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maker have a message to tel1 -h ai. a î

no dlaimi to the title of va/<s or seer, which

the ancients considered a necessary otticc

of the poet.
It is rather difficult to deline what î',

meant by message. Pleasure ail w()lk of

literature must give, and some sa), that tliai

is the real ait of true literature. But tltis
is too narrow a conception, unless that 7

pleasure produces Somte thouglht whlichl
tends to tlic clevation of the ideals of \%.A RýJR
life ini the reader or hearer.

That the maker of a work of literature hav e a înss.îge is a neces-
sary requîrement, but an eîîually ýinîîîortant rcquisitc is that this
message Uc delivered iii proper form. Browning fails, mainly Uecause
he paid too littie attention to rorm, wile, on the other hand, tUe
devotecs of art for art's sake go> to tile other extreme. Now, it xvill not
do to excuse crudeness in work UV an apology for tltc youth of the
author, or by inveighing against criticism, whether latter-day <>r old-
time. I low inany of tUe present day authors would millingly pass
througli the sex ere apprentîceship of sevenl years, which Guy de
Maupassant is said to bave served under lus master Flaubert ?
Seven years. and eýverythintg produe<1 in that uie xvas destroyed.
But Maupassatnt stands out as tUe prince of story-tellers. And just
here let me say, that it seemns to mie a pity to sec so inany of the
youthful attempts, of even renowned authors, reprinted and sown
broadcast over the land. These "sins of youth," as they may propcrly
bc designated, add nothnig to the fame of the author, though an
acquaintance with them may form a nccessary step in tUe study of bis
evolution. On the other hand, nothing would Uc lost to the world
were these, and rnany more, Uuried in oUlivion. 'Ne miîght then hope
to compass somne of tile reaill good literature there is ini the world.

1 have elsewhere made mention of the erying need for criticisnm in
Canada. It is a pleasant duty to note that our chief magazine
is doing something along this line. But 1 think that when Tlie
Ganadian M!agaz.ine bas the Uattlc so weil-nigh won, tUe duty to
hew to the line becomes ail] the more imperative. And yet I can
weIl understand what plaintive petitions are made to editors and

managers, which would aIl but meIt a heart of stone, and there are
publishers who want a quid pro quo, a gond notice for a good adver-

tisement. It, then, becomes almost imperative to pay a competent


