a lady; and forbear iVoni

an interehaug'e of courtesies with a J)illin^'sgate heroine,

even though at heart I may have a i)roud consciousness

that 1 should not altogether go to the wall in such an
encountei'.

1 left I^higland in August, ](S()1. At that time, and for

some months i)revious, I think that the general English
feeling on the American (juestion was as follows ;

" This

wide-s])read nationality of the United ^States, with its

enormous territorial jjossessions and increasing pojjuhition,

has fallen asunder, torn to ])ieces by the weight of its

own discordant parts,—as a, congregation when its size has

become unwieldy will septu'ate, and reform itself into two
wholesome wholes. It is well that this should be so, for

the ])eople are not homogeneous, as a people should be

who are called to live together as one nation. They have

attempted to combine free-soil sentiments with the prac-

tice of slavery, and to make these two antagonists live

together in ])eacc and unity under the same roof. But, as

we have long expected, they have failed. Now has come
the period for separation ; and if the people would only

see this, and act in accordance witli the circumstances

Avhicli Providence and the inevitable hand of the world's

ruler has prepared for them, all would be well. But they

will not do this. They will go to war with each other.

The South will make her demands for secession with an
arrogance and instant pressure which exas])erates the

North ; and the North, forgetting that an equable temper
in such matters is the most powerful of all weapons, will

not recognise the strength of its own position. It allows

itself to be exasperated, and goes to war for that which if

regained would only be injurious to it. Thus millions on
millions sterling will be spent. A heavy debt will be

incurred ; and the North, which divided from the 8outh
might take its place among the greatest of nations, will

throw itself back for half a centmy, and perhaps injure

the splendour of its ultimate prospects. If only they

would be wise, throw clown their arms, and agree to part

!

But they will not."
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