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and respectability ^ the mother is the iuster oftheh&p^ GeiNnral'

SaHnuel^Smith ; and, consequentlv. the statioir bf the fa^m)^ m jttP:

ciety is with the first of the Unit' States. These circaiQsbuiqei^

fi^ ranfe in a country where there fflre no hereditary titles^ '~ — ^

>Your treaty has obtained nearly a genera! approbations Tl^'
federalists spoke aiid voted against it, but they are now so redPii^

eedia tlieir numbers as to be nothing. The questioid oii its ra#^;^

fication in the Senate was decided by twenty-four against seVeh^

which was ten more than enough. The vote in the House of
Representatives for making provision for its execution, was carried'

bvte^hty-nine against twenty-three, which was a majority of sixty^^

sjx, and the necessary bills are going through the Houses by greatei'

majorities. Mr. Pichon, according to instructions from ? 3S go-

vernment, proposed to have added to the radfication a protesitauon-^

against any failure in time or other circumstances of execution, on
our part. He was told, that in that case we should annex a

counter protestation, which would leave the thing exactly where it

was. That this transaction had been conducted from the com-
mencement of the negotiation to this stage of it, with a frankness

and sincerity honorable to both nations, and comfortable to the

heart of an honest man to review ; that to annex to this last chap-

ter of the transaction such an evidence of mutual distrust, was to

chaise its aspect dishonorably for us both, and contrary^ to truth

as to us ; for that we had not the smallest doubt that France wV>uId

punctually execute its part; and I assured Mr. Pichon that I hlid

more confidence in the word of the First Consul than in all the

pairchrpent we could sign. He saw that we had ratified the treaty

;

ttiat both branches had passed by great majorities one of the bills

for execution, and would soon pass the other two ; that no circum>*j|

stances remained that could leave a doubt of our punctual per**

formance ; aod like an able and an honest m'lnister (which he is in

the highest degree) he undertook to do, what he knew his em-
ployers would do themselves, were they here spectators of all the

existing circumstances, and exchanged the radfications purely and
simply : so that this instrument goes to the world as an evidence

of th6 candor and confidence of the nations in each other, which

will have the best eiSects. This was the more justifiable, as Mr.
Pichon knew thi^t Spain had entered with us a protestation against

oujt ratification of the treaty, grounded, first, on the assertion that

the First Gpnjsid b&d not executed the conditions ofthe treatierof

cession, and secondly, that he had broken a solemn promise not to

aljenatf the cqiiqtl^ to any nation. ^ We answered, that thesctwere
private qiiesubns between France and Spain, which they must


