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THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

Botany For Public Schools.—VI.
L. A. DEWoLrE.

I am writing this number Saturday, December
23rd. The rain is falling in torrents. At this

moment, many a teacher is driving home to spend -

the Christmas vacation. In spite of the rain, citi-
zens are finishing their Christmas shopping. Mer-
chants feel that Fate is unkind; for the storm
prevents some customers from reaching them.
But what is the significance of this rain botani-
cally? This afternoon I shall don my raincoat
and enjoy a trip to the woods. There, I shall
find the Mosses and Lichens apparently glorying
in the abundant supply of water. When dry or
frozen, a mossy bank is not particularly beautiful
or interesting. But what a transformation when
the life of this bank is revived during a good rain!
The student or teacher who is unacquainted
with our common mosses has missed fully one-half
of the botanical joy that is due her. For, in this

country, the flowering plants claim our attention .

not more than six months of each year; whereas,
if mosses and lichens are added, we have something
of interest throughout the year.

To describe all the mosses here that one can see
on any trip to the woods, is, perhaps, out of place.
However, I shall venture to mention a few of them
by tommon name, hoping someone will become
interested, and pursue the study farther. Any
teacher, by collecting a dozen specimens and
sending them to someone for identification, could
soon make a good beginning. Mosses and lichens
are easily collected and easily preserved. There-
fore, a school collection is within the reach of all.

It is frequently urged that plant names and
plant collections have little educational value.
But one must begin somewhere; \and I find that
the student who can name a plant when it is pre-
sented, feels an acquaintance that can be &stab-
lished in np other way.

In naming a few common mosses, I shall dismiss
the Hair-cap at once. It is described in all our
botanical text-books. To.these, therefore, let me
refer the reader.
that we have three or foyr quite common species
of the Hair-cap (Polyirichum.) Pronounced pol-
it-ri-kum, with the accent on the second syllable.

Growing abundantly in bunches four to eight
inches in diameter are several species of Broom

Moss (Dscranum.) They grow in more or less .

dry situations. Frequently they are on stones
or on old logs. They are of a bright green color;

It may be wise to say, however,

and are, in most cases, easily recognized from the

~ fact that the leaves all point to one side—as if a

strong wind had blown them in that dn‘ect:on
In shape, they resemble a counter brush. ‘Hﬂl
gave them their common name.

Another moss thdt grows in round tufts u tht‘
White Moss (Leucobyrum.) It is easily disting-
guished from all others, however, by the compact—
ness. of its growth. Someone has well cened
these tufts to pin-cushions. The moss is a pﬂh
whitish green on' the outside. The inner part. 9‘ 7
the -tuft, however, is decidedly grayish-white,
owing to absence of light. The whole tuft |
whitish on drying. e,

Not very different in appearance fromthe; roc

Whereabrook ﬁowsthrougha
be a good place to look for'it. When no:
1tnshardtoreoogmze butmn '

more &ch way is hhely to be
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