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were little acquainted. This knowledge they fo far im-

•proved, by fomctimes Tiding with the Dutch, and fome-

times with us, that in the fpace of lefs than twenty years,

they found themfelves able to encounter either nation, and

in 1676, actually beat the Dutch and the Spaniards in the

JMiditerraneariy and killed the famous admiral ^^ i^z/^i/^r^.

A3 At

«• The inquifitive reader may find a fuccinft view of the rife

and progrefs of the French naval power, under the reign of
Lewis XIV in the 7 chap, of the xiv. book of father Daniel's

hiftoire de la milite Fran9oife. But, to place this matter in the

clearefl light, and to give the Engliih reader a competent idea

of the French force at fea, as well as to enable him to judge
for himfelf, (which none of oar naval writers have done) of
the comparative ftrenglh of Engliih and French fleets and
fquadrons, I (hall here give an exad abftrait of the ftate of
the French fleet, as it ftood in 1681 j and it was yet in a better

condition at the beginning of the war, to which recourfe may
be had on all occafions.

Abstract of the French Fleet.
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