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xvorship Christ but who like the false monarch who \vas
their prototype were really bent uipon destroying lii.
Christ's enemies betaîne the meu Of Fils on bouse, aiid
a new sad proof of the supernatural eî igin of Christian ity
xvas affordoci by the failure of niisguided controversy and
narrew aims to shake it frein its irrn fouridation. irom
these bitter trials Christiaiiity agaiin cmerged to shiîîe
with greater lustre than ever iu the gl(ious cra of th'e
Reforroatioîî. Every student of Itistoi y kniovs li what
malignant forms the spirit of fierod manifested itsoîf at
that time ;how the Anti-Christian power which in earlier
ages had lodged it'elf 10 Pagan Romne re-appearcd w'ith
Stijl more subtie energy in Papal Rome, fron cmwhoseVati-
cao the thnnodcrous Aniathemnas seemied to eclio thrOughi
the wholc wvorld. We remember how the xvay uvas pre-
pared for the great awvakening by men like Hîiss, Sa-
vonarola, Wycliff, Ilthe mcrniriîg Star of the Reforma-
tien,"' tîlI Luther appeared to meet the clainis of the
Chuiîch by ant appeal to tile inalicriable rights efthbe
individual conscecce. Ail the Old tyranniies svere re-
peated. Thousands of noble mien peiislied in tile don-
geon, at the stake, upon tile field of battie. l'le bl100< ci
the martyrs becaine file seed oif the cbiîrcb, and tlîe b]jîîc
fury wbich wenî forth te its worl, of indiseirninate
slaughter xvas utterly baffled iii tue attcmpt to extirpate
the spirit of Christ from manl<iid. Tlie veîîng cliild lîad
found a safe asylum from the furious assaults of prîde
an(l iniquiîy and the strength of tlîe eny was spent in
vain. The Herod-power whlich sat upon the werld's
tbrone was mocked, net of the xvise men who camne frorn
far and near to lay their treasures at the young chîld's
feet, but mockzed by God wbe ftilfilled the prediction
made of old timie against these wvho would attempt te
everthrow the kingdoiu of His Son : -He that sitteth in
the beavens shahi laugh -the Lord shail have them in
derîsion." Wibh the bjrtb of modern philosophy, another
epoch of opposition begîns. The \wcrld liad net yet
]earned the sublime lessonl wbich the Magi tauglit, that
the wisdonn of eartb may weli acknowlcdge the xvouder ot
Hieaven, and that science finds bier true goal wheîî guided
by the Divine light she falis in humble adoration at the
feet of Christ ! A malignant and virulous current of
criticism began ta manifest itself in the literatore of the
day. Men spoke of Christ and wrcte of Christ in a ni-
nerat which the scepticisin efour tirne would lîenestly
shudtier. A spirit of cold, unsympathetic analysis cf the
Divine life and mission is succeeded, especially in France,
by the outbreak of turbulent passion and undisguised
hatred eftbe Nazarene which ledatlength te theentbrene-
ment cf the gcddess of Reasen iu the persen of a presti-
tube, and tlie fearful Nemesis cf Anti-Christian principles
lu the horrors oîf the Frenchu Revelution. Then as we
advance te or own century we find the destructive spirit
manifesting itself iii wbat seeins a much less repellant
fcrm, but eue whicb really strikes at the very beart cf
Christ and seeks te reb Hlm cf aIl those attributes whîcb
make Him the real Savicur cf tile wcrld. The rude
attacks cf Voltaire and Paine are exchanged fer a subtle
scepticism wvbich reduced bctb tbe tesbimeuy cf the
Gc spels and the testimony cf bhe buman beart te forms cf
unireliable fiction. Paulus eliminabes the miraculous from
the stery cf the Evangelists, attributing the idea cf the
aupemnatural te the grcssest ignorance, and se destrcying
at a blow the Divine missicu cf the Son of Goîl. Strauss
arose subsequently as the expontent cfa mythical interpre-
tation, the Gospel history being in bis view ncthing mere
than the adaptation cf a'narrative tc preconceived ideas ;
sc0 that Christ is an ordinary person whoîn national
prejudice or pions expectation had magnified iet an ideal.
And later still we have Rénan who in an undertorie cf
real sadness declares lus dîshelief in the grounids cf reve-
lation and bis furced dissent frcm those Christian saints

xvhose cliaracters he regards as the îîuresb ii flic svcrlîi.
Iler Oi WC h 50 antago 1)i ,is <hi thli 1gh îîr< inaiîced i5
'lot bitter,-the miurnfuIî spectacle of diobi inirgicil \ iîh
<lespair. Ii or o\n îîday the Aiiti Cîstaispir it niaii
fests ibseIf iiin ai iety f formls from tbe Secularisîn cf
the masshthe Àgn<osticisii ani Panitleismî if bbe

plos<<phcrs il is trîle that tlie abuse auI cîi!juiony cf
cýarlier ages b*ave passeil a\vay e>cchit Oii the flps Of ibose
ignorant ternig<gues wchose carlse blas1<lieiiiy s its ownî

1repiltatien. T1he Ileredc sI iii deS 'ct suent to inlanifest
tIef iii tu lind furyof iiidisirin,înnite siauglbter. There

's 1Ilis eveil the seniblance cf wvcrslîp semnetiiors at the liclv
Shi me of .Chisti. Bot at lieart ')cite the less, thîcre i's
i ank rebellion aîîd fierce eliiiity. Net meîely in tise

togles «utly c)fille mob al', «s reaciy te î<llov tle
nieSt blatant leadier, but il, the sîîbtle lîuendoes cf the
woild be sages, iniftle friequciit tendciicv (if current
theuglit, iii the maleri,îlistic eartiîloness cf ibis nmodern
age, the nin1e the tChrist is l<iasîdîemed aiîd Fils rigbt
(leîî icd 1 ji îveî sal leiigsh ip ove r ih libvos Of mcin,

Advhbas beert t' i esuit cf ail buis con tiiuiied

epp0îstii te Christ aid iils Gouspel r St ely by tlîis
tie it must bo staînîeil out altogeuther, for it bas been
stibjected te every kiîîd uf attacki ',viîclî humai, hatîed and
subtlety ceuld devise, or humit power carry itito execu-
tion. No systeîîî w hîch lias conteiided for sîlpri dicy in
the bearts of men lias ever encîîunterecl se mlîcb tierce
and bitteri opposition; for it lias been tt)e suprfli ireny cf
bistorv that the Savioul came iiito Ilis cwn. and His own
rectived hlm îlot, btît rather echeed in a tlîoîsand Ïorms
the cutcry cf the brutal Judaean inob, crucifying the Sou
cf Ged afresh and piîtting Hinm tii an open shame. ye-,
Christ and His Gospel have net vet beguîî te show file
syrriptoims cf decay andi dissolution. The attackc bas been
more than met not by wear cris cf like construction, but
by the irresistilîle force of Divine Truth. Moen looked
upoîs the feebie beginnings Of (hristianity and bhought at
hirst that it was scarcely deserving cf serious attraction.
But when the stene eut cf the Mountains wîthîîut hands
began to groew îîysteî iously, bhe worlth.mcuiarcîîîes tried
te cruslî it aîîd trîcd iu vain. The ycung child seemed te
lead a chariaed life, for persecution antI blcodslied while
destroying Hîs foliewers, served orily te exbend His in-
fluence over the hearts cf tien. And wben the violence
cf the peu succeeded the violence cf the sword the attack
was equally au futile euie. Neitlier gross caluinmîy lier
subte ilnendo neither blînd prejudice uer ignorant
supersbttion; neuther the coarse eftroutery cf the vulgar
ue r the cold denial aud nbcuruful silence cf pliilcsopîy
lias disturbed tile majestic sway at Christ the Lord. The
bistory cf opposition bas been euie cf complete failure frem
first te last. The angel veice is true in fact as il shaîl be
truc in prophecy:I They are dead-thî salde h
seek the young child's life.' e hîlde h

And wbat is the reason cf this strangest phenomenon
lu ail history, bbe decay and death of the spirit cf Herod
aud the immertal vcutb of the spirit cf Christ? The
answers cf infldclity are manîfcstly iusuffhcient. Gibbonis
well kncwn reasons might pcssibly explain a mcmentary
triumph but net a continuante through aIl the changeful
cenuturies. For wbiie the years come aud go, Christ ro-
mains the samne yesterday sud te day sud foroyer,
strîkîng the recta ef His glorius Gospel ever More deeply
ilîte the soîl cf hunian hearts, an d gradually dîffusing the
heaveniy brigbtnesq which huumg at first ahiove the manger
ah B3ethlehem over the whole wide world. There must be
somte deeper reascît for the failure cf anti-christian prin-
ciples, for tlîev bave everytbing as ît seemed in its favour,
aîîd a Gca1<eh of inerely hurnan enigin would have soc-
cumbed long ago te the crusîîîng opposiioni which i
euîciountered everywhere, and wcould have been iîsteresting
only ta tIme student of lîistary as an effete sybteîn wviicbt


