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that it is utterly impossible to turn up the ion that return and get his officers to make
items and find out what these votes are for.;it. If he cannot he can wait a little for

The MINISTER OF MARINE AND NS estimate.
TFISHERIES. Of course the hon. gentleman; The POSTMASTER GENERAL. I do
(Mr. Sproule) is quite within his rights. Iinot know what the hon. gentleman (Mr.
assune that we have to read them over: Fcster) means by saying that I can put my
seriatim, only it takes up time. If the hon. bhand on the return. I have stated the
zentleman puts his Votes and Proceedings | faet which is simply that the secretary in-
before him he will be able to follow the formed me that he could not find the papers.

items. i Mr. WALLACE. Parliament has ordered
Mr. SPROULE. It is utterly impossible ; tbis return to be brought down, and Par-
to turn to the Vetes and Proceedings at the i liamert is very much larger than the Post-
rate we are going. i master General. The order of Parliament
The MINISTER OF MARINE AND , must be obeyed. If the Postmaster General
e y y ‘Iad stated six weeks ago that he could

FISHERIES. The resolutions are called; . |
in order and you will see each item in the|:Ot find these papers. and if that was the

cotes : reason for not making this return and that
Votes ‘_md Proceedings. i Pis officers were making an effort to find

Mr. SPEAKER. If the hon. gentleman : the papers that would have been a proper
(Mr. Sprovile) wishes delay at the Table|thing for him to do. but he has made no
ihere will be delay while he turns up the|such explination. On the last day of the
items. but of course we want to go on asisession he says that the papers cannot be
quickly as possible. ;found. That is no information for Parlia-
The MINISTER OF MARINE AND | ment The papers should have been brought

FISHERIES. If you take the Orders of the i down or the Postmaster General should have
Day, in oae hand. and the Votes and Pro- | Stated three months ago, after the order
¥ ’ iwas made, that he had made diligent in-

ceedings in the other, you will ha .

difficulty. n » ¥ Ml have no quiry and that the papers could not be
* found. It is an extraordinary thing, when

Post Office—OQutside service............. $3,636,657 | the Postmaster General has 300 clerks to

Mr. FOSTER. Before that item passes in | lcck after these papers and keep them in
concurrence, I would like to ask the Pest-|order. that they cannot be found. Tae
master General (Mr. Mulock) if he has yet Postmaster Genera] should have come to
brought down the return I have asked for. Parliament months age with the statemenrt

If it is not brought down I shall object to |tP'at he has made to-day. Such a statement
the passage of this item. is of no use te this Parliament.

'The POSTMASTER GENERAL (MX’. The POSTMASTER GENERAL. I will
Mulock). What return is that ? ‘| send for the deputy and see if he has been

Mr. FOSTER. The return I asked for o | o oe ocororur
dozen tims, Sked TOF 2| Afr. FOSTER. Well, then this item may

' . stand in the meantime. I would not be so
The POSTMASTER GENERAL. About) srrenuous upoa this point if it had not been
Mr. King ? tion, when I was trying to get this informa-
Mr. FOSTER. Yes. tion, the Pystmaster General blocked me on
, . a puerile technicality thus showing his in-
The POSTMASTER GENERAL. I ex-|teption not to give the information. I have
plained to the hoa. gentleman (Mr. Foster) | remerabered that, and consequently it has
the last tilre he mentioned the matter that|;;ade me less charitable to the hon. gentle-
1 could not comply with the order of the|inan in regard to this case.

Housc at present, because the papers in| | .

question had been mislaid. I thought per- The MINISTER OF MARINE AND

haps the Deputy Postmaster General might | FISHERIES. 1 think that the hion. gentle-

know where they were. He has been away man (i\'.[r. Eoster). will aecept the Postmaster

six weeks at Washington. He has returned, | General's unequivocal declaration that the

put I do nct understand that he has been |Papers cannot be found. If the papers arc
lost. with all due respect to the power of

able to lay his haads upon them.
le t y P N Parliament, he cannot bring them down.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 suggest that we allow , , ‘ .
this item to stand over, for the present, and | The POSTMASTER GENERAL. I think
a question was put once before apd my

oo on with th2 others. It is an odd way

that after a return is asked for, at the be-|¢{eputy gave me the substance of the papers,
emning of the session, it cannot be brought | it apswer to the question, so that the in-
down up to the last day of the session. Theve | formation is practically on record.

are certain rights that an Opposition does| Mr. McMULLEN. I admit it is quite
have. and that an independent member of | right, when oriers of the House are given
the Hous2 has, and I certainly propose to|for returns, that the papers should be
ask that those rights shall be maintained. | Lrought down, but this is not the first time
The Postmaster General éan put his hand |that this thing has happened. I cam draw




