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CHILD POVERTY • (1405 )

As reported in a recent article in the Montreal Gazette, “A 
Reform MP asserted that almost 25 per cent of refugee claimants 
have criminal records, when in fact all reliable figures place the 
rate at less than 2 per cent”.

By making statements like these, Reform members not only 
imply an inability to grasp the concept of decimal points but also 
imply an overzealous desire to paint refugees in a negative 
manner regardless of the facts.

It is disappointing that neither the member concerned nor his 
party has come clean and apologized for their mistake. In the 
name of integrity and honesty, I ask the leader of the Reform 
Party to apologize to the House for misleading Canadians.

Mrs. Karen Kraft Sloan (York—Simcoe, Lib.): Mr. Speak
er, Campaign 2000 released disturbing statistics today. The 
number of poor children in Canada has increased to almost 1.3 
million, an increase of 35 per cent since 1989. Campaign 2000 is 
a partnership of 51 organizations across Canada dedicated to 
promoting support for the all-party House of Commons resolu
tion to eradicate child poverty by the year 2000.

Campaign 2000 reports that Canadian children today are more 
likely to be poor, to be dependent on social assistance, to use a 
food bank and to live in families where parents are unemployed.

As a society we must no longer tolerate this horrible plight 
faced by many Canadian children. As members of Parliament we 
must tackle the problem of child poverty.

I urge the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Human 
Resources Development to allocate more resources toward 
improving the dismal situation of child poverty. We must not 
sacrifice future generations in our attempts to reduce the debts 
of current generations.

[Translation)

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Mr. Michel Daviault (Ahuntsic, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the 
Liberal government is stepping up its attack on our higher 
education system, under the pretext of reducing government 
spending.

After trying to dismantle the Royal Military College in 
Saint-Jean, the government is now going after universities in 
Quebec and Canada. In this regard, the Quebec federation of 
university professors is concerned about social reform trends 
affecting the financing of post-secondary education.

The Minister of Human Resources Development is trying to 
make the people believe that his reform will benefit learning. On 
the contrary, the minister is sabotaging higher education at a 
time when, in an increasingly competitive international market, 
economic competitiveness clearly depends on the quality of 
human resources.

GOVERNOR GENERAL

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I rise in the House to join with my colleagues in 
extending sincere congratulations to Romeo LeBlanc on his 
appointment as Governor General of Canada.

As a New Brunswicker and an Atlantic Canadian I must admit 
I am very proud of this appointment. I congratulate the Prime 
Minister on this wise and popular choice. Romeo LeBlanc is 
well respected in his home province of New Brunswick, in 
Atlantic Canada and indeed in all of Canada.

Romeo LeBlanc’s appointment as the first Governor General 
from Atlantic Canada demonstrates the high esteem the govern
ment has for Atlantic Canadians and goes a long way in 
dispelling the many slurs recently heard against Atlantic Cana
dians.

[English]

ELECTRONIC DEMOCRACY ’94

I congratulate Romeo LeBlanc and the entire LeBlanc family 
on this very happy occasion.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, next 
Monday and Tuesday a conference entitled Electronic Democra
cy ’94 will be taking place in Toronto. You must have noticed 
that every time Reform Party members mention electronic 
democracy or initiative or referendum or recall, Liberal mem
bers enthusiastically demonstrate their opposition to such radi
cal ideas.

It seems they have a redneck in their midst. The guest speaker 
with top billing at the conference next Monday and Tuesday is 
none other than the junior minister of science and technology. A 
sudden convert to real democracy, perhaps the member for

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Vancouver South, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I rise out of concern with the continued attempts by 
members of the Reform Party to portray immigrants and ref
ugees as criminals.


