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SERMiOM
DELIVERED BY

THE KEY. J3K M"D. DAWSON,
OF oa?TA.WA.,

At the solemn mass op requiem, which was CELEUBATED in the parish CBt'RCH OF

l'ORIGNAL, diocese of OTTAWA, ON TUESDAY, 28tH APRIL, 1868, FOR THE REPOSE

OP THE SOUL OF THE HON. THOS. DARCY m'OEE.

"Thuiidid this man die, leaving not only to

young men, but also to the whole nation, the

memory of his death for an example of virtue and
fortitude ii. Mach. iv. 31."

As the heroic Eleazar was barbarously slain

by the executioners of a ruthless persecutor

because he would not betray the laws and ?n

-stitutions of his country, so was that pat-

riotic man—that faithful and powerful friend

ofCanada, the IIon.Thcs. D'Arcy McGee doom-
ed to an untimely grave, by the members
and agents ol an association or secret " bro-

therhood" which ain^s at subverting the ins-

titutions aud the State of Canada. None of

you are unaware, dear brethren, that in order

lo accomplish a purpose fo odious to us all

and in every respect so wicked aT)d upjustifi-

uble, the leaders of this association organized

an armed force collected in the cities and
other places ef tha neighboring Republic, and
after having made the most formidable

t)reparatlons of which they were capable, act-

ually crossed the Canadian frontier, and car

ri-ed the terrors ofwar into our peaceful homea.

To resist this most lawless of all invasions,

was Buvely the duty uf our people—and of

all onr people. To denounce the invaders

was aike imperative ou every good citizen. As
a representative citizen—as a public man in

\\ horn his fellowcouutrymeu placed unbound-
ed confidence, the statesman and orator whose
loss we mourn, exposed and brought to light

the hidden and Lostile machinations of these

worst enemies that Canada has ever known.
These Enemies of our peace and prosperity

could exbtcise, and it is well known, did exer.-

cise, a certain influence in our community, by
means of spies and secret agencies in oor
cities. By denounciLg thf^se also, the learned

«nd patriotic gentleman rendered their wick*

ed schemes abortive. Nothing more was ne-

cessary in order to draw down their vengenee
on his head. For this they pursued him with

unrelenting hate. For this they reviled and
calumniated him. For this, one of their num-
ber more cruel, more fool-hardy, and moio
cowardly than the rest, struck him,anuD>
armed, defenceless man, at an unguarded
itoment in the dead of night. But in prop'Or-

tion to their dark malevolence and inveterate

hatred, is now and ever will be the gratitude

of his fellow-countrymen. So long as liberty

itself shall be appreciated, so long will Can-
adians ba gratetul to him who was its ablest

defender. Where would be now those insti-

tutions of which we arc so justly proud, if the

schemes which the enemy contrived and plot-

ted in the dark had been allowed to come to

to maturity ? Where the peace which we en-
joy ? our prosperity ? our national happi-

ness ? Where those equal rights which we
claim and possess under the guardianship of

our free representative Government? All

these were impsriiled. And ho who so nob-

ly fell when labouring to avert the threatened

loss of so many blessings, may be well ac-

counted a martyr in our caus^^, the caus^ of

our institutions, Avhtther sacred or politi-

cal, no less than in the cause of our
constitution itself, to which we firmly hold

as the surest bulwark of our liberties. If an
aged man of four score and ten is praised itl

in Holy Writ because that he laid down his life

for bis country and his country's laws, even
more n: ust we bq permited to extol a patriot-

ic fellow-countryman who in the very prime
of life, and in the mids'^ofa career brilliant

as it was useful, exposed himself to death,

and met death, whilst courageously thwarting

the designs of our enemies, and driving far

from tlie Ut)d be loved-—the land of hU choice

g^r/^


