
Lastly, imall Irritants exiat hetween smalliscale minera and.

big mInIn fIrms In ternis of conflicts In julnig claims. For

*'.xample, th~e Apex J4lning Carp. has barely mlp.d a tenth of Its

taining claims Iin the Davao gold rush areas as small-soale minera.

have allegedly bullt thelr own tunnels Indlscriminately.

Obvloiusly, thc:. seems to b. an absence of a ayatematIc

approa@h ta amatil çl mlnlng actlvitles In the countr'y.

Nevertheless, .tjhe cowtry's solona have reallzed the gravlty of

thris problem. Thore In a pen4izig bill In the Sonae whlch la

supposed ta aU.: rem4ta ta ail these probiems :*sgardinq samall-

scale m1inhixq. Senate Bill No..903, whiioh la otherwlse known as

the. "Small Scala rlnn~g A~ct of 1988' la meAnt. ta rationalize

small scai. stlir2q actlvitles In the coauntry.

~Aiing the major pro~visions of the bill are thée followlng:

1. The power of the DENR S.cretary ta déclare and set as id.

smail i cale mlnlw ar.as based on the'recanimendat ion of DENR

rogioii&I eaa&tIve 4irctrs, provid. that tha a reas are

~not 0Th1w. areas 12] and4 tihe minerais lxi these ares. are

technlcally and commrclally suitable for mlnln

.activIties [3].

2. In the évent that an area that Io set. aslde4 fo ipali scale

uinlnq Is covere4 by.an existing mlhlng claim, the~ claim

owner la afford.d certain rights aýd privileges In case of a

disagreement betweexn the claim owner and the small scale

minera In-th~e ares.,

3. Smaii scale mlners licqense4 by th~e régional executive

director shall organi2e themselves into cooQoeratives.


