ir. Chairman,

I an pleased indeed to be here this evening and to have
khe privilege of addressing members of the International Law
ssociation, the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, and
Qheir guests. This kind of contact between the Government and
professional and acadenic institutions and associations is of
imnense benefit to both sides and I welcome this opportunity to
speak to you on "Current Developments in International Law and
Canadian Foreign Policy".

I always embark upon speeches about international law
rith some trepidation, since I am neither a lawyer nor a professor.
Dn the other hand, some eminent international jurists tell me
that this might be a distinct advantage for a foreign minister.

In any case, I can assure you that I have the highest regard for
international lawyers, whether practising or preaching, and over
the years 1 have benefitted a great deal from their advice and
nssistf.ance.

Perhaps I mnight begin this brief survey of current
international legal developnents by looking at the work of the
United Natlions where so many of them have talien place. Since 19L5 --
bdrnittedly with ups and downs, but with a definite ascending

curve ~-- the United Nations has been actively pursuing the goal

of an international order based on the rule of law. In particular,
the world Organization has lead the way in enshrining basic
nrinciples of human rights and human dignity in international
locuments and legal instruments. The Universal Declaration of
lfwian Rights of 1948, the International Covenants on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and of Civil and Political Rights of
1950 and the International Convention on the Elimination of

acial Discrimination, also of 1966, are acconplishments of

creat sirnificance. The Racial Discrimination Convention

vas ratified by Canada while the 25th United Nations General
Assembly was meeting last fall and we are now pursuing with the
provinces the question of becoming a party to the International
Convenants. These instruments, talken together with others dealing
ith refugees, relief and rehabilitation and the status of wonen,
constitute, in a very rcal sense, an International Human Rights
P’ill. Canada will continue to play a prominent role in all such
international efforts to uphold and protect the fundamental rights
of all peoples everywvhere.

Another area of great importance is the development of
international law relating to the environment. ‘'/hen we speak of
the environment today, our minds automatically turn to pollution.
lovever, the United Nations law-making activities in this field
bepan with relatively unpolluted environmental regions such
a5 outer space and the seabed. Only recently has the Organization
taken np the immense problenms of the growing pollution of our
Soil, waters, and the air ve breathe. The 2&-nation United
ations Cormittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, of which
Canada is a member, was responsible for the drafting of what may
be called the outer space "charter®, the 19567 Treaty on Principles




