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districts leado me to the opinion that this 1 suggest that the surface of the concrete
necessary provmon is more honored in under the floor ehould be at a higher level.
lèebreach thau the observance. But it is than the adjoining ground crutside the
vital, and should be unflinchingly enforceil. building. Where the natural level of the
The modern tendency is to abandon the ground water is -within 2 feet or 3 feet of
idea of basements, and this should make the surface, the site eould ýwith adva
the correct and effeetual dampcoume more be covered with good Portland cement cogne
*wy of attainment, as well as to simplify crete, put on in two laym with a layer of
the gradient of the drainage system. asphalt 1between, and the provisions of By-

"As regards the material to be used for law 59 relating to subsoîl darinage should
dampcourse, it is important -to notice the be enforeed- Compliance with these pro-
uaet wording of the By-law Model Series visions, and the floor level raised 18 inches
(20), viz.. 'Sheet lead, asphalt, or slates or 2 feet above kerb level, ought to make
laid in eement, or ofother not less durable a fairly dry habitation, providing always
material impervious to moisture.' In my thât the walls are properly built, and the
judgment this by-law hu been Most sys- roof, gutters, and downspoutg fmished in a
tematically.diaregarded in all those dis- workmanlike manner, There can be no
triets where the eommon, eheap, and inef- excuse for dampness ordry rot exeept the
leetive "tarred felt" (or shall 1 call it excuse of unpardonable ignoranee, care-
'tarred sand paper') bas been allowedý- leunew, stupidity, or a criminal haute to
see Model Clause, page 90. The material make money regardless of consequenees.
must not only be impervious, à must he '«2. Air Space Around Dwellings.-Most
duralble. Many good forma of bitumen sanitary inspectors t"ay ean, with a fair
dampcourse are on the market, and are amouat of aceuraey, give the death-rate
preferable in my opinion tu elther alatee of any locality if the denaity of population
or tarred.,felt. Sheet lead 1 -have never per acre ie atated. We now realiee ýthat
seen used on ordinaxy speeulatîve build- overcrowding on apace tends to illhealth,
ings. Pitch and tar carefully graded, and and that ideal conditions are impossible
of proper consistency and applied to the when hougm are too closely erowded toý
full wîdth of the wall %-inch ta Yeineh gether. Nearly every town in the United
thiek may safely be passed. But when all Kingdom hua been to a greater or leffler
due care has been taken as to level and degree too closely paeked together, and ît
quality of dampeourse it is a very com- in in this relation that more adequate
mon occurrence in houses of from £10 to powers should ýbe given to Local Authori.
£100 renW to find that the gardener has fàes to enable them to secure (1) Wider
paid où much attention to the formation of streetis, (2) The compulsory planning on
nicely oloped and really artistie flower -the detaohed or semi-detached principle.
bed&-awunÜ the house that the soil hm (3) A minimum air spaee at the rear of 5W
been bânked. up-to eoyer both damp -courue square feet par houe. (4) À atandud
and air gratin)p for ventilating under the uuwberolhoumperaere. Withreferenee
ûüorB. Oecuinen and gardeners need some to the width of new etreets, I auggest that
education on this point, W they not ordy the fixed aznount of 36 feet or 39 feet, now
grow:flowers, but they propagate the - in vogue a oui be al)ol ed, and the
les whieh eventuates in 'dry rot' and cou- width should be determined more by the
sequent risks to health. And in this poaslilitîes of the uêe and amount of traf.
tomeletion 1 may observe thât aven yet in fie whieh the etreet may ibe expected two
ske bufldingo of an average class the ven- serve. The follorwing widths are auggmt-
tâàtion under the floorg ig inadequate. We ed, Biaeineu thoroughfar« of large towns,
must ineW on through, ventilation, back so feet to ioo feet; ordinary streets in r«à.
U, front and aide to aide, wit-h a minimum dential districts, 45 feet to 60 feet; mîni-
ét'b"d ê»dà. mum fer any aUwt, 45 feet,

"C<meemiiig dmp »item, concretin-g is "This would allow of good footwaik» auà
ut of very miub use, unless fine fituff is Imèbly a boulevard on ont aide at Jug
und on the «Lrfaee and properly floated-or of every atreet. -In streetg *here the tr«jSý.
gréateld. ..The ides thât ozdùuxy eonerete is purely of a dûmestie oharsater, Ùe wSz
zo unperVious to moiatuye'-is bUaciono. rifflýçmy:migkt be rédueed to 18 leitý ai
Ilven when P»em is oueully dont, 2D teet, aud the rmainder utiliud, f«-


