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632 INDIAN llACES OF AMERICA.

Unlike the natives of the cold climes of Northern Amer-

ica, the Fuegians totally neglect the precaution of fortify-

ing themselves against the severities of winter by warm

and comfortable eloth.ing. Tlie majority of tbe men go

almost entirely naked. A single skin of the guanaco (a

southern quadruped of the genus of the llama), or of the

different species of seal, thrown over the shoulders, and,

in a few instances, reduced to the semblance of a garment,

by a girdle, is all that is seen in the way of clothing.

Some slight fillets are worn about the head, rather f; )m

a fancy for ornament than as a covering. The le:i aios

usually wear an entire guanaco skin, in the loose fold of

which, above the belt, they carry their infants: a more

convenient method than that adopted in some northern

climes, of stowing the child in the huge boot.

The huts which they inhabit are built, much after the

fashion of the ordinary Indian wigwam, of poles bent to-

gether at the top, or of stiff stakes plf jed in the form of

a cone. These rude dwellings are neither tight nor com-

fortable : they are generally intended merely for temporary

domiciles, as the necessity for constant migration in search

of the products of the sea and coast, renders any perma-

nent settlement impracticable. The arts of agriculture are

entirely unknown or disregarded. Sundry attempts have

been made to introduce the cultivation of such vegetables

as the soil is adapted to producing, but the ignorance and

barbarity of the inhabitants prevented their appreciation

of the advantages which would result from the operation,

and the experiments utterly failed.

Most of the Fuegians are s..pplied with roughly-con-

structed bark canoes. In the centre of these a fire is

always kept burning upon a bed of sand or clay. Fire is

obtained by striking sparks from the iron pyrites upon a

tinder prepared from some dried fungus, or moss, which

materials are always kept at hand; but the difficulty of


