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E wish to correct an error which appeared in
connection with the report of the

cept the small portion divectly in front of his house.
With such a regulation as we suggest, a line of trees
could be planted inside the fence as well as on the street,
and the increased shade thus afforded would be of much
value. House owners would also be enabled to use the
lawns in front of their dwellings without the wncomfort-
able feeling that they were under the scrutiny of their
neighbors and of the public.

UR Pacific coast contemporary, the California

Archilect, \s waging war against the lumber rings
through whase operations it says the price of lumber is
much higher than it would be if the demand governed
the price. Our povary shows that building opera-
tions in San Francisco will fall far short of former years
owing to the impossibility of getting Jumberata fair value.
The Architect would very much like to see the import
duty removed, which would allow supplics of British
Columbia lumber to be brought into California and sold
in competition with stocks held by the lumber “trusts.”

I is satisfactory to know that the railway companies

have at last signified their purpose of placing
guards at the crossings of the principal streets leading
10 the boat landings on the Toronto Esplanade. It may
reasonably be assumed that had this action been taken
five years ago, many lives lost during this period would
hlvc been preserved. It would-seem that anything like

appointed to judge the designs sent in to the CANADIAN
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER competition. The name of
the gentleman who won both first prizes is “ Horwood,”
not “ Howard,” as printed last month.

HE demands of advertisers upon our space
are becoming so great that we shall be obliged 1o
increase the number of our pages, in order to do justice
to our subscribers, who are entitled to a full supply of in-
formation through the various deparlrnems of the paper.
Itis our putpose to increase the snze of the paper as
ds, rather than h upon the space

hitherto devoted to reading matter.

SUBSCRIBER to this journal who is a manufac-
turer of materials used in new buildings, and is
natwrally interested in knowing where and by whom
proposed buildings are to be crected, ins that the

hensive scheme for the improvement of the
Esplanade is still far distant, although it is a matter that
demands immediate attention, and the neglect of which
must lead to increased difficulties in the way of the ulti-
mate accomplishment of the desired object,

T is satisfactory to learn that an understanding has
been arriven at between the Master Plasterers and
their employces in this city, by which it is hoped the
question of wages may be considered settled until April
of next year. It now seems reasonably certain that the
present building season in Toronto will be allowed to
pass without a strike, and it is well inthe general interest
that such is the case. The amount of building in pro-
gress, owing principally no doubt to the scarcity of
money, :md the difficulty of obtaining loans, is fac short

foreman. If he does, and works hard, he will secure
wages that he can never obtain as an indifferent
mechanic, though he should have a dozen trade unions
at his back. There is room at the top for good men as
fc with the panying results in the shape of
large wages.

e ——
E note with pleasure that atan enthusiastic meet-
ing held in Kingston a few days ago, it was
decided to attempt the establishment of a School of
Practical Science and Agriculture. The projectors of the
undertaking state that the school it is proposed to
found will not make skilled mechanics of those who at-
tend it—it is not proposed to do so—but it will give their
education a practical trend ; it will give them an under-
standing of the nature of wonds and metals and their
properties, and an expertness with tools which will insure
them a rapid promotion in the workshops ; it will con-
mbule to lheir expermcss, and secure for them, as’
fi their effici
They runhcr sune their beher that the need onhc bour
is the spread of practi ion, such
as can be obmned only in a techaical hall. It was re-
marked as a lamentable fact that the education given in
the public schools was not practical enough. It tended
to the professions ; something was needed Lo tram young
men for other callings. We hope that success will
crown this laudable undertaking, and that the youth of
Canada will no longer require to go beyond the bounds
of their own country to obtin the techmical knowlege
necessary to fit them for success in mechanical pursuits.

E see it stated that Mr. Percy Wood, the

desigacer of the Brant monument at Brantford,
Ont., is at work on a sculplured monument which it is
proposed to erect at Ottawa to commemorate the
suppression of the Northwest rebellion. Wr. Wood
resides in England, and is no doubt a clever artist.
Without wishing to say anything in disparagement of
him, we desire, however, to express our unhesitating
opinion that there is no reason why work of this kind
should be " given to a foreigner over the heads of our
native artists, and without giving the latter an opportu-
nity of showing what they are capable of doing. The
same may with as much truth be said of architectural

of We arc infc d that many
nu v:nlkmg about the cily unable 10 get employment.

list of permits granted for new buildings in Toronto and
published in the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BVILDER,
is robbed of much of its value by the fact that many of
the buildings are well under construction before the per-
mit is abtained. Other serious objections to the systemn
of issuing permits after instead of before construction
begins, were pointed out in these columns last month.

[t istime that the present practice should be reformed.

F there was a law compelling people 1o build at an
agreed upon distance from the strect line, it would
give a much improved appearance to the streets of our

building has been very much reduced in ex-
ent, and the few largc structures 1 course of erection
have only as yet reached the stage where employment
can be given to stone cutters, masons and laborers.
Under such conditions, workmen will consult their own
interests as well as the general good by being reasonable
in their demands.

LTHOUGH therc ave gencrally more men to do
A the work that offers than are required, there are
nevermore cnpable men thancan find employment. While
Jow down there is always a crowd and much struggling
for positions, high up there is room, although not for the

cities, The petition of say two-thirds of the property
owners on any street should be sufficient to cause the
Council to define the distance from the street linc at
which houses must be built. There are many streets in
our Canadian cities which arc ruined in appearance by
some of the houses being built close to the sidewalk
Jine. At present if @ man builds some distance back
from the street he takes the chance of having his neigh-
bor erect a bailding further forward than his own, and of
finding himself thus entirely shut off from the strect ex-

lazy or i ble. Itis a very rare thing indeed to
come across n forethan of any of the building trades
who is as good 2 man as he should be. He may be a
good mechanic, and yet unable to take the position of
foreman through his mability to control men or under-
stand the plans furnished him for his guidance. A man
who can understand plans and yet is not a first class
workman does not make a good foreman once in ten
times. Our adrice to the young apprentice is, that he
should make up his mind to become at least a first-class

designil If the people of Canada, and especially
those who have the bestowal of patronage of this kind,
desire or expect to see this country make satisfactory
progress in art, they must display more loyalty toward
native talent. If this course be not taken, and it be-
comes apparent that all the prizes worth having are
handed over to foreigners, we shall not be able to retain
in this country artists of first-class ability, Such a result
would before many years react upon the prugress and
prosperity of the Dominion, and indirectly at least upon
the interests of those whose unpatriotic conduct had
brought it aboul. Let us give cvery encouragement 1o
the lof of Canadi bition and talent, and
thereby assist in making this coontry the pride of
Canadians,

HE pap of the d confla-

gration which took place a few days ago at Hull,
P. Q., reveal a state of things by no means creditable to
the residents of that unfortunate city. Two scourgings -
should have been sufficient to teach the people of Holl
that-a city constructed largely of wood requires the

. most perfect fire-protecting apparatus, and above all, a

fire brgade thoroughly cquipped and trained to act
promptly and intelligently when the emergency demands



