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CORRESPONDENCE.

It is distinctly to be borne in mind that we do not bY inscrtiilg letters convey any opinionl

favourable to their contents. We open our columois 10 ail wihout le.îning ta any ; and thus

suPply a channel for the publication of opinions of ail shades, to be found in no uther journaml

in Canada.

No notice whatever will be takzen of anonymous letters, nor can we undctake to return

those that are rejected.

Letters should be brief, and written on one side of the paper only. Those intended for

insertion should be noddressed ta the Editor, 162 St. James Street, Montoeal ; those on mattCrs

of business ta the Manager, at the saie address.

T0 the Eaifor of the CANADIAN SPFcTATOR :

REv. SÎR,-I ain jnformed that Sir Hutgh Allan lias offered to erect a

building suitable for a Music Hall, on the site of the old Queen's Hall, if' any

person or persons will guarantee lîim ici per cent. per annum on his outlay,

exclusive of the cost of the grotind. If this information is correct, surcly tic

Offer is a reasonably good one.
The lot of land where uintil recently theesoicalled Crystal Palace stood

WVould make a good site for a building of this kind.

I see by the public prints thatT'oronto will scion be in possession of a Hall

COsting $35,ooo, exclusive of organ. WVhy is Montreal so much belîind lier

VVsennigbu ours truly, CHORUS.

Motîtreal, 6th Nov., 1878.

TORONTO MUNICIPAL MATTERS.

To t4e Editar of the CANAIAN SPECTAT*OR

SInR,-l~A communication ini your last issue from " Miple" lias kept up the

1 will flot take uip your space to criticise tlie Council, as a day of reckoning is

at hand, and very few of tbe present Council will have a scat in the Councîl

Chamber this day three montbs. It is différent niùh the paid officials of tic

City. They are flot elected by the ratepayers, and appear responsible to no one.

The mode in wvbich the city legal buisiness is matnagcd is a standing disgrace.

The follosving are a few instances. Last Junc a by-la'v was submitted to the

ratepayers in connection witlî the newv Exhibition Buildings. It was s0 care-

IesslY drawvn up îlîat the Couincil, after advertising it, stubmitted it tu couinsel,

Who declared it defective. It svas therefore withdrawn. Our brilliant Solicitors

again tried their hands at drawing up) a by-law svith like sticcess.. The legal

Profession picked boles in it. Citizens lauighed at it, and tic Couincîl again

took outside advice uipoi it. l'lie comisquence wvas thit the city was put to tie

expense of advertising two abortive l)y-laws, and the foes for learning that they

Were défective. On the s Stb Jtne, Aldernian Botistcad called attention lu 'lie

PaYmient Of $182 for legal services to, Mr. Fenton and Mr. Murdock, and

asked why the City Solicitors l'ad ilot done the work, wlien thcy were paid

for it. Under tbe biead of l.aw Expenses for z877, nine firms appear to have

receivcd fees fromn thc city for advice or assistance, which the paid Solicitcirs

Were apparently inconîpetefit to givc, and aînongst the laine is Il_. W. (,ale,

-rervices re juj, j-pa1 Arn,,dmdnts, $2oo." Voni iill be supriqed io learn that

Mr. Gale is not a îawyer, but a sir),t manufacturer. The City Solicitors also

appear tînder the sanie heading to have received $672 for sundry expenses ini

addition tu their salary. Volîrs, &c., TIORONTONIAN.

7ho tie Editor of the CANAIAN S[.ECTATOR

SIR ,-Youl have donc good service to this City, Toronto, in adiiting a

series of letters in reference t(> the mniagement.of our municipal affairs, inasmiucli

as it bas dirccted the attention of our corporation olficiaIs 10 the faCt, tiuv othser

Cities are becorning acquainîcd with our condition, anti are coiigrattilatiiig

thcmsclves that thcy are no6t as Tloronto. Withot iaking any refèrence what.

,ver tu the pcrsonality of these officiais, it i s a faict thiat Tloronito scemrs to bc

Onle Of thé hcaviest taxcd cities In tiC Dominion. rhe recklcssncss and wvaste,

the Miismanagement, or something %vorsC, Whicb bias clîaracterized the govern i

nient of tbis city, bas so deeply involvcd il iii debt, and the rate of taxation is

80 burdensome that butndreds are aniu toIae tic city and secuire some

Other resting place, wberc tbe inevitable taxgalberer, wotuld flot be compelled

to fleece tbem, in the way that is donc liere.

Inl connection witlî the fact that tic corporation bas levied some 26 mills

On the dollar for the preserit. year, it may be sîtdîîtteasesr r

valuing the property in many instances at a bîgbcr rate than cotild be obtained

for it b>' the proprietors, nan>' of wblomr wotild gladly selI al the valuation put

tipon it, but cannot realize in cash tic sumn smmposed. It is generally supposed

thlat this bigb valuation is made tinder instructions, buit whctlier it is or not, the

effect is th saile, and tbe numerous appeals against the assessors' valuationS

Sho,,w how mucil the pressure is felt b>' aIl classes of the commuait>'. Under

these circumstances it iynight be Ihaturally supposcd thiat sOmei steps ougbt to be

taken to lesseti the bcavy burdens on tlie taxpayers, by a more carefitl maniage.

nient of affais n > eutOlo salaries, &c. In thîis respect, however,

there are no signs of relief, and the actioni of the corporation inl this iiatter. con-

trasts unfavourab>' with tbe corporation in Montreal ;for, wbile in your City a

reduction of salaries bas been nmade, la Toronito there bas been.an increase, and

thl the burden has been perpetuated and made more Oppressive.
It is trtue tbat Mr. Turner, tbe great financier of the City', is engaged tipoii

a scheme Of consolidation simnilar to tlie one whîich he succeeded in gettilig

Passed a few years ago, by wbicli lie proposes toi reduce the charges on Sinking

Fuiid account, to pay off (if ow:ners ivill notexchange at a valuation) the six

Prcn.debentures and issue others bearing interest at five or even four per

'1flt- (the latter he prefers hinisclf>, and thuis get a momentary relief, in a

rmmiaIbr which looks very much like taking advaatage of the public creditor-

i Y rate it changes ver>' niateriallY the conditions on which these debenti'es

wert issued, and when the charges are taken into the account il is doubt'Ul

uýÈýeXS1 .&fMa8,4remeflt Card and~ SalgPM

wlîethcr even the cii>' wsil receive nîuch bcncfit froni the change. This scbeme
lias )enî 1 efore thie public for soie limte, amîd wliile it motets the approval
of mniy wlîo are anxiouis to obtain soniîe relief, aiîd fancv Mr. Turncr's schiene
ivill sectirt it, oUîcers contend tlîat ver>' litle will be obtained froîn i, and con-
si(ler it at the best sîmpl>' ptitliîîg off paynicut to»a future day, whlilc the position
of the public crediior ivill be cbangedl and tlîc credit of the cil>' conîproniised.
Ti'bs scbecinc, or soniec modification of it, is likely 10 bc adopted, and as

nmniers of the counil arc williîig to accept iiny nîcasure that would afford
ceen tcînî>orary relief, the>' look vs Mr. Turner to bielp tlîeîî out of thie difficult>';
anîd as nîaîîv of tlîiii do iot prctemid bo umliersiand the nicasure itself, the>'

sinîply look on with open eycs, and slîout with openi niouUîh, aîîd applatîd. As

you biave bceii good enoughi 10 admîit thîis series of letters la your paper (if it

is not ain intrusion on yotir space> soniîe mncans iih le takemi to keep you in-

forrncd in refereiîce hoi Mr. 'Futner's measure, as wivel also as 10 the actioni of

the Corporation upon that and cîhier niatters iu wilîi you mua> be interested.
SUFFERER.

CURRENT LITERATURE.

LORD flFERtRN's ADMINISTRATioN. 'l'lie History of the Administration of the
Riglît Honoura>le Earl of I)ufferia, late Governor-General of Canada.
13y ýVilliain I.eggo, of Ottawa, I3arrister, &c. (LovelI Printing and Pub-
lishing Company', Montreal.)

CANADA UNDEit THk. ADMINISTRATI'ON 0F Tif EARL or DUrsqFRIN. B>'
George Stewart, Jr. (Rose-Belford Publishing Co., Tloronto.)

The unprecedcuitcd evemît la our Canadian literature of the sininîtaneous

publicationî of two books iiecessarily so îîcarly siiîiilar as thue above, is suficient
to cail[ forth somnetliing miore tîaîu ail every-day notice ; especiall>' wlîen we flnd

that in both cases the autlior bias done lus work ia suicli a ineritorious manner

as tu demand our praise. It lias pcrhaps uîever before hiappened iii ai>' colou>
that thie adminisrationi of a (Govermior lias been of suifficient importance tu war-

ranut thie publication of such a record. 'l'le Earl of Dufferin was beyond ail
coniparison the most popular of our Camiadian Viceroys, and i is a flttiag

tribute 10 that poptilart>' that these volumes have been givcn tu the public so

scin after lus departure from amuongst lms. if it were ouI>' because thhy coiîtain

the lc:<t carcfmîlly reviscd b>' hiisetf of tîte iost îiportant speeches whîichi have

secuired for Lord Duufferiîu a brilliant reputation as an orator, Ihey would claiuuî

tlîe promp l t attentioni aiid serioms interest of ail inutelligent readers, but thîey also

give lis imi the maini a fuir and reliable lîistory of thue îîolitics aiîd progrcss of the

l)ouuuiliomi silice 1872. On tlie 12111 of June of thiat year Lord I)uffrimi, on lus

depam turc for îhis coîuntry 10 assume the Govcrmuorsblip, was entertaiiied at a

banquet b>' tic peuple of Blfast, and iii bis speech on thiat occasion lus L.ord-

sbip strtick thie kev-notc of lus whuule Canadiau pohîcy. 'l'le six ycars wiliih

hlave elapsed siice Lord Dufferlîs arrived iii Canada have been niarked b>' a

wide extenision of tie borders of thue Doinuion, b>' reiarkaible alterations in thie

fortunes of pohitcal parties, !)y the \Viiiiiplcg aîid Britislb Colutiibian epîsodes,
b>' ai unwonîed depression iii every brandi of trade, b>' the Pacific Railroad
troubles of 1873, and by the political ricactioli of 1877 and 1878. Here was

abuadant material for the liistoriau, aiud for thie îîost part, thue work bas beca

perfornîed with jtmdgiiient and with skill. Folloiig Lords Lisgir and Moncek,
who certaimuly did îiot regard l thie social duities of tbeir station as imperative as

thîcir politicail futacîioiis," Lord l)ufl'eriii made wlherever lic wemît warin liersonial,

fricuudq, as Mr. Stewart says l lie brottgbt hîack to Qîîebcc tie lomigforgotten

meinories of thie ancient P-4'ittne, wheui thie promdl anîd coîmrtly cluivaîr>' of France
lield sway witinm ils couifiics." I-e set before hilaîsell on luis first arrivai
aniongst us a proeraiîe tu whiiel lie faiîhftilly adhered uip 10 the day of bis
departure. He visîted every part of ever>' Province iii the Dominion, and in

tliis way mnade lîlmscîf intima tely acquainîed with al] ils peuple, froîin the
fishermen of P'rince Edward Island tu Uie miners of British Columnbia. 1 le wvas
welcoic tu tic Indiaîis and î>iomîeers of A lgonia and the r'gions of Lake Stîperior,
and oîîe of the best of his admirable speeches uvas addressed 10 a hîandful of

Icelanders in thue far-off Settlemient of Gimîl. DI)ring )lus visits the seduilous
care with which he sought an intiniate personil acquaintauce with the Canadiaii
educational systeni auarked hiti as a very difféenit nman roin an>' of those to

wboîsî Eiigland luad before conîided lier Auuîericari imterests, Nor did our cdii-
cational institutionîs alone mccl wÎîh encourageaient, but our atltletie sports, and
iîîdecd ail Our efforts ut self-îimproveinen t, reccived a fresh impulse. Into our

charactcristic winter sports Uic Viccro>' hinsef entered licartily, and sooin
became a proficient la curling, siiow-shociuig, skating, slcigb-riding and tobogan-
iing. Once oi>' duritig bis terni of office wai thîcre an>' incident which for a
mioment threatened 10 imperi] Lord I)ufferiin's popularit>' or, impair bis useful-

ness,-viz., the appointaient of thie Commission to in1 titre mbt the Pacifie
ScandaI ; but both of the political p>arties will aow admit tlîat it is not necessary'
to 3pologize fôr anything donc or forboruie b>' hlm on thaï occasion. The fact

that ere Iîe left the country' an>' animosities thea excited had aIl been forgotten,
and Iluat botb parties have aow united in bearing testitînony ho his impartialit>'
and patiotic zeal 15 thue Lest proof tbat the Governor-General was as nearl>'
rigl as he could be.

For tlue rest, wbaî caiî we sa>'? Which is tic better book of the two, who

cari decide ? Mr. Le go, withl t he facile Ilîîen of a ready writer," may have
given us rather fuller deltails here and there; and Mr. Stewart lias gracefuhl>'
comidensed, without sacrificing an>' of the value of lus work-perhaps Ibis

would sciurcely appear but for the fact of lus volume beiag smaller. 0f the

Earl's speeches both authiors furnish about the samne, and bohh have had the
saine good fortune in bis Lordsbip's good-wilI, as shown in the personal revision
of the speeches. Necessaril>', the two volumes difl'er s0 little that it would be
extreniel>' difficult 10 sa>' which, wc prefer; and, seeing that the>' us11 stand for
ai lime as works of reference, ouur lionest advice is ho secure both. Mr.
Leizgo's volume bias for illustrations, steel engravings of he Earl and Coliatess
of Dusfeérin, to the latter oU whom the work is dedicated. Mr. Stewart's has for

front ispiece a fine cngraving of luis Lordahip, andi hc dedicates the history ho
Francis Parkmau, wbo has s0 faithfahly recorded our carl>' Canadian, histor>'.
Both volumes are well printed, and the ornate bindings are ha good haste. We

S. J. BA"B & CO., 138 ST. JAMES.- S-TREET.


