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products of my riding, but unfortunately it is
becoming exceedingly difficult to secure
adequate cargo space to transport these goods
to overseas markets. In the timber industry
especially this condition has become serious,
and it is my hope that the government will
soon consider measures looking to its allevia-
tion.

My riding also includes three of the love-
liest suburbs of Vancouver, but I regret to say
that two of these municipalities are in the
hands of receivers. It is the feeling of the
residents of North Vancouver that their finan-
cial difficulties are mainly due to the action
taken in removing most of the taxable water-
front in North Vancouver from the muni-
cipal assesssment rolls, and to the operation
by a national agency of the Second Narrows
bridge which was built and financed by the
people of this district. At a later date I hope
to draw the attention of the government to
these matters in greater detail.

My riding has one other important asset,
one which I believe is often claimed for other
ridings. I believe that nowhere in Canada is
there such a magnificent and varied display
of scenic grandeur as is to be found on the
coast of British Columbia. Our snow-capped
mountains, our beautiful lakes and streams;
our matchless coastline indented with innumer-
able great bays and deep fiords and dotted
with countless islands; our unexcelled hunt-
ing, fishing, mountaineering and ski-ing, and
above all, our salubrious climate, which is
the envy of all Canada, serve to make the
coast of British Columbia the mecca of tourists
and sportsmen from all corners of the globe.

Transcending and overshadowing every other
issue before this house, Mr. Speaker, is the
war in which the British and French nations
are engulfed. This war is not of our seeking,
but is a conflict which was forced upon us
when it became apparent that the brutalities,
the treacheries and the aggressions of nazi
Germany directed against its small and de-
fenceless neighbours were destroying the peace
of the entire world and could not be curbed
by mere appeals for decency and tolerance
and justice or by the ordinary processes of
international law. To preserve the rights for
which our forefathers fought and died since
magna charta, the people of Canada, speak-
ing through their freely chosen representa-
tives assembled in parliament, decided that
the time had come to meet force with force.
Some two months ago the people of Canada
approved the united war effort of the preced-
ing administration. The people of Canada now
expect this government to press forward with
all the resources at their command to help
our allies bring this dreadful conflict to a
speedy and successful conclusion.

There were some who believed that com-
plete neutrality should be Canada’s attitude;
they cited the long and successful neutrality
of the Scandinavian and low countries as proof
of the wisdom of that course. The terrible
events of the last month must have proved a
rude awakening to these people.

The preceding administration was elected in
peace time, to govern this country in peace
time. Long before the war clouds began to
gather in Europe, we are proud to remember
that despite vigorous opposition this govern-
ment began to build up our national defences
and to prepare the skeleton organization for
the control of the economic resources of this
country should war develop. We on the
Pacific coast have had a better opportunity
than most people in other parts of Canada to
see and appreciate the great work of the
Department of National Defence in providing
us with an adequate system of coastal
defences. The people of Vancouver Centre
recently showed their approval in no uncer-
tain terms of the man chiefly responsible for
that program of coast defence.

The present government takes over its
duties refreshed and invigorated by the over-
whelming mandate of the people of Canada,
and is directly charged with the great task
of immediately supplying the maximum mili-
tary, financial and economic aid to our allies
in this death struggle. I am sure that in this
house to-day partisanship will be cast aside
and members of all parties will devote all
their energies to assisting the government in
this great task.

Mention is made in the speech from the
throne of increased taxation to assist in fin-
ancing the war. I think everyone in Canada
realized that increased taxation must come.
I am sure that today no one objects, because
everyone understands only too clearly that if
we lose this war, we lose everything. No
financial sacrifice can equal that of those who
are leaving homes and loved ones behind and
offering their lives for their country.

Second only in importance to our great
war effort is the planning for the reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation of this country after
the war is won. It has been said that no
peace-loving democracy is ever adequately
prepared for war. It is surely equally true
that a democracy at war should plan and pre-
pare for peace.

There has been another bitter struggle
fought in this country during the last ten
years, a struggle which has been waged,
grimly and silently, in far too many Cana-
dian homes. I refer to the never-ending
struggle against unemployment, poverty and
disease, against old age haunted by the fear
of want; the struggle of the youth of the



