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, Clarke'^ Crossino, N.W.T., 20th May, 18S5.

Sir,— I have the honor to report that on tho 10th inst., I foft tho SaHlcsUchpiwm
Landin/T in charge of bargo '' Captain LeonanJ," huvinf^'on board thirty (iJO) offlcoiH,

non-corarnisHioned officers and men, as follows : 5 officors, 4 non-cotnmiHsioned oflic ••-

21 men, boing ()art of Conipunies 2 and 4, 7th Finilior^ ; also thoir nocosHarioR an ; ..

large cargo of onU. At D u.m., we i^ot stranded, our mon having to uvko to tho watc •

and after two hours' hard work succeodcd in floatin'^ hor. At 3 p.m., we a^air) i^roanilo

J

and laboui'cd until G.oO p.m., in tho water, without txny etfect; wj then roHtod for luu

ttijrbi and iriod it aj^ain early tho lollowinjjj murninj^, without any hope of »w,w ^

Ab'^ut ]>.m., a lin'.ail boat arrived from Major Smith, 7th Fuvilierti,a8kini^ tho troiil^'

I informed him by letter, Htating th-.it unless he -ont help to take mo otf [ would h:...

to unload on tho loUowing niorning. 1 icc«iv«d a mossairo to huvo tho cart^'

pfji^8ib!e, but if I could not, to unload. After workinj* until 10 a.m., I dccido<i

onload, and in on'cr to save the oat.i a.s much a.s possible 1 made a base of hay b:i:

and piled the oat bi)<T8 on top, leaving them hiu;h and dry, about 20 milo8 from ih-

Landing, on iho tight side. Wo continued getting stranded from four to six times f

.

da}', our men having in most cases to strip and roratiin from half to two hours o. u

time, until Satunlay. On that day, about 10 am., I noticed the "C;ipt. J. A. .'u'

Dor. aid " stuck fast wiih all mon in the water, alihough far in advance. I though'
proper to snub up and wait, on account of her being tho last boat, Sho got i'

about 2 p.m., and wo sailed in company utjLil about;) p.m., when both got stranii

The men of both boats got out and worked on my boat but could not tree hor i^

we unload'.' 1, whitdi wo did and cleaned bo.- out. When cleaning her out wo i'oiir

quantity of oats and water (8 inches) in tho hold. It took us uotil Sunday, 9 u,: .

to get her in ided and floating again. Daring tho entire time thai wo wero separa;",)

from the tUoiila, the reveilio was sounded at 3.80 a.m., and ran till dark, mak
every ctiort to counteract our difficulty.

.Hefuro closing this report, I b'>g leave to draw your attention to tho help
C'/itidition ri.y boat waib left in. Our rations wo»o so limited that I had to limi,
men to three, and afterwards two hard tacks per day, %vhile i understand so-ii

the flotilla had plenty and to spare. And I as.suroyou if it bad not bovMi for tho tic

aid given us by your boai cur men migni' have sulforcd {\ora hunger.
1 beg leave al-o to sta'o the ab enco of any medical u^.slst.^ncc ; a number (

from the water attacked with cramps. &.; , and "wo wore pcrfectiy helpk-ss. Wo ,

wt'.ii Kcveral accidents to tho boat, and fo^iud no tools for repairs on boaid, which .

cao-ed delay.

I have tho honor to remain. Sir,

Youj' obedient servant,

(Signed) R DILLON,

Capfain
LioatcnantColonol Deacon,

Commanding tho " r iolilla."

Clarkk'^ Crcssivo, 2i/th May, 1885.

Pi^*.- -1 have the honor to report that I was in command of tho bu-go " Gen
Middle-or. ;" loft the Landing at iJ a.m., on Monday, May ilth ; :;rrivod here ;t

a.m., Wtd.nesday, Muy 20th.
The third day out, on account of high winds and swift current, wo ran ir'

long Ci'cok about 4 milos in Icugth, coming into shallow water, where wo foun.;
totally imposhible to get out, and afcer trying every moans in our power, diggin
the vs'ater with spades, &c., men being in'tho waior from 3 p.m., to '.» p.m., and i

daylight to 9 a.m., wo were under the noco.sjity of du.nping out sixty bi^'s of 0:it;


