
autinied against their Belgian officers. There followed a period of civil dis-
>ider which eventually led the Belgian Government to send troope to ensure
ho protection and evacuatiozi of Belgian nationals. Diiring tus perio4 of
znarchy, gold and foreigu currency reserves dwindlled to virtually notbing.

iceplyment sky-rocketed and food becanie scarce as distribution chian-
tlos were cut off. Thon the Central Government's authority was clxallenged
ýy tihe secession of Katanga Province, the. source of 60% of the national
evenues.

Anxiety mounted when the U.S.SR began to accuse Belgium of
imperialist aggression"; thus, when the Goveriuuent of the Congo appealed
:) the. United Nations for niilitary assistance, the. Secretary-General, con-
idering that the situation constituted a threat to international peoce, for thie
rst tinie used bis prerqgative of calling an urgent meeting of theii. rt
ýouncil. On July 14 a resolution was adopted calling for the withdrawal of
ýelgian troops from tihe Congo and autlicrizing the Secretr-eea to
rovide the Congolese Goverumeut with the. nilitary and technical asstac
ecessary to enable the Government to resume control. The SceayGn
mal immediately initiated a relatively long-terni programme ofcf nc
ssistance, an emergency supply programme to meet the food rtae n
stop-gap arnentto restore peace and ordor by a UnitedNain

filitary force, composod mainly of African contingentsan mi iicll
Kcludmng nainl f the five permanent Security Council mmes hs
'ilitary nits were put under the cmadof Major GnrlCarl von Horn,
Itherto Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce Spriion Ognzto
i the Middle East. The. Force was established on the basic nrn.np nf


