
ONE 0F TORONTO'S ALLJfINI.

Many years ago duringl the course of a politicai camr-
paign a prominent public moan \ isitel onie of Our Ontariotowvns. TlEe chairian of thte iiiectii),, wlmich t visitor
xvas to address eulogized bis character and public services,
and in reply the speaker said 1' I t) not know why x ou,
sir, have so lauded mne, for you know 1 arn a Pla in mani,and bave coule to say plain; \ords to plini peuple like
mysel. 'l'li Thtiueory of tie speech b vich followc d those
simple words, the reinetubrance of its close logic, itsdignity, its overxvhelmiing power, Sti]]lî J'einteinso
oid camrpaigners who deligit in tulliug the youug of the
battles aniii the bieroes of the past. i lt should one sIV
beroiýs of the past ? (iertainly the phrase sbould miot be
applied to the orator ou this occasion, the Ilonora hIe
Edward lilake, if it implied that lie xvas not also a beroic
figure at the present day.

M\r. Blake was bori niî the v illage of Cairnigorin,
Ontario, ou Oct. î 3 th, 1833. Ilis father, Mr. [futie
Blakue, xvas a prominent Canadiau statesmnan and Chan-
cellor of Upper Canada Coliege. The son was educated
at Upper Canada Colle ge, and at the University ofToronto. He graduated in 1834, a silver medalist inclassics. Two years later bie was cailed îo tbe bar, and
commenced i)raciice in the city. His marked ability gave
bis firîn, in wbicb bis brotber, Mr. S. H. Blake, soon
joined hirn, a leading position iii the Dominion. Mr.
Blake was appointed treasurer of tbe Lawv Society in '79 ;
was for a tirne lecturer on Eqîîity Law for tbe Law
Society, and was bonorary miember of the Law Faculty
in the University of Toronto, '88.

It was the epocb of Confederation and a stirrin g
tîrne in Carmadian politîcs wben Mr. Blake began is poli-tical career. In 1867 lie was elected member for tbe
Ontario Legislature, and in '69 accepted leadersbip of theLiberal party therein. In '71 bie fornied an administra-
tion as President of Council, but soon after left bis lead-
ership in the Cabinet to enter the broader field ofDominion politics. He bas been called Il the fatber ofLîberal Government in bis native Province," and justly,
since the party wbich hie then formed bas remained in
power unI il tbis day.

In the House of Commons success again fell to the
lot of the distinguished lawyer and orator. He won aplace in the Cabinet under Alexander Mackenzie, andafter the defeat of the Liberai party bie led it in opposition
until '87, when bie retired. In 1892, in response 10 an
invitation frorn Ireland to do battle for bier cause in theBritish House of Commons, lie contested and carried
South Longford.

Sorne tbree years ago in moving an amendment tot
tbe speech from the throne on the question of the proper
taxation of Ireland he ruade a masterly effort, whicb
firmly establisbied bis position as one of the first actors in
the Commons.

His work, too, on the South African Committee in'96, partic.ularly bis cross. exarnination of Mr. Rhodes, was S
mucb commended.1

In tbe cause of Home Rule Mr. Blake's efforts have I
been persistent. Witb hand and voice hie bas character-s
istically supported bis firmn convictions. a

Our University has had no better friend Iban the
Chancellor wbo but recently resigned. His interest in
higher education was flot rernarkable, seeing tbat bisfather-wbose portrait adorns our iibrary-was a Pro-fessor in King's College, and for a tirne Chancellor of theUniversity. Mr. Edward Blake became Chancellor in et
1873 ; be bas given some $-2o,ooo as a scholarship fund, d~

*and lias also benefited W ycliffe College to at least an
equat âauîounit. In 188o the 13niVcrsity very fittingly
cou ferred uipont its Chan)cellor the degree of LILD. Nor
fias 1\lr. B-lak<e forgotten bis Aýima Mater, lu) a recent
letter to the Sentate he expressed the hiope tha t lic wouîld
sottie day lie ab)le to return ta i enexv bis interest Ili the
Univui sîty.

l'hi na ie of Edxvarl Blake is known t bi roughoîî. ail the
land ; in the P rovince of l§h)icb)ec especially is it înost hllîily
rt-spcecteci, being there takcrn to signify ail tlîat i-s purust and
biglîest in politics. I-is intellectuial dignity and moral ele-
Vation have wvon lîirn bis higbi place. lus poxverftil iimid
grasped xvîtb woriderful rapidity legal and politir ai questions
in ail their leanings, and dtiring bis public career blis opinio
bad the greatest wveigbt with ail. lus lîîgb moral tone
brougbit im tnsuli d ont of the contaîninati ug political
atinoqphere ;lie wotild not he a party to any qiiestionable
tactics. Ail comipromise or any swerving front 'ii own
convictions were impossible to imii in tbis respecct hie
failed as a party leader, le iooked witb iimpatrtial mmid
beyond the horizon of the narrow p)artisan, and wbcn hie
foriîued bis convictions, bis strong will wotuld always
adhere to tbem. Mr. Blake, too, lacked other (lualities
necessary for a perfuct leader. He bas ever been al very
sensitive as well as a very reserved mani. He cou]d not
mingle freely and pleasantly witb bis brother members.
An anecdote told of hirn illusîrates tbis. One of bis
Liberal lieutenants advired hitn to crack jokes with tlme
memibers, and to bie more generally agreeable. Il But 1
can't," said hie ;"at any raie, show mie." \Xell, talk
about tbe weatber to tbemn," replied the other "if a mani
bappens to remnark tbat it is snowing, N'ou can say, 1 Oh,
it'5 (s)now matter' " Mr. B3lake tbougbit the advice good,and when a meinher iii conversation with him remarked
that it was snowing hie replied witb tbe greatest dignity,
IOh, that is perfectly iimmiaterial," and naturally didn't

secure the desired effect.

Mr. Blake is a great orator in every sense. He com-
bines great physical vigor with a rich, powerful voice
always properly used-the instrument of a keen and lofty
mmnd. Tbe clearness of bis reasoning, and the force and
power in his delivery enabled him in bis career in Canada
to miold bis bearers to bi's will, to carry tbem with birn in
unbounded entbusiasm. Sometirnes the thouglits would
come too rapidly, making bis sentences too long, the
parenthesis too many, and the style burdened and heavy,
but this one defect was forgotten in the bigb perfection of
the wbole.

True it is that Mr. Blake no longer in an officiai
capacity aids in the deliberations of our governing assem-
lies, but bie is stili a great force working for the true and

the riglit amongst us ; hie is

Consul non unius anni Sed quotiens bonus atque fidus judex
hionesîumi praetulit utili.

His work for Irisli Home Rule, and bis stand on
orne recent questions, may not be pleasing to some ardent
oyalists, but we can ail sympathize witb these words of
ils:" I« arn an Irishman, and an limperialist, not in a jingo
ense, but an Imperialist in the fullest sense of tbe word,
nd with the hope that the destiny of the British Empire
sto occupy the foreînost position as a civilizer and a
;hristianizer througbout the world."

E. J. KYLIE, '01.

It has been decided to add 4,000 more seats to the
ast stand at Yale Field on accounit of the unusually large
ernand for seats at the Yale-Harvard garne this year.


