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Increase of wealth eomsequent upon the econo-
mic condition free trade would enable our pro-
ducers towork under, in order to equal the
expenditure now maintained. 1t is doubtful
if anyone will argue that by removing fifteen
mitlion dolkrs of taxation from the shoulders
of the producing classes ‘and  what percentage
of our population does not contribute to our
producing classes 7) that the purchasing power
of the people will not he increased by fifteen
million dollars, and it must not he forgotten
that this is uot taking into account the taxa-
tion imposed by increased prices of articles
wanufactured in the country in consequence of
the protection afforded them. Remove that
double taxation from the shoulders of labox
and capital and both will be attracted to the
country to work upon our available raw mate-
rials for export, and thereby increase our
population and its wealth,  Will that tnerease
in population and wealth contribute the Hfteen
million dollars to make up the revenue neces-
sary for our expenditure of to-day 7 Uneues-
tionably, yes ! And the experience of the peo-
ple of Great Britain will justify that affirune-
tive.  In 1340 the total forcign trade of Great
Britatn was only $663,000,000, and in 1880 it
was $.‘3,40‘0,0()U,()()O and between 1880 and
1890 it increased to #3,700,000,000 while be-
tween 1872 and 1892 our foveign trade de-
creased, jodged by the per capita standard,
vide Year-Book of Canada.

When Sir Robert Peel made his speech
meroducing the free trade measares in 1845 he
said:

“Show me one relaxation, one reinoval of
prohibition which has not contributed to the
advantage of the great body of consumers. 1
will go further, I will show you that the re-
movals of prohibition have contributed. not
merely to the general weal and advantage of
the consumers, but that they are porfeetly
consistent with the permanent benetit and in-
creased wealth of the producer. A reduction
of the tarift on silk and its materials has been
followed by the increased prosperity of the
silke trate. For centuries the Koglish mwu-
facturer has been protected by a high tariff
aga'nst the ‘pauper labour of France.” He
exclaimed, ‘Look at the state of your silk trade
at this moment.”  The French have long been
accustomed to plume themselves upon  their
silk manufactures.  But it way, perhaps,
surprise a few of those who are listening to
me, to learn that last year, with our relax-d
tarifl, we actually exported to France move silk
than we exported to the whole universe in
any year of the protective system, and there is
no branch of manufactures in which the same
improvement is not ohservable.

The wanufacturers of this country have
free access to the raw materials which  consti-
tute the fabrics of their manufuctures. I am en-
titled therefore, I think, to call upon the man-
nfacturer to relax the protection which he
enjoys. [ eall upon the manufactures of the
great articles of cotton, woollen and linen to
relinquish their proteetion.”

Those words were uttered by a leader who
was elected upon the distinet issue of protee-
tion, in 1841,and who for five years fought for
protection, when the principle of free trade
was cntirely theoretical and was not based
upon the practical experience of half a century
in Great Britain, which isthe object lesson now
before Canadian statesmen.  We can almost
Lear Sir John Thompson after a trial of free
trade, say : Lookat our paper industry for which
wehavean unlimited supply of rawmaterial. We
have exported more paper pulp to the United
States in the past year than we have been able
to manufacture for the whole of the Canadian
people under protection. Look at our coal
industry, we have exported more coal to the
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U. 8. than we have becn able to supply the
Canadian people with in any year. Look at
our woollen and clothing factorics or our
agricultural fmplements; we have exported
more of their products to the world’s warkets
than we have heen able to supply the Canud-
lan people with in any year under protection.
Will that not attract population and iucvease
oar domestic trade ? Will not our farmers hene-
fit by that iucrease of domestic trade 7 Will it
not bring a cousuming population closer toour
western pradries and lessen the rate of feans-
portation for their prodacts without redacing
the price by competition? Is not its value
now fixed by the'frec trade markets whicli con-
sume owr surplus when it has to compete with
the world’s supply 7 Will not the competition
developed nnder the free trads policy  strib-
ute the wealth of the country wore cvenly,
and out of that wealth will not a revenue tlow
into the treasury at loast commenstrate with
the revenue producing  power of the country
to-day, without resovting to the additional
of taxetion rendered necessary in
Iugland to maintain the efficiency  of the
Army and Navy? These are all facts which
have to be wet by protectionists in their fight

maethods

against the promotion of fndividual effort by
logislative enactinent, and o consequent station.-
ary condition of our population.  The  FHon.
Minister of Finance takes pleasing eredit in
his budget speech for 1893 for the fact that
cur imports for the past financial year show a
decrease of two million doltars, while our ex-
ports increased $14,000,000. 1 would respect-
fully ask the Hon. Minister the following
question : I we exported  fourteen million
dollars more and imported two million  dollars
less, how did we get paid for the fourtecen mil-
lion dollars of exports? Did it come to us in
bullion? The returns de not show it! The
product of Canadian labour has gone out of the
country without any visible returns to the
country for that industry,

The fact is that fourteen million has gone
to meet the liability for intervest it is nece sary
to send abroad on our public indehtedness,
our railway indebtedness, and private labili-
ties for luans which in the shsonce of fresh hor-
rowings has to be remitted and has to that ex-
tent impaired the credit of Canadian labor to
import I we held our own honds and stock,
public and private, and the intercst on which

ras due to our own people, would not the
twenty or twenty-five million which has to be
remitted abroad annually to meet it, he avail-
able to pay for tmports and thus show a large
increase of imports, which, according to the
Finance Ministor, would be disastrous to the
credit of the country, If he hatl taken credit
for the fact that we had been able to
meet our liability for intercest by the incrensed
industry of the Canadian people,he would have
been justified, but it eanuot he countendued

there is any just pleasure to be taken out of
the fact that because our imports had deereas-
ed and our exports had increased, therefore
we were richer by the awount of that dittey-
cnce,

There is one broad fact that must stare
every finance minister in the fade, that is, we
are only paid for exports by imports, and we
have to pay for our imports with exports or
other carning power ; the bullion we annually
import or export to regulate our exchange of
trade (which in the past financial year was
only two million dollars on a total foreign
trade of two hundred and thirty million) is a
small item in our receipts for exports or pay-
ment for imports. If Canada adopted the
principles which govern British free trade, the



