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Winnipeg, of which Mr. Bruce Walker is
the chief. The actual work is entirely under
bis direction. Through the medium of bis
staff, he deals with the applications, pur-
chases the grain, and attends to its de.
livery. A lien is taken upon the home-
steader's land for the value of the grain. At
present a number of the officials of the
Land Department are assisting the Immi-
gration Department in the transaction of
this work.

Mr. SCHAFFNER. A few years ago the
government of Canada paid a large sum of
money for seed grain because of a great
failure of crop in the west. If in order, I
would ask the minister to 'give a short ex-
planation of the condition of that at present.
How much has been paid back, and how
much is stili unpaidP

Mr. OLIVER. I arn soTry I have not
got -the figures here, but some time ago
in answer to a question, I did give the
exact figures. Ont of ail the advances we
have mnade in ail these years, there is
only some;thing like $ 100,000 outstanding,
which is a very small fractione of the toital
amount.

Mr. SCHAFFNER. I quite agree that
if only $ 100,000 is outstanding, that is a
very satisiactory showing.

Canadien nationjal parks, further amount
reciuired, $8,OOO.

Mxe. DANIEL. How many national
parks have we P

Mr. OLIVER. We are arranging that
there shall be a Rocky Mounitain park
which 'will include what are now three
parks. This relaites especially to.the pur-
chaise of buffalo. Some years ago arrange-
ments were made to. purchase the hexd
owned by a man named Pablo, in Mon-
tana. We have now acquired nearly the
whole of this hexd. There is a small herd
owned by Mrs. Conrad, of Montana, which
we have acquired as -well. We have pur-
echased 30 head, of which 15 have been de-
livered and the other 15 are to be deliver-
ed in the spring.

Mr. DANIEL. How muclh does each
herd cost delivered in the park?

Mr. OLIVER. We paid'$250 per head
for Mrs. Conrad'a bard delivered, on board
the train. These buffal>e.s are erated so
that they are tainspoirted. under more
favourable conditions tha-n the herd 'we
bought from Mfr. Pablo wi.ch were put
into the cars, without any special arrange-
ment. We paid $200 par head. to Mr.
Pablo and the cost of transporttation,
which made the cost about $250 per head.

Mr. DANIEL. IIow many buffalo al
told, have you got?

Mr. OLIVER. About 950 head. We ire-
eeived oui first shipment in Jane, 1907,
199; Octobar, 1907, 211; July, 1909, 109;
October, 1909, 28; June, 1910, 46; October,
1910, 28. Thaere are still about, 70 head to
be delivared from the Pablo herd. We
h.ave already receivad 15 from, Mrs. Con-
rad *and axpeot 15 more in the spring.
Thon 'we shall have the only buffalo liard
of any account on the continent.

Mr. DANIEL. Axe they increaising by
natural inerease?

M.r. OLIVER. Yes, but they have been
at very consideraible disadvantage so far
on account o! the very rough chetraoter of
the trip, the rounding of them. up, and
shipping on the train. We loeated the
first .two shipmants in a temporary paxk
and had toý raship theru again, 80 that the
main hard bas only been in quiet coindi-
tion -on thair present location for abourt a
year and -a bal!.

Mi. DANIEL. Diýd not some cf them
starupedaF

Mr. OLIVER. No. I read in the paper
ýthat a prairie flua had, burnt arway part o!
the fence and that the buffalo had escaped'
and wara lost on the prairie. Th-at waa
exaggerated. There was a fire but it did
not hurn the fence and the buffalo did not
escape.

Mr. HERRON. Do you propose to, put
any buffalo on any part of the r'eserve at
Kootanay lakes? That would ha a very
suitabla portion of country and the people
are anxious to have them there.

Mr. OLIVER. We are not preparad to
dacide until we have secured aIl we -x-
pect to get from the United etatea. One
of our objects is that they shail form, «n
attraction in the différent pleasure resorts
we hope toi astablieli frorn time to tirne.
We have mot yet taken up the question of
establishing the Kootenay lakes park as
a pleasure resort, but we hope to be ab-le
to, do so hefre long, and no douht will
be able to add the attraction o! a emal
band of buffalo. 0f course it would be
useleas to asta-bliali a herd there before wa
are prepared to take very good care of
them. Ths.t park is, very clos to thie
houndary, and I would not like to risk
many cf these animais there unleas tthey
were very carefully looked alter.

Mr., HERRON. Does the last purchaee
that waa made take in about the leut o!
the herds that were in the United StatesP

Mr. OLIVER. There may be soe amaîl
bands in other places, but we are inform-
ed that the huif alo we purchased were the
only bands of any considarable size in the
United States.
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