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Pounded by a member of that class, although there was no dearth
of University men at the meeting.

Moreover, the vast majority of the labor riots and the civic com-
Motions that have arisen in the past, while doubtless primarily due
'0 the commercial depression of the time, nevertheless owe their
mmediate occurrence to the gross ignorance of their participants,

he truth is not new that the stability of a state depends chiefly on
t_he enlightenment of its citizens. And on what is the task of en-
hE'M%ment mainly thrown? Clearly on the schools, academies
a‘nd other parts of the educational machinery of which the univer-
Sity may well be styled the flywheel. For it is the University that
n Yeality regulates the efficiency and progress of the inferior halls
of le&ming. They are obliged to work on the lines laid down by
the University with respect to its first examinations. Their stan-

ard is fixed for them and they are placed in the estimation ot the
c°mmlmity according to the success of their representatives in the
annual contest. Suppose, then, that political economy ‘was put

OWn on the list of prescribed subjects. There would be a large
Mumber that would aquire a knowledge of the outlines of the science
Sven though they failed to complete their course. Those, on the
Other hand, who devoted themselves to a conscientious four years’
Study would prove no mean antagonists to the false-hearted dema-
lgi?gue or the fallacious doctrine that might cross their path in after
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There is another and perhaps a more important consideration. As
the Country grows older the percentage of university men in the

“7Sonelle of the government increases. Hence the reciprocal

Nefit of university to government and of government to university.
o l‘lhe University instil broad and generous views into the mix_xds

er alumni she will receive innumerable benefits trom them during

€I tenure of office ;.if, on the other hand, she annually hatches
orth 3 brood of illiberal and unpractical men, she will have much
O be thankful for if they do not sacrifice her in their striving for
nw‘.’“hy ends, not to talk of their hastening to her support in her
our of need, Verily in this matter as she sows so shall she reap.

We think that we have said enough to demonstrate the impor-
nnce as well as the correctness ot our position on the subject.
¢ed, we may be told that our pains have been gratuitous ; we

'f\ay‘ be told that in theory, at least, no one weuld think of ques-.

;g:;mg either the importance or the cogency of the arguments
seri(‘:ced'. But we may be assured that, practically, there are
Us difficulties in the way. As thus: Where are the funds to
Sinmte from with which we may found a ck'lair? Suju'ely. it were no
en 0 h‘arbor the thought that the Province, which is generous
OUgh in the interests of education to engage the services of a
Oﬁ.c‘ent in Ethiopian and Targumic, may some day see fit to do

f ::lke. for Political Economy. Even supposing the answer to'be
e time “ No funds,” we maintain that the science is one which
Ps will do fairly well without the guidance of a professor.

» Indeed, in these days the necessity for lecturers is not so

Pregs; . . -
theissmg as formerly. Their most useful function now-1s to direct
] T hearers where to look for their information. They are no

g“ig:: the supreme authorities on their subjects, })ut are mer(;
oligs On the paths to knowledge. It so happensin the case o
ieal Economy that the standard authorities and text books
® Counted on the fingers. Put these, judiciously graded, on
ta c: "ilc.m“m and, unless the professor were a man of vﬁdeer:‘?et;-
Oe\:er ;)se may Wo}lld 'be a'n Yt}(‘im'g 1lmtb apl;arz?at;ed inorfavomz
Ofcertai _may be, his mind woul llke?f e s n favout
Woulg N views that he would be the object of much hostility
almost infallibly be decried as the source of false doctrines.
O :re n}ight; perhaps, be another objection urged, and it ?s the
tig emz‘uning one that we can conjure up worthy of c0n51der.a-
lato;s Itis that were the subject to be broached to our local legis-
Whi ~~for their sanction is a necessity—such is the length to
Party hostility has gone that it might prove such a bone of

g,
®tion that serious injury would result from the contest to the

University. One objector might whisper that the Government
would be accused by its opponents of using the University for
propagandizing in its own interest and that the Ministers would be
cowed by the arraignment into silence and inaction. Did things
come to such a pass, pusillanimous indeed would the Ministers be
were they to stay their hand, dismayed by the howls and gibes of
opposition ; despicable in the extreme the opposition impelled by
so sordid an idea; and, if the like considerations clogged the
wheels of progress, worse than a nullity the Senate.
G. H.

THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM.,

It is to be regretted that a more lively interest in the subject of
English has not been awakened among the graduates and under-
graduates of Toronto University. The new curriculum submitted
by Mr. Houston, which appeared in October numbers of the VAR-
SITY, should certainly have led to an intelligent and genéral dis-
cussion of the principles in accordance with which a collegiate
course in English should be arranged.

No one who has carefully considered Mr. Houston’s scheme can
fail to recognize that it is based upon well-defined principles :—(1)
Every undergraduate must spend a fair portion of each year in the
serious study of our language and literature; (2) Every special
student of English must become acquainted with the language and
literature in all their periods, from a scientific as well as from a
practical point of view ; (3) the student must study the literature
and language themselves instead of reading and hearing about
them ; and (4) he must have constant practice in the careful ex-
pression of his own thoughts. To these broad underlying princi-
ples it would seem that everybody must assent, and gratefully ac-
knowledge, therefore, that Mr. Houston’s draft is a great advance
on the old curriculum : but still the main difficulties present them-
selves when one attempts to lay down more specific principles for
the detailed arrangement of work in the various years of the course,
and here Mr. Houston’s plan does not seem to be sufficiently defin-
ite, though doubtless it would seem more satisfactory if we might
have a brief explanation of its basis of arrangement.

If it may not be thought presumptuous on my part, I will endea-
vor here, independently of Mr. Houston’s proposed scheme, though
in perfect harmony wih his general principles, to outline a plan for
the distribution of work in the four years of the undergraduate
course, and if space permit, for the arrangement of a post-graduate
course of two or three years also.

Whatever scheme may be proposed, it must never be forgotten
that there can be no education without a lively interest—thought’s
awakener—on the part of the student.

Professors and instructors, particularly those who have been sub-
jected to German influences, are prone to think that their sole duty
is to present their subject as a scientific whole, and that whether
the student is interested or not is a matter which the student him-
self must look after. Forgetting that classification and general
theory are utterly worthless from an educational point of view un-
less preceded by a practical acquaintance with the individual facts
classified and upon which the theory is based, they fancy that to
disregard chronological order or strictly scientific classification,
for the mere purpose of awakening interest, is to degrade their sub-
ject. My readers, however, are not so minded, and they will read-
ily concede that if facts are the blocks for the rearing of noble
structures, interest is the cement which binds them together and
without which there can be no solidity ; that every true object of
study—linguistic, scientific or literary—presents phases which are
intensely interesting to the beginner if the teacher will only take
pains to recognize them as he is in duty bound to do ; and further,
that the professor’s first duty is not to present a perfect treatment
of his subject, but to awaken in his students an intelligent and
heartfelt interest in that subject, after which they may be safely



