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The Nationalization o f Our Railways
The iPresident of the 'Canadian Pacifie Railway

in an address given recently before tlie Fiftli Sun-
day Association, a body of workers eomposed
principally of railroad men-took up the subject
of nationalîzation of Canadian railways. As the
liead of one of the biggest private corporations in1
the world, Mr. Beatty spoke as an interested and
-consequentiy biased party, yet as lie placed the is-
sue, as lie saw it, squarely before bis audience with
a. frankness and clearness that could be weil copied
by our public men, one could not heip but be im-
pressed with lis common sense logic. *Wlat 'the
speaker asked the people of Canada to do before al-
lowing tliemselves to, be committed to any pohÎcy
ieading to the country buying up the remaining
privately owned raiiroads was to watch the experi-
Ment now being tried in the United States of gov-
ernmental control over the raiiroads, and also to see
how the system of publie ownership works out on
the present government raiiroads in Canada. There
is rauch in M.Beatty's argument for Canadians to
think about.

Public ownership of ail publie utilities, whieh
inelude transportation compallies, is sound econo-
mies and no doubt as our demoeratie institutions

become more perfect our railways, steamship com-
panies, telegraph -and teleplione systems will be
state owned, as will ail local utilities be municipally
owned, but we iii Canada have a long way to go be-
fore we ean say.that we are ready to take over and
manage huge corporations, sueli as tlie C. P. R., with
its billion and hlf assets, that have been sueeess-
fui only tlirough exceptional industry 011 thie part of
extraordinarY men. Men who wouid not work for
any goverument, at least under our present system.

The past experience of Canada ini railway owner-
slip, lias hardly been happy'. It lias been a some-
what costiy experience for the ratepayer. In the
-building and maintenance of lier national rallways
and in the acquisition of other raiîroads lier leaders
have not aiways sliown good judgment or good ad-
ministrative abiiîty. The "wait and see", pohecy
m'ay after ail be tlie best, partieularly witli tlie two
experiments of publie ownership, and administration
mentioned above 110W before us. If tliere is s0 mudli
nioney in the country as will buy out the 0J. P. R.
and Grand Trunk systems, we believe it eould be
used for better purposes at this time, when the big-
gest problem is to find employment for oui return-
ing men.

.Municipal Officers and Commissions
,ed the foilowing inquiry. wlio take bribes, or ýcommissions, f ool theinselves

Treasurer, Secretary-Trea- into the belief that tliey are strictly lionest men.

Road Superintendent, Road To what extent Canadian municipal officers aocepi

person who receives a salary commissions we do not know, but we believe that

ty in any Province of Can- the practice is iimited, but iimited thougli it may be

eo,ýmulssicll in inatcrial or it is a blot on the standard of lonesty of our muni-

iv 'iy iii Ifor the Mncpl cipal officiais, As a matter of faet, the average
officiai is a man of integrity, -ýiith a higli sense of

,ere-. Commiýsio]s Act, 1969, lis duty to the commmiity that employa him, and it

be road as if its provisions is a pity that sucli a standard slould be lowered by

C (riiminal Code of Canada," a feW grafters. dfoth

asls: "in mie mnterest ot pur-
in fairness to both ratepayers
acturers, what can lie done to
s?" To our mind the answer
îe publie servant a saiary suf-
to k-eep lis self-respect, and

iai law into force, wlien need-

language, as it is intended to
it is our duty to condemn as
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