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The one event which lias always remained uppermost in the minds ofthe Ontario people in connection with the uprising, is the murder ofThomas Scott. Poor Scott was tried by a people who spoke a languageunknown to him, and condemned to be shot without a word bein g heardin his defence. The sicker.ing details of bis death were soon written overand over by pens that were fired te a. white heat by the shocking news.The story as told without embelljshment in a Manitoba history is briefly
as follows: "lShortly after mid-day, on the fourth of March, Scott wassummoned to execution. H1e was calm and prepared to die. H1e requested
time to bid his fellow-prisoners farewell. This was granted him, and hetook final leave of those who had shared in lis captivity. Being bound,lie was conducted outside of Fort Garry and made to kneel in the snow ashort distance frein the walls of the Fort, when he was shot like a dog,by a party of six, under cemmanid of Adjutant-General Lépine; the wholeparty, it is said on good authority, being, drunk at the tiine. Scott's lastwords were, 11 amn ready,' and immediately af ter Lépine gave the signal,and the unfortunate man fell, pierced by several bullets. H1e uttered anexclamation as he feli, and on approaching the body it was found that litewas net extinct. Some one in the crowd spoke up sayinb, ' Put him outof his misery,' and oe of the- party named Guilmette discharged a revolverat his head." This is enougli of the painful story. Whether he stilllived and had te be killed in oe ef the bastions ef the Fort afterwards, isuncertain. That a little red cutter appeared at the gate of the Fort oeemnoonlight night, with two men wlîo passed the sentry, dug the body up f rimiits temiporary burial place, and carried it off ini the conveyance betwoen
thi te Gerinan Creek and there sunk it, loaded with chains, into the RedRiver, is almost generally believed. But thtise are subsequent events. Theawful picture et Scott's doath rivetted the gaze ef the people in the East.
To ail it was apparent that the deominant party had mercilessly butchered
a prisener for seme alleged insubordination, but Scott was an Orangemina
as well, and sectienal pens dipped in gaI! did met tire of exaggrerating the
horrors et the scene. Se much hait this incident engressed the attention
ef the people in the Eastern Provinces that until this day a Manitoban
would net expeet from lis triends in the East an intelligent estimate etthe constitutional causes that led te the Rebellien, or an appreciation ofit as an uprising against authority asserted without. judgment. Even ifthis lamentable execution had net taken place and drs.wn off ail attention
from the causes of tho Rebellion, and the censtitutional demands which
were made by the Métis (the French balf-breeds>, the remoteness et theProvince itself, the prevailing ignorance, both as te the people who werebeing torced into Confederation and the mode of confederating which wasbeing proceeded with under the provisions et the British North America
Act, sufflciently account for the absence of sympathy with the mevement
which lias always existed in Ontario.

In Manitoba the weight et opinion might almost be said te be appreach-
ing the other extreme. Louis Riel cati neyer be regarded as a hero; themurder of peor Scott makes that impossible forover. Nevertteless, it mustnet be understeod that Scott was inoffensive and harmiesq. It requires but
a aliglit knowledge of his cliaracter te show what a thorn ini the flesh liewas te tlie Métis, and that bis conduet could net tail te get hlm intotrouble seener or later. In the first place, lie was one et the so-called
IlOanadian Party," which seems te have lest ne opportunity of making
itself theroughly detested by the Frenchi and Frenchi halt-breeds iu Winni-
peg and the parishes aleng the two rivers. By the timne et the Rebellionan intense hatred liad grewu up between this Canadian.orange Party andthe Métis, wlio gave allegiance te the priesta. This feeling had been form-ing ever since 1862. Lu that year an English Church clergyman in theVillage of Headingly was arrested for alleged criminal conduct tewardsalialf-breed girl and lodged in Fort Garry gaol-a lew log building which
lias since disappeared. Early in the tollowing year the reverend gentle-
man's parishioners fercibly liberated him tram bis log prison ; but lie hadnot been free long betore the village schoolmaster tound himselt incar-cerated in * the primitive bastile for conspiring te affect bis pastor's release.Next day, however, the Churcli members came around, mounted on thirty
herses, te demand the schoolmaster's release, and showed that they were inearnest by tearing up the palisade with great vigeur, breaking tlireugli oneend et the gaol and liberating their ce-religionist. The Battle of tlie Beyne
was net crowed over more than was this triumph, and henceterward theCanadian Party delighted in shewing their small hatred tewards the Métis
and ln indulging in high-handed treatment of them. This spirit seem8 te
have feund ful! vent wlien it became known tliat tlie .Uudson's Bay Company
liad transferred their centrol te Canada, and the IlCanadian Party " faIt thattheir bands would be strengtliened by the inceming government. Scottis said te have been one of the most impetuous et this party. Hie hatedRiel and made ne attempt te conceal lis feeling. H1e wae twica imprisoned

and broke gaol each time. H1e struck Ilthe captain et the guard," and
heaped insults on the Provisional Goverum ent iudividually and as an
aggregate concern. Hie kept ail the prisoners in a 11gb fever et insubordi-
nation, surrounded Riel with an ar rned party at IC'outu's bouse," on oee
occasion kicked himi eut et a tavern in a most humilia ting way, and Wùrst
ef all, when freed fromn imprisenment in Fort Garry, delighted te clamber
up its dreadtul walls and grin at the warlike party within, very mudli te
their discomflture. There seems te be ne doubt but that peor Scott, With-
eut in any way disparaging him, helped te secure for bimiselt his death
sentence. That lie was bawildered with surprise whau the sentence CaDe,
shows that lie thouglit the Métis would submit te bis abusing them eith
impunity. Tliere seern te have been other reasons for determining upen
bis death, liowever, besides mere personal -wrongs. One ebject Wvas te
trigliten the Canadian Gevernment inte an appraciation of their poweri
and another to secure submission te the rule et the Provisional Government
by punishing insubordination, and se prepare for an axpected attack of the
Indians-"l in a word," se say Riel and Lépine in their letter te ortr
Morris in 1873, "lte secure the triumph ef peace and order, wvhich it was
eur (luty te estahlisb throughout the settlemant, we liad receurse te the
fuIl authority et Governinant." Lt rnight he added that; their Pro viSiOtta1

(4everrnment was the only authorîty in the country at the tinlie. Gvro
McTavish, thinking that the Hudsen's Bay Company liad lianded over all
centre! te Canada, declarad his power at ait end betore Ile shoild have
donc se ; and the [ton. Wm. McDougal1l, armed with bis COIflhs"'0 "'which was te taka effect at the date et the transter et the territory, through
an uiitortunate misuuderstanding was trying te cross the southern b0 undary
long betore lie should have atteuîpted te do se. Lu the meantile, theProvisional (lovernment was the only oe in existence; it saw fit te try
Scott by court martial and condemn huru te death.acino

Without attempting te condone this wanton and blunderingacino
the part et the Métis, it la easy new te turn away from it te the constil
tutional features et the Rebellion. To fully conîprehlend the position taken
by the people et Manitoba it la necessary te reter te "'The Britisht North
Ainerica Act, 1867," betore alluded te. In section 146 et that Act Wdil
be touud the main cause et the Rebellien. This la the first section under
sub-division No. 11, providing for the "lAd mission et other Colonies," and
reads as follewa : ciLt saat be lawtul for the Queen, by and with the
advice et lier àMajesty's Most Henourable Privy Ceuncil, Oit Addressesl
frein the lieuses ef Parliament ot Canada, and frein the lieuses et the
respective Legislatures et the Colonies or provinces et Newfeuudland,
Prince Edward Island, and Britishi Columbia, te admit those Colonies or
Provinces, or any et thein, into the Union, and on addresseS /romn 'l"
I10U888 of ilhe Parliament of Canada te admit Rupert's Land> and the
North-Western ierritory, or eitler et thein, into the Union, ou such ter mnand conditions in each case as are in the addresses" (et the b(usesi ot theParliament et Canada) Ilexpressed, and as the Queen thinks fit te appr vc
subject te the provisions et this Act." Iu this section la laid bare the reot
et the Rebellion ; Newfoundland, Britislh Columubia and Prince EdWard
Island were te be admitted on the address et tlair respective Legislatures.
They were te come into the Union when they liked, and at the reqUest et
their people expressed tormally hogteLcilur.Nwuad
bas net seen fit te conte lu as yet ! Manitoba (Rupert's Land) on the Otherbaud was te be "cadmitted" on the addresses front the fleuses et theParliament of Canada! Nothing was said about censultir.g ber people aste the torm ef Governmexit tbey desired. Tlley were not te be asked
whether they were anxieus te join, Contederation or net. They were 511]Plyte be Iladmitted," and then dragged in by the liair et thei head if theY
exercised their option in retusing the gracieus invitation.

Canada's first mistake arose frein adhering, literally te the word, et the
section. The whole transter et the territory was a cut.and-dried proceed,
ing. The Dominion Qoverument was to pay £300,000 te th, j-iudson's
Bay Company, the company was te surreuder its riglit, title aud interet te
the Lmperial Geverument, and the latter was then te hand over te Canada
said riglit, title and interest. Nothing was said about the people et thetarritory. They were te be transterred iucidentally like the hairs Ou a
miuk skin : they were te go with the soul, probably ou the theory " cu..uS
et 8ludson's Bay uqea olm-srving the disputed point, wbether

the udsn'sBayCompany ever had a shadow et title te the soil. Nonotice whatever was taken et the tact tlat at the time et the preposed
Union there were 12,000 people lu the Province, exclusive altogether ettrappers and otliers having ne flxed residence 0f this number JY565 were
whites, iucluding Canadians, A.mericaus, English, Scotch, Irisli and Fr"n"'
5,757 were Frenchl ît-breed.a 4,083 EnglisI haît-breeds, and the smal
residue were Indians. Upon these people, mnany of thein freiom ibcwhere they or thair fathers had touglit under Papineau for Responsible
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