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.The Philosopher's Sto ne.
(Address delivered by Dr. W. L. Goodwifl before Queen' s

Philosophical Society).

(Continuced froin lasi is.,11C)

IFroru the 9th to the l6th century the art of tralsiitatÎn byý the philosoier's

stune was enthusiastically cultivate(l in Egypt afl( Spain, by the Arabs, andl thcu

in Germany, Italy, France and1 England. 1Itlidre(l5 of trcatises on the subject

have corne down to uis, rnostly xvritten iii sticb inystical languagC that very, littie

is to be madle ont of themn. B3ut manv of these aichemnistical tracts contain (les-

criptions of processes xvhich show that'the "adepts" were at least making progress

in the science of chemistry. The rornantie features of some are interest1ing. Ail

good alchemists acknowledgecl the mythical I-lermes Trismegistls as the founder

Of the art. Aibertus M-,agnuis, writing in the l3th century, tells us tliat "Alex-

ander the Great discovered the sepuichre of 1-ermnes in one of bis journeys, full

of ail treasures, flot metallhc, but golden, anci a writing on a table of catadi,' whichi

Others caîl emeraldl." This cmneraid table is constantly referred to ini the writiflgs

Of the alchemists. The inscription \vas sai(l to 1)e in the Phocniciali languiage,

aIn( Latin translation (originals ?) are given.

I t/nd of the SCci-rots of Iherins Trisiniegistif s.

1 Ispeak not fictitions things buIt what s iost truc and certain.

2. W.hat is below is like that which 15 above, and wvhat is above 1', simiilar 10

that whiich is below, to accomplish the miracles; of the one thing.

3. And as ahl things were produced by the nieclitatiofi of o)ne Being. so ail

things were produced fromn this one thing 1by adaptation.

4. Its father is Sol, ils miother Lima ; the wind carrie(l it in ils belly, thc

Carîli is its nurse.

5. It is the cause of ail perfection througliout the whole worl<l.

(6. Its power is perfect, if it be changed into earth.

7. Separate the earth fronm the fire, the subte from the gross, acting prudent-

'y anci withi judgment.

8. Ascend with tlîe greatest sagacity froin the earth t0 heaveli, andl thuls

again descend to the earth, and imuite together the powers of things superior and

things inferior. Thuls you wil1 possess the glory of the wvbole world ; and al

obscurity will fiy far away f romT yoil.

9. This thing lias more fortitude than fortitude itseif ; becatise it wl 1 over-

corne every subtile thing and pentrate every soliil thitig.
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