The jortnightly Mail [FeBRUARY

Leartily as any other Member of the
House at that time, but, unfortunately,
“beiug rather new to parliamentary life,
in the course of the remarks which I
made, I stated that I did not think the
inconvenience with reference to the mails
would be so great as was supposed, but
that the inconvenience in other ways
would be very great indeed. I helieve
that the disadvantage arising from the
loss of the mail service would be consider-
able,and the loss in otherways,very serious.
I understand that the TImperial Govern-
meut have withdrawn their half of the
subsidy ; and if the Canadian Govern-
ment do not feel in a position to double
the amount they formerly paid, no
company can be got to perform the entire
service for less. T hope that the Govern-
Mment will make some arrangement by
Which the fortnightly service can be con-
tinued during the summer months, when
the weekly mails are landed at Rimouski.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I under-
Stood the hon. gentleman to say last
Sasgion that the inconvenience would not
be felt in the loss of the mail service, but

Was confined principally to passengers

aud freight.
Which the Government cou'd continuethe

Subsidy is the accommodation which the

mail gervice affords.

Hen. Mr. POWER—I shall read
What T said upon this point last year.
In the course of the first remarks which

addressed to the House T said: ¢ The
Practical result, so far as the mails were
‘Concerned, would not, I think, be very
Serious.”  Afferwards, in explaining my
View, I said that “I had not stated it
Ywould not he an inconvenience to have
the majlg withdrawn, but that it would
1ot be & very gerious ome.” I made a
mstake lagt vear in belittling the im-
bortance of tie mail service, but it was
not a very serious one, and one which I

should have thought might have been
overlooked,

Hon.' Mr. SCOTT—The eircumstances
that existed at the time this joint subsidy
from the Imperial and Canadian Govern-
Meuts to this fortnightly steamer was
Blven, were entirely different from those
Which exist to-day. At that time it was
& matter of importance that the mails for
the Maritime Provinces should bs sent in
that way. Tt was then the m

ost expedi-
Hon, Mr, Power,

Now, the ouly ground on:

d
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tious mode of delivering them at Halifax
and other points in the Lower Provinces.
Since then Halifax has been furnished
with a weekly mail for nearly six months
in the year. Of cowse it could not be
contended that during that time there
was any possible inconvenience. During
the other portions of the year, when the
steamers of the Allan Line come up the St.
T.awrence, I am advised—and I think it
was generally admitted last year—that the
great bulk of the mails for the Maritime
Provinces would go as quickly by the
regular weekly scrvice as by the fort-
nightly steamer, inasmuch ag the mails
could be landed at Rimouski and rapidly
conveyed to all points East by rail. As
'was admitted in the debate last year, the
! Government would not be justified in
' keeping np the subsidy for any other rea-
| son than for the delivery of. the mails
No doubt it would be an advantage to
the Halifax merchants, if the fortnightly
steamers, carrying freight, were subsidized
by the Government, but that is not a
principle which the Government can
adopt. It was quite understood years
ago, that the subsidy was to continue only
| to the opening of the Intercolonial Rail-
The British Government frequent-
ly called attention to the fact, and asgoon
- as that railway was completed they with-
drew their aid. During the current year,
if I am rightly informed, the steamer has
only received $7.500; that was paid by
Canada, the British Government having,
in June last—the end of the fiscal year—
withdrawn their portion of it. In
answer to the question put by the hon.
Senator from Amherst, I may say I
do not think it is probable that the sub-
sidy will be continued during the next
year.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—DPerhaps the
Hon. the Secretary of State will allow me
to correct him on a matter of fact, in
which he seems to be strangely misled.
His answer is given under the impression
that the arrival and departure of the
mails at Rimouski will accommodate the
people of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island just as well as if delivered ag
Halifax, and he says he derived that im-
pression from the debate last year. There
may, possibly, have been soms color for
it by the solitary statement of the hon.
Member from Halifax, but he has taken
the opportunity to-day to correct that

' way.




