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philosophical hypothesis wo have on the subject of percep-

tion, and to have, with small variations, retained its author 'y

to this day." Granted that Dr. Reid exaggerated ine

extent to which metaphysicians have kept up the nc '^n

of ideas as real images of things, few will deny that it aoes

linger much in modern minds, and that people who talk of

ideas do often, in some hazy metaphorical way, think of sen-

sible images.^ One of the shrewdest things ever said about

either ideas or ghosts was Bishop Berkeley's retort upon Halley,

who bantered him about his idealism. The bishop claimed the

mathematician as an idealist also, his " ultimate ratios " being

ghosts of departed quantities, appearing wlien the terms that

produced them vanished.

It remains to sum up in few words the doctrine of souls, in

the various phases it has assumed from first to last among
mankind. In the attempt to trace its main course through

the successive grades of man's intellectual history, the evi-

dence seems to accord best with a theory of its development,

somewhat to the followinc: effect. At the lowest levels of cul-

ture of which we have clear knowledge, the notion of a gh -st-

soul animating man while in the body, ai:d appearing in dream

and vision out of the body, is found deeply ingr^.'^ed. TV jre

is no reason to think that this belief yras le rrnt. by sa'. age

tribes from contact with higher races, nor that i' " a reiic of

higher culture from which the savage tribes have degenerated
;

for what is here treated as the primitive animihh'} theoiy is

thoroughly at home among sava;.es, who appear to hi..'l it on

the very evidence of their senses, interpreted on tite biological

theory which seems to them most reasonable. We may now

and. then hear the savage doctrines and practices concerning

souls claimed as relics of a l)igh religious culture p'>rvading the

primaeval race of man, Tliey are said to be traces of remote

ancestral religion, kept up in scanty and perverted memory by

tribes degraded from a nobler state. It is easy to see that such
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