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mýous; and we caxinot but admire their determin.ation to
give to the public, regardless of cost, that prime neces-
sity of life ana health, abundant and pure drinking
water.

Many people have speculated upon the question whe-
ther or no the Romnans la any knowledge of water
purification, and some evidence seems to, point to the
affirmative. They certainly knew of the benefits of set-
tling tanks or reservoirs, wherein water had, time to set-
tie and the supernatant; clear portions conducted into
towns. This is seenin the great cisterns at Carthage,
shown in Figure 5, where the spring water deposîted
sand and lime which remain to this day.

istence, seems to have possessed the people of Europe,
and had it not been for the care and vigilance of the
Popes of Rome, it is very doubtful whether any vestige
of the magnificent works of the IRomans would have
survived to the present day, but would have gone the
way of many others-to, abplute ruin.

This colossal neglect on the part of European nations
is truly remarkabde, and will offer abundant food for
thoughit as to ils origin.

The exception in Spain, to whicli I alluded, is also
remarkable, because in this instance the construction of
waterworks or aqueduets which took place about the
l2th. century A. D., must not be placed to the credit of
Europeans, but to the invading Moors. These foreign-
ers to Europe, always considered as being inferior as re-
gards their civilization, showed themselves very rnuch
superior in their foresight, and'it is to the Moor Jucef
Abu Jacob that we owe the splendid aqueduct at On-
tivar, which is in1 use at the present day.

Th'le stagnation of the Middle Ages contiaued until
the 13th. century. We find no records of any improve-
inients until the year 1220, when it is seen that steps were
taken both in London and in Paris to better the water
supplies of these citios ; these were only meagre at-
tempts, effecting nothing in1 the way of purification,
but inivolving a more copious stipply of natural water.

We have seen that in Spain several aqueduets hiad

5-Incient Cistern.s of Carthage. tliat one of their diief and earliest aets after the con-Anothier example is the systemn of settlinig basins at 'us fMxc a h uligo qeutowo
the head of the aqueduet ealled Anio Novus, whierein whuexsts t-y aexic isnas the buligoZqempcsone Aque
river water, somietinies very muddy, was allowed to set- duet.Tists wo-a aontrd ion a,; the paiardsu
tle. This river water was first used for irrigation, but under the direction of a Franciscan monk, named Tem-
ultimately some of it was employed to eke out the daily bleque. Copies ojf bis specifications are extant, and a

utyo whether te knwo h enft ffltaini uaint reading document it is. The aqueduet supplied
soBuewht dobtu th nofhe inanpeo f areinlain i the city of Otumba, which was a place of great impor-,,omwha dobtfu, toug man pepleare nclned t ance at the time of the conquest, and situatedj on the
thin.k that they did. lu the musgeum at Naples is an f ar side of the lake fromn Mexico ity, on the way te,
ancient leaden 'vessel described a a "Cooling (liateru", Vera Cruz. Th'le city of Mexico was supplied bY mneans
shown in Figure .7.

But it is a question whiêther this reailly was for the pur- of aqueduts uid by te Meericanie kin s ad netiorpoeof cooling the water. It lhardly could be, because ,fti siaeb otssvrltmsi i epthspo smd f ed OL~<whiî oldcran] o hv so that thiey must have been ii existence prior to the ad-
is nada A~ w wpld ei~ny no ~ ny ent of the ýspaniards.
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