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,The Sirjohixi A. M~acdonald Chair oflPoliticai
alla EcolIolfiC Scienice.

On tbe returu te Canada from Europe of Sir Cbarles

Tupper, tbe Principal sent bim tbe circular regarding

tbe eudowmeut of tbe above Chair, and received a

prompt reply, enclosing a bandsome subscription \vitb

tbe promise that lie would promote su imrportant an

object in any way in bis power. Tbe minimum sum

required lias been se nearly reacbed tbat subscriptions

are beiug now collected for tbe Cbair of Mental PbiI-

esopby. Subscriptions for eitlier ebject xvill be ackuow-

ledged in tbe JOURNAL.

Pler4on ai.

Rex'. J. K. Macmeriue bas presented a large collection

of botanical specimeus te tbe Herbarium of tbe Univer-

sity. It embraces many plants collected in Ontario,

Manitoba, Newv York, Tennessee and elsewtîere, sud is a

valuable addition te the Herbarium.

Mr G. 'W. Mason, ene of our extra-mural
students, 10W ~in attendance at the Ontario Nor-
mal College, Hamilton, was the successful candidate
at the elections there on Jan. 2Otls, for the posi-
tion of President of the Literary and Ecientific
Society.

The Chair of Coinflii Setise.f W that tbe Conversazione bas cerne sud gene, and
alI excitement, except tbat of tbe riuk sud

bockey, îs over, wben wxe groxv dizzy wjtb tbe

coufusiug wbirl of xvork, and dismally xvbisper in awe-

struck accents sometbiug about tbe Il exam." sud 'Initie

weeks," uoxv, I ssy, xve begin te notice a great lack iu

,our AIma Mater. Net even our eutbusiasm over our

successful bockey matcb can blind lis te tbis eue great

fault. 'Ne most urgeutly ueed tbe endowmeut of a uewx

cbair-a professer of common seuse.

No eue, we are sure, will quarrel xvitb our plan; xve

do net expect te biear a single disseuting veice, even

wbeu we declare tbat tbis sbuuld corne before tbe new

library, readiug-rooms sud Convocation Hall xve se long

for. No eue xvill object-fer tbe scbeme will commend

itself. we kuow, te sîl; we aIl kuew seme eue (or more)

wbe would be se greatly beuelited by a coturse under

sucb a professer, and our geuerosity is sucb tbat (even

tbougb, of course, xve bave ne ueed of bis services our-

selves) we would gladly belpi te establisb bis cbair.

Tbe only weak point tbat we cau see, lies in tbe ques-

tien, bow te force li tbose wbo ueed it te, take a course,
-or even a pass class, in tbe subject. For strange as it

seems, it is uevertbeless quite true, tbat ail ur trienda

are oddly oblivieus of tbeir oxvn needa, sud actually in-

sinnate tbat ale sbould take a class. Tbe very ides!-

but we will net go intu, personal questions ; tbere is ne

need, for we bave a plan aIl ready matured te meet tbe

difficulty.

The professer sbould receive bis salary like ail tbe

otbers, but bis classes should be regulated altogetber by

tbe Alma Mater Society, or among the girls by the Le-

vana. Tbere sbould be ne ticket marked , Common

Sense " in tbe mysterieus receptacles wbence the I<egis-

trar drs s iose bits of cardboard--pink, bIne, yellow,
and nondescript --wbiclî beau witli thetu se much woe.
Tbe secretaries of the AIma Mater and Levana sbould be

supplied xvitb sober bruwn squares, arranged tbus:

Common Sense.
Student .......... .......... ....

Entered by ......... ...... .. ........

Tbis explains the xvbole wvorking of tbe plan. Any

person xvbo believes tbat any otber person whatsoever,

be be student, professor or outsider, would be the better

of a class in tbis subject, msy present tbe case te eitber

of tbese societies. If, after due deliberatien, it decides

tbat tbe complaint is well founded, tbe secretary filîs ont

tbis card witb tbe rames of botb accused and accuser,
or perhaps we sbould ratber say of tlie student aud b)ene-

factor. 'llie card is given direct te tbe professor by tbe

secretary, se tbat tbere is noe chance of a recalcitrant

lforgetting ' te present bis, or of practical jel<es heing

played wvith forged eues. Onice tbe name is entered on

tbe professor's books, tbe attendance is co.npulsory tilI a

passed certificate is grsuted, and is te be forced if neces-

sary by the constables of tbe Concursus.
And nowv we can imagine tbe motley tbroug tbat

would pour in on tbe secieties. H-ere a student begs for

a ticket for tbe professor wbe sets an essay every weelç

tbere a professer calîs for a general one, te include aIl

bis class wbo bave 4ýsloped"' or corne -"net prepared,"'

or perbaps be late for eigbt o'clock class (remember,

tbat after serieus deliberation cases are net always sus-

tained). Here stands a member of tbe JOURNAL Staff

ofieriug te pay double fees for a certain editor of a city

paper ; tbere is tbe president of tbe Levana Society

eager te bave tbe girl students se ins3tructed tbat 4hbey

sball properly estimate tbe value of tbeir seciety, Here

are tbree or four football players calling for tickets for

the athletic cemmittee, and biere is one of tîte cemmittee

carefully baving tbem filled out for ail tbe Rugby Team.

Tbere, some from eacb of tbe election parties, sbeuting

tbemselves boarse in their endeavors te gain entrance

fer ail on tbe allier aides ; tbere, the President of AIma

Mater tyiug up bis neat-lookîng buridle of carda aIl

marked ,Fresbman ;" tbere, a fresbmau, announciug

bis benevolent intentions towards tbe efficers of tbe Con-

cursus, and-but surely tbat is enougb for one cîsass. It

is easy te see tbat ou professera xvill net be left te lec-

ture te empty beucbes. Iudeed tbe experimeut seems

likely te succeed only tee well, fer it looks as if tbere

would haB none left te roam. about tbe corridors and amfle

in triumpb te see tbe proceas go on. Can il be se ?

Must our wisest and best go in and sit meekly in the
junior clasa ameug tbe fresbmeu ? Surely net !Yet if

il were se, it wonld be but eue more reason for fondiug

tbe cbair as soon as possible. Wbo offers tbe fi rst snb-

scriptieu ?-tbe man wbo feels bimself iu ueed of tbe


