CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL SEIZURE OF AIRCRAFT
PREAMBLE

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION

CONSIDERING that unlawful acts of seizure or exercise of control of air-
craft in flight jeopardize the safety of persons and property, seriously affect
the operation of air services, and undermine the confidence of the peoples of
the world in the safety of civil aviation;

CONSIDERING that the occurrence of such acts is a matter of grave
concern;

CONSIDERING that, for the purpose of deterring such acts, there is an
urgent need to provide appropriate measures for punishment of offenders;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1

Any person who on board an aircraft in flight:

(a) unlawfully, by force or threat thereof, or by any other form of intimi-
dation, seizes, or exercises control of, that aircraft, or attempts to
perform any such act, or

(b) is an accomplice of a person who performs or attempts to perform
any such act

commits an offence (hereinafter referred to as “the offence”).

ARTICLE 2

Each Contracting State undertakes to make the offence punishable by
severe penalties.

ARTICLE 3

1. For the purposes of this Convention, an aircraft is considered to be in
flight at any time from the moment when all its external doors are closed
following embarkation until the moment when any such door is opened for
disembarkation. In the case of a forced landing, the flight shall be deemed to
continue until the competent authorities take over the responsibility for the
aircraft and for persons and property on board.

2. This Convention shall not apply to aircraft used in military, customs or
police services.

3. This Convention shall apply only if the place of take-off or the place of
actual landing of the aircraft on board which the offence is committed is
situated outside the territory of the State of registration of that aircraft; it
shall be immaterial whether the aircraft is engaged in an international or
domestic flight.



