
INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION'

Preamble

THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

CONVINCED that corruption un¢ermines the legitimacy of public institutions ad

strikes at society, moral order and justice, as well as at the comprehensive development

of peoples;

CONSIDERING that representative democracy, an essential condition for stabiity,

peace and development of the region, requires, by its nature, the combating of every

form of corruption in the performance of public functions, as well as acts of corruption

specificaily related to such performance;

PERSUADED that fighting corruption strengthens democratic institutions and prevents

distortions in the economy, improprieties in public administration and damage to a

society's moral fiber;

RECOGNIZING that corruption is often a tool used by organized crime for the

accomplishment of its purposes;

CONVINCED of the importance of making people in the countries of the region aware

of this problem and its gravity, and of the need to strengtben participation by civil society

in preventing and fighting corruption;

RECOGNIZING that, in some cases, corruption has international dimensions, which

requires coordinated action by States to fight it effectively;

CONVINCED of the need for prompt adoption of an international instrument to

promote and facilitate international cooperation in fighting corruption and, especially, in

taking appropriate action against persons who commit acts of corruption in the

2. Signed in Caracas, Venezuela, on March 29, 1996.


