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and Hermione in the Winter's Tale, and the opening of the Novelty by
Miss Harriet Jay, with Robert Buchanan’s Blue Bells of Scotland, are the
events which stand prominently forward,

Tre Paris season has already commenced ; the Comédie reopened in
the end of August with Le Cid and Les Précieuses Ridicules, but the
honours of the evening were not for them nor for the actors, but for the
iron curtain or fire screen about which there was quite a buzz of excite-
ment, Like the ordinary green one it is only put down at the beginning
and end of the performance and not between the acts. Time works wonders,
and before long that terrible catastrophe of the Opera Comique will most
likely be forgotten by the public ; the interval which has elapsed since
the closing of all the theatres has done much to quiet the general anxiety
with respect to them, and the public is looking forward eagerly to the
events of the coming weeks. Most of the programmes have been pub-
lished, and are as attractive as possible. To begin with the Théitre
Francais, the rehearsals of Pailleron’s Sowris did not commence before
September ; in the meanwhile Hernani (with Mme. Segond-Weber and M.
Leitner, both débutants, cast for the characters of Dona Sol and Don
Carlos) were to be produced, and Trancillon and The Marquis de Villeman
alternate with pieces belonging to the classic répertoire. These include
an entirely new cast of Monsieur de Pourceaugrac, and Moliere’s Don
Juan, Edipe Roi, and Les Caprices de Marianne. Mounet-Sully will act
the principal parts in the last two. Got and Mme. Céline Monhalaud are
to play Morcadet as soon as the subscriptions for Balzac’s monument are
set on foot. With a comedy of Pailleron’s in prospect, there is little prospect
of any other novelty being produced in the course of the winter ; but M.
Claretie has several in reserve, Le pere le Bonnard, by Jéan Aicard, La
Bucheronne, by M. Charles Edmond, and a promise of a new piece from
Octave Feuillet. Worms is cast for the only male character in la Souris,
and for the principal part in Lo Bucheronne, with Mme. Baretta, who will
also play the heroine of Aicard’s drama, Le pere le Bonnard. E. 8.

CURRENT COMMENT.

Doks it [American Fiction] portray men and women at the close of the
nineteenth century for the most and the best that is in them? Ts it
deep? Does it stir the deepest feelings, bring the deepest thoughts, help
the deepest convictions, feed the desire to be fed on the utmost truth and
beauty and goodness that human life provides? Or does it refuse to be
desp and broad, and aim to be light and narrow—and thorough? We
hold to our conviction that the main essential tendency of the novel is to
become broader and deeper in the study of personality, though in doing
50 it may become narrower in the variety of human types, and may of neces.
8ity have to deal with social types less broadly representative and powerful ;
and that American fiction has not yet attained the high-water-mark of pre-
vioug development in any one of these respec.tsf, however far it may have
gone ahead in others.—A4. Southerne, in the Critic.

IT may seem strange to those who have not studied the matter, that
wood should be recommended for the floors of large apartment houses or
office buildings. It isso recommended because it.is well known to be more
fire-proof than iron. The latter is incombustible, but not ﬁre—progf.

rought iron twists with heat, cast iron collapses when water touches it,
and structures built with iron joists and columns disappear before a con-
flagration with a rapidity almost equal to that of a board house. The
only fire-proof materials are bricks, terra-cotta, concrete, and stone, and
the last of these is very liable to split and cr}xmble under great heat.  Wood
in masges is a slow-burning material. Ordinary floors, formed of joists set
on edge, with inch boards laid over and lath and plaster under, are a series
of flues divided by matchwood. But turn the joists flat and cover them
With boards nailed closely down upon them, and it is not poss1ble‘ to burn
own the structure by an accidental conflagration in a room. The s?hd
Masy of wood, untraversed by air currents, does not feed the flames, but
Slowly chars, and remains intact when water. is poured upon it. Such a
oor must be supported by strong beams at intervals of ten feet or even
ess, but even with this addition it is cheaper as well as far more reliable
han ap ordinary ¢ fire-proof ” floor of iron beams ~and brick arches
opendent upon them,— W. N. Lockington, in the American.

Irj hat no one ever heard of a snoring savage. In fact,
if thz 1:V5?1rfzf:111y ;;u:ht; woods and plains does not sleep quietly, he runs
the rigk of being discovered by his enemy, and the scalp pf the snorer
Would soon adom: the belt of his crafty and more silent-sleeping adve.rsar)l.

N the natural state, then, ‘natural selectxoq” weeds out thqse w'h(.) 'dlst.ur b
their neighbours by making night hideous with snores. With 01Ylllsatlon,
JOWever, we have changed all this. Th(? impure air of our sleepmg-rom;lns
Induces all manner of catarrhal a.ﬁ"ectlom:z. The pasa:l passages are the

™8t to become affected. Instead of warming the. 1nsp11.'efi air on lt}f‘ Ya');
!20 the lungs, and removing from it the (;iangirous tlmgu:}lltge:‘ i:-Vlte}:l t\Zr :c ;nld
s obstructed. part o \rs
esetll(}))t:eg;' :Vl:;' (I)li(?) th: flz:ft?}i The veil of the palate v.ibrates-between thlela

W0 currents—that through the mouth a._no! the one'stlll p?.ssmg thrgug
the partially closed nostrils—like a torn sail in the wxnd: The snore, then,

Sans thatythe sleeper’s mouth is partially open, that his nose is partlal%y
Sosed, and that his lungs are in danger from thfa air not being I‘)ropetrhy
ormed and purified. From the centinual operation of these Ca.u]heﬂ-—— r:

Uereage of impure air in sleeping-rooms atr-xdt Ee:n;;t;té?iegagﬁ;:ainsg;)tr:re

@ illi ing—some scientlst ha ‘
all rzzzp?alﬁéllfhiﬁf,:glpf:f 1) will snore. It goes along with decay of

the teeth and bald-headedness.—Fireside.
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ROMANTIC LOVE AND PERSONAL BEAUTY:

Their Development, Casual Relations, etc.

BY HENRY T. FINCK.

“ To treat this theme of Romantic Love
philosophically, practically, and exhaus-
tively, without erring in the direction of
sentimentality on the one hand, or fall-
ing into the sloughs of metaphysical analysis
on the other, calls for the nicest taste, the
most careful judgment, and the highest liter-
ary skill. These qualifications are possessed
in an ominent degree by Mr. Finck., . . .
The volume is throughout entertaining in
the fullest sense. It is certainly safe to pre-
dict a wide popularity for this book Its sub-
ject is one of never-failing interest, and it is
here discussed in & manner as pleasing as it
ig ingenious and original."—([The Ohristian
Union.

12mo. $2.00.

‘“ Though the firat impression of the work
is that of its uncommon character, this feel-
ing gradually gives way to an ever-increasing
recognition of the intrinsic importance of the
argument it sets forth.”—[Science.

“A work which may fairly be termed
unique. . . It brings together as never
before a mass of highly interesting opinions
and suggestions on questions which will un-
doubtedly continue to be of unequalled in-
terest to the majority of the human race so
long as humanity remains what it is,"—[ New
York T'ribune.

Commencement of @ New Volume-—Now is the Time to Subscribe.

Monthly Price, 13 cents; Annual Nabscription, including Double Chrivtmns
Number, $1.7 5.

THE ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE

PROSPECTUS FOR THE YEAR 1887-1888.

With the issue of the Octnber Number
THE ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED MAGA-
ZINE will enter upon the fifth year of its
existence, and the Mditor tuerefore takes the
opportunity of setting before his readera the
arrangements that have been made for the
New Volume.

The fuct that the past year has proved the
most prosperous since the date of its ostub-
lishment encourages him to maintain and to
develop tho special features of the uuder-
taking, which have already won so lurge a
shars of pubiic favour. It has been shown
that the public is fully prepared to recognise
and apprecirte the sacrifices that have been
made in order to sccure the undisputed ex-
ceollencs of the illustrations of the Maguzine;
and, therefore, no paing will be spared to
keep the work in this department up to iby
present high standard. While advuntage will
be tnken of every process that may be fitly
ewployed in the ren tering of artistic designs,
continned and increased encouragement will
be given to the higher school of wood engrav-
ing, the delicate beauty of whose work is
beyond the rivalry of any mechanical pro-
cess.

It is a satisfaction to the Hditor to feel
that his efforts in this direction, both as re-
aards the qunlity of the engraving itself and
the refinemoent of printing nesded to do
justice to the engraver's work, have been
warmly appreciated by many of the most
distinguished puinters of the Knglish school,
who huve generously plucel at his disposal
many valued exawmples of their art; and he
is hiappy to be able to annnuuce that for the
coming year arrangemevnts have already been
made for the reproduction of desigus by Sir

Frederick Leighton, Bart, P.R.A.,, Sir John-

Millais, Bart, R.A, James Saut, R.A., B,
Burne Jones, A.R.A,, C. Napier Hemy, Hamil-
ton Macallum, E, F. Brewtuall, ete.

Thoe Editor has also secured the continued
and’exelusive services of Mr. Hugh Thom-
son, & young artist whosa talent is well
known to the veaders of THE ENGLISH ILLUS-
TRATED MAGAZINE, nnd whose charming illus-
trations to ‘‘ Sir Koger de Coverly"” serve to
plnce him high in the rank of original de-
signers in. bluck and white.

‘With the October Number will be commenced
a series of papers on
COACHING DAYS AND COACHING WAYS,
By W. Outrum Tristram,

wherein Mr. Thomson will find an appropri-
ate field for the exercise of his talent. These
pupers will also be furnished with numerous
druwings of the picturesque scenery of the
old coaching roads, by Mr, Herhert Railton,
whosse artistic feeling for English architec.
ture has already been exhibited in the pages
of the Magazine.

Among other illustrated papers already ar-
ranged for may be mentioned—

THE SEA OF GALILEE. By Laurence Oli-
phauvt.

COAL MINING. By Miss Margery May.

ANTWERP. By Thomas Macquoid.

HELIGOLAND. By Hamilton Macallum.

MOATED HOUSES. By G. L. Scymonr.

LA MORTE D'ARTHUR. By H. Ryland.

THE YOUTH OF GOETHE. By James

Sime,

In the literary department of the Magazine
the Editor is happy to be able to annownoe a
new featnrewhich he balieves will prove accept-
ableto his readers, in the shape of a monthly
art'wia n_(fz cw;l.tztc:isr}z on hmatters Literary,
soctal, and artistic, from the pen . H. D,
TRAILL. pon of Mr. H.D

With the commencement of the new volume
there will also appear the first chapters of a
new historical novel by PRoF. MiINTO, entitted

THE MEDIATION OF RALPH HARDELOT,

and the first instalment of a new story by the
author of ““ MEHALAR,” entitled v

THE STORY OF JAEL,

Subsequent numbers of the Magazine will
contain, among other works of fiction—

THE MAGIC FAN. By J. 8. Winter.
A PLOT FOR A NOVEL. ByB.1,. Farjeon.

THAT GIRL IN BLACK. By Mrs. Moles
worth, ete.

The Editor has also arranged for a nper
on **PERSONAL REMINISCENCF{’S of
CHARLES DICKENS,” by J. L. Toole; as
well as for the publication of a series of
¢ LETTERS by CHARLES DICKE NS
Early numbers of the Magazine will contain
poems by Algernon Charles Swinburne and
treorge Meredith.

An Entertaining Volume For Every Household,

The London 7imes anys: * Both artists and writers have done their best to give it a high
place in Fnglish periodical literature, and the result is a magaszine which has no rival in

England.”

The English Illustrated Magazine, 1887,

A Haundsome Volums, consisting of over 800 elosely printed pages, and containing nearly 400

Woodcut Iilustravions of various sizes; bound in extra cloth, coloured edges,

Price, $2.50,

Among the Chief Contents of the Volume are the following Complete Stories and Serials :

MARZIO'S CRUCIFIX. By F. Marion Craw- |

ford.
A BLECRET INHERITANCE. By B. L. IFar-
jeon.

JACQUETTA, By the author of “John Her-
ring.”

And contributions by E. A. Freeman, George Meredith, Mowbra Morris
Wyman, A. C. Swinburne, D. Christie Mux"my, T ; % b
Armstrong, James Sime, George Du Maurier, O

well known writers.

GERALD. By Stanley J. Wyman.

MISS FALKILAND. By Clementina Black.
A BIEGY. BABY. Ry J.S. Wiuter.

AN UNKNOWN COUNTRY. By the author

of “ John Halifax, Gentleman.” ithI -
trations by F. NoelII’u.ton. v Hus

Stanlev J.
Grant Allen, Wm, Beafty Kingston, Waltor

scar Browning, Richard Jefferios, and other

With pictares by L. Alima Tadema, R.A,, K. Burne Jones, A.R.A,, Clara Mantalba, T,
Bates, W. Biscombe Gardener, Georgt; Du ﬂIa,m'ier, F. Noel Paton, &, L. szfngu}&'éiZ‘Jgﬁ
Bromley, Duvid Murray, A.R.8.A., Hugh Thowmson, and other artists. '

Macrillan & Co., 112 Fourth Ave., New York

AND ALL BOOKSELLERS AND NEWSDEALERS.



