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THE STUDY 0F CIVCS.

[An address by Principal H-enry llar-vey Stuart, of 1Douglas-

town, N.B., Superior School, to the L'nited'Teaichers' 1 nstit-

utes in Bathuirst. Septeniber 25, 191,5.1

There is no more important subject than Civics

on the public school curriculum. Its recent

inclusion is a most favorable sign of the times, and

the teachei who trulv loves bis country will do

his best to present the subject intelligihly to bis

pupiAlJ..

The prescribed text (R. S. "jenkin's Canadian

Civics) is an admirable one,- covering ncarl alil the

P points of importance and giving suggestions
i*hereby the wide-awake teacher is enabled to
suppi>' the rest.
»The aimi of true education being the development

of good citizens,it follows that the study of Civics
in absolutely necessary to that end, and at last
we have a book to guide us in teaching the subject.

The text is very thorough. It- first considers
~the world as a whole, then divides it into Powers,

-great. and smu-di, noticing their different kinds of

government. Then our Empire is similarly treated.
1<6e constitution and government of the Dominion
aif Canada is considered pretty exhýaustively and in
aa mner to rivet the child's attention. The
exifteaoe of political parties is explained, and the
1V tricacies of political platforms, conventions and

*6«e meeting, the manner of selecting and nom-
inating candidates, the way of voting, etc., are laid
baie., and the duties and powers of each depart-
-mient of governiment are described.

The chapter on Taxation and Natio&fl Debt is

a, good one. lu discussion of the Tariff, protection
ad free Trade is unbiased, and the way ini whieh
outr g4ernment raises its revenue is made plain.

Following that of the Dominion comes an ex.-
lanaton of 'the provincial system, then of the

municipal. Then the procedure of Law Coui ts is
<1dscribed, and the educational system, and the

4 1»ook clses with a few well chosen woids on the
~duties of the citizen.

No adultshould fail to read the text book, 'and

« oparent should allow bis children to be deprived
of its lessons in school.

The question arises aà to when and how to teaci

No, particular timne being assigned, Civics it
*presumaby authorized for ail grades. The inicîl
m of Civics questions in the High School anc

Normal School entrance exas inations, this year,

indicates that pupils who (Io fot study it in Grade
VI I, or Grade VIII1 at the latest, ivili, suifer by flot

doing so.
Civics can l>c taught ini ail grades, even the first.

I n this case we should rioi follow the order of the

text, which begins at the outside and works towards

the centre, the proper course when beginnmng wit#i

one of the higher grades, but should begin ~1h

what cornes under the pupil's own observation,

working (from that outwards to matters more

generai and abstract.
Children of G;rade I have seen a policeman and

have some idea of what he's for. Starting with

what the child already knows, the teacher can

easily lead him to understand who appointsand
pays the policeman and assigna bie duties. The

littie fellow's knowledge of roads and bridges, street

lighting, the town water system, etc., can ali be

made starting points for lessons in Ci*cs. The

very fact that the child is in sdxoo leads him to

question why, and f rom that question he cm ib.

led to understand something of our aschool system.
So in A grades.

Geography lessons incidentally overlap into the.

domain of. Civics, as the geography of no country
or district is complete without references to lt.'

stage of civilization, government and power, and-

its pecuhiar institutions.
Long before the Civics text je iin the pup$'s

hand, he should have learned much about the.

district school sYstem; how the County and Toi

Councils are elected and how municipal taxes are
levied and spent; how a citizen votes at scd

Lmeetings and in County, Town, Provincial and
LDominion elections.

When should 'the pupil have the text? Not,
later than Grade VII. For if he doesn't complete

>the text in Grade VII the chance is that, due to

àthe f act that the great majority neyer pais that

cgrade, he'll neyer complete it, and that he'll. be
ethrown on the country an ill-informed citizen of

more menace than, value to the body politic.

1 Most citizens object to paying taàkes, not, let us
à hope, because of- inherent unwillingness to bea 

their f air share of the public expenses, but because
hx they do flot ùnderstand how the taxes are. appf-

tioned and why so much is needed, or because they>
is ,,mistrust that they are flot f airly, apportioned or

1- impartially collectedý-
ýd Failure to und erstand the real differencebetWegc

r . 1


