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his Exccllency would, in the prefent Conjunft-

ure, givc me a proper Explaiiation with regard

to the Naval Armamcnts which had been carried

on in the various Ports of this Couniry ; and to

aik for an explicit Eclaircifîèment with relation

to the Deftination of the Spanijh Fleet v'*as wcU

as to inform myfelf particularîy, from his Ex-

cellency, what were the Difpofidons of thç Ca-

tholick King to maintain Friendlhip, and to çul-

tivate a good Correfpondence with His Majefty;

alledging, that this Meafure was judged by

England to bc the njore abfolutely neceflàry ac

prefent, as the Frencb Emiffaries, and the Parti-

fans of our Enemies, were attempting, by every

Method, to propagate the Belief of an approach-

ing Rupture with Spain^ in Conjunétion with

France j thereforc the King thought Himièlf

ftrongly called upon, from the indifpenfable

Motives of what His Majefty owes to His
Crown, and to His People, to expedfc to havc a
categorical Anfwer to the Queftions I had put,

by His Royil Command. The lad Time I faw

M. IVall, which was the fifth Meeting we had
together, I renewed thofe Queftions, and thcn

received exaétly the famé Anfwer which had been

given me the firft Time ; That Spain was fur-

prized Great Britain fhould take timbrage at any
Naval Préparations, ihe was, or had been ma<
king fmce the AccefÏÏon of his prefent Catholick

Majefty 5 for, including both the Ships ofthe
Line, as well as the Frigates, the whole Number

, did not cxceed in ail that of Twenty ; which
M. WaU aflured me were, by lèverai, rewer than

thofë which had been equipped during the Reign
of tbe latc King Ferdinand, His Excçllenqr toTd


