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Editorial

Opportunity of the Country Schooi

This month every one lias been talk-
lfg about Abraham liïncoin. H1e was
Possibly the greatest man this continent
ever produced. 11e was iii no sense a
Sehool product, yet lie was highly edu-
cate d. By this it is meant lie was well-
flfornied on great issues and capable

Of exercising calm and unerring judg-
'Inent, capable also of expressing lis
thouglits with clearness and precision.
More than ail this lie had a wili like
Irou, and possessed in tlie highest
degree tliat moral principle which kept
hini truc to lis convictions. is
eliaracter was due to tlie training in
his home and lis community, but
ehiefly perliaps to lis own unaided ef-
forts. Tlirown upon the world at an
early age, lie grew strong througli
8truggling. And it is the only way to
grow strong. Possessed of tlie idea that
a Inan must bie just, honest and humane
at ail times, lie neyer stooped to con-
91uer, but lie glorified himself by assist-
111g otliers. H1e was in every sense a
great man, even thougli lic was pat-
terned in no common mould. Hie liad
the one tliing wliich. counts in a world
Of real men-he had individuality.

lad lie corne througli the large
graded scliools of our modern cities
lie raiglt have missed this. Indeed,
4ad lie lived in these days lie miglit
have missed it. In the rush and strain
peCuliar to present day conditions, it
18 'lot easy, wlietlier we live in coun try
or town, to grow up alonie. We are like
e0 mnany peas in a bin-eadli a good
deal like lis neiglibor. Yet if we would
&ttaiin to power or wisdom or excel-
leuce of any kind, we must be capable

of independent action. In a deinoc-
raey, every one sliould liave some
power of self-direction. 11e should be
more than a mere cog in a wheel.

Are our schools encouraging indi-
viduality in our pupils? Are tlicy put-
ting a premium on difference ratlicr
than upon similarity? Do tliey, for in.-
stance, take pride in1 a pupil who is a
little different fromn tlie rest in attain-
ment and aptitude, or do tliey lose
patience witli him because lie does not
passively submit to the course of study
and discipline laid clown for the mass?
Is the country scliool, in spite of its
limitations, not a fairly good place in
which to receive an early education-
provided the teacher is capable? lu
tlie days wlien everyone is preadhing
the value of consolidation of rural
scliools, and riglitly so, sliould we not
rernember that sometliug may stili be
said for tlie littie one-roomed school at
thc cross-roads? For some years yet,
wc must put up with it, and we can the
more chcrfully do so if we realize its
possibilities. We shall not find a Lin-
coin in every rural community, but we
may find boys aiid girls witli strong
and loving qualities of mind and lieart.
It is our duty to develop the latent
forces in ail these. Wc cannot do it
througli repression.

The Teachers' Convention
A study of the convention programme

indicates that there is mueh to be gained
by attending the sessions. The most
distinguislicd speaker will be Dr.
Soares, of Chicago. Tliose wlio licard
him dnring lis two visits to Winnipeg,
agree in saying that lie is tlie clearest
and rnost convincing leeturer on peda-
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