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blems which we must examine and resolve. In re-
solving them, however, we must make sure that the

division of powers is functional ~ a road, not a
barrier, to social and economic progress for future
generations.

This must be our criterion in considering any
transfers of power from one level of government to
another. While we are committed to the view that
Canada requires a strong Federal Government and
strong provincial governments, the fabric of Canadian
unity can only be maintained if the essential powers
of the Government of Canada are maintained. Among
these powers are the regulation of economic policy,
the redistribution of income between persons and
between provinces, the equalization of opportunity
for all Canadians, and the protection of our national
identity both at home and abroad. I cannot envisage
new constitutional arrangements that will destroy
these powers.

I am not claiming that the Federal Government
has always exercised these powers with perfect
wisdom and justice, or that some regions or groups
might not have legitimate complaints of neglect or
discrimination. As 1 see it, the solution for such
problems is not to transfer power to the provinces,
with the consequent erosion of Canada’s strength and

unity, but to improve the Federal Government. Simi-
larly, the solution for any inadequacies in a pro-
vincial government is not necessarily to invite the
Federal Government to assume tesponsibility; it may
be for the citizens of the province to improve theit
provincial government,

Having said that, I must reiterate that many
changes are necessary,and many are possible. Those

 who deny this endanger the unity of Canada as much

as those who preach its destruction....

...It is of utmost importance that all governments
engage fully in the discussions now under way. If
they do not, the discussions will lack meaning and
their conclusions will lack authority. Worse still, if
some provinces do not take an active part in the very
difficult constitutional negotiations ahead, if they
disclaim responsibility for the compromises reached,
a climate of suspicion and mistrust may be created
which will make it impossible to achieve our common
goal of national unity.

Several provinces have already shown enthu-
siasm for the review. Others have appeared more
hesitant, reluctant perhaps to embark wholeheartedly
on a journey whose destination is uncertain. But this
is not a journey on which we can afford to leave
several parties behind....




