UNESCO's Normative Action
1. The Hague Convention

Canada's reasons for not signing the 1954 [ague Convention (on the protection of
¢uiltural property in the eveht of anmed conflict) when it was drawn up no longer
exist, and consultation with the Departments concerned is underway with a view
16 immihent ratification of this' Convention, whose ‘spirit Canada has ahways
respected.

UNESCQ's goal shovld be the limprovement of the: Convention and ifs ratification
by the greatest number of ‘cownries, making it ‘a trug instrument of heritage
preservation and protection. An improved Convention must both refléct recent
gvolution in the concepts of heritage and change in the forms of eonflict, and
encourage ' development of a strategy to educate both the public and henrage
protection experts.

2 Copyright

Because we view creators as the essertial spirit and driving foree of the cultural
sector, one aréa of significant conceim is that of intellectual property, specifically
the areas of copyright, neighbouring rights-and performers! rights. Copyright and
related. proiections should be integrated as fult components of cultural
development.and growth, rather than as ad. Ko ‘provisions whicl arrive tong after
they should, merely afi addendum tothe action plan.

UNESCO should éonsider wotking with developing nations 1o administer strong,
intellectual property protections which ensure that revermeés realized from
domestic cultural goods #nd services remain within or are channeled back t¢ the
country from which they came. Many intemnational copyright conventions can be
referred to as models fordeveloping domestic laws which enable the expansion of
opportunities for cultural development.

In the pld_nmng of the C/5 activiies, the Secretariat should use the
regommendations.of the meeting organized by the University of British Columhm

Faculty of T.aw, on "Material Cultute in Fhux; Law.and Policy of chatndtmn ot
Culriral Pmpm iv," which gathered 70 Jawyers, museologists and Canadian Firsl
Nations peoples. cc}nmdeu_ug, each other's perspectives on this and related issugs.

UNESCO financially supported this-event throygh its Participation Programme
for-1994-1995,



