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Mir. McCALL. How much per thousand
feet does this creosoted timber cost?

Mr. PUGSLEY. From $50 to $56, ac-
oording to the place where iii is delivered.

Mir. MeCALL. What dues ordinary tim-
ber flot creosoted costP

Mr. PUGSLEY. I couid not say off-
hand. Our department has neyer pur-
chased southern pine which is not creosot-
ed.

Mr. McCALL. 1 arn not dispoeed to cri-
ticise the department. Unquestionably
there are proceses for preselrving timber;
but it is a q1uestion whether the cSt of
preserving it might flot be equal to the cost
of buying the timber two or three times
over. Southern pine should be delivered
at $16,or $17 a thousand feet. For creosot-
ing timber a very extensive plant is re-
quired, and many of the railways are hesi-
tating to put in plants on account of their
great cost. While the process will preserve
timber for a considerable length of time,
it will flot protect it from ordinary wear
where it cornes into contact with iron.

Mir. PUGSLEY. I may say that the late
depiity minister of railways, Mr. Butler,
who has given a great deal of thought to
this question of creosoting railway ties as
well'as other timber, expressed the opinion
to me very strongly that it would be great-
ly in the public interest if creosoting works
were established and if ail tirnber used for
railway ties and in the construction of
wharfs were creosoted.

Mir. DANIEL. Will the minister state of
whoin the company hie spoke of je compos-
ed, and whether this industry je to be es-
tablishied or not?

Mir. PUGSLEY. All 1 can say je that it
ie an English company, which was repre-
sented by two engineers who were intro-
duced to me by the late deputy minister of
railways, Mir. Butler. They were negatiat-
ing with me, and the question with thern
was as to whether they could get a site
near the Intercolonial railway. I do not
know that they have succeeded in acquir-
ing a site, but it was represented to me
that, if they could get a site, they were
prepared to estabiish the works.

Mr. DANIEL. In what way doee the
minister propose te purchase this creosoted
timber? Ras hie a purchasing agent, or
d-os he get tenders, and, if so, frorn whorn?

Mir. PTJGSLEY. The purchases are mnade
through the engineers, and the directions
given are to get pricea from the agents of
the different concerne that seil this creo-
ooted timber. There are not rnany of them.

Mr. DANIEL. That ie, the local agents
in Canada?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Yes.
Mr. BAEKER. I suppose the miniater is

aware that for more than twenty years this
question -of creosoting timber for ties hae
been before the railway companies, but not
a railway company, sa f ar as known, has
yet gone into this business, because the
officiais have neyer been able to satisfy
themeelves that the very large expense je
justified by the extension of the life of the
tie. Ras the minister gone into that ques-
tion before expending $50,000 -on behail of
a couple -of gentlemen from England who
want to establish an industry here at the ex-
penseof the governmentP What efforts has
the minisker made te ascertain 'whether
this je really a thing that we ought to spend
so rnuch money upon, or whether it is sim-
'ply a littie bonus to soine Englieli gentle-
men who are coming out here to try what
they can do in Canada in the way of an
experiment that is ab-out twenty years old?

Mr. PUGSLEY. We do not propose, out
of this vote, te pay any bonus. This je
.sirnply for the purchase of creoeoted tira-
ber. At present the intention ie te buy it
as we have bouglit it hitherto-from. the
companies in the southern states that creo-
sote timber. But, if works are established
for the production of creosoted timber in
Canada, and if it offers timber on favour-
able terme, we would naturally prefer to
bny our creosoted timber in Canada rather
than from the southern states.

Mr. BARKER. 1 arn aware of that. But
it was said that some gentlemen were going
into the establishment of works for creosot-
ing timber. Has the hion, gentleman (Mr.
Pugsley> ascertained whether the Grand
Trunk, for example, or the Canadian Pa-
cific railway, who have had this question
before them for twenty years have deter-
mined to go inte it, or is hie going it blind
becauise he has $50,000 of public rnoney?

Mir. PUGSLEY. 1 eannot understand
what the hon, gentleman (Mr. Barker)
means. We are only asking the vote that
ie taken year after year for the purchase
of creosoted timber ta be used in certain
waters where the teredo worm je very
destructive. incidentally. 1 rnentioped the
fact that there was a company which was
contemplating the establishment of creo-
soting works in the maritime provinces,
and sajd that, if these works were establish-
ed, we would expect te be able te obtain
-the creosoted timber--or have timber which
we should buy in its crude state creoeoted
-at a cheaper price than we now obtain
material for from the southern states. As
to railway dies, 1 have not gone into the
matter fnlly with Mir. Butler. But I
would take hie opinion on this subject as
quickly as I would that of any railway
manager in Canada. And I know that lie
is strongly of opinion that it would be


