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THE SUPREME COURT.

The Bill tor the abolition of the Supreme
and Exchequer Courts, introduced by Mr.
Keeler, has been signally rejected by the
Commons. It is noteworthy that the votes
st in favor of abolition were considerably
fewer than last session. While this is the
Case, it cannot be denied that both in the
House and country there is a strong feeling
of dissatisfaction with these Courts. Many
Who, under the pressure of the influence
and opinion of the leading men on both sides
°f the House voted against the adoption of
the Bill did so while still feeling that the

Complaints made were not altogether un-|

founded, Many more were not willing to
€ommit themselves to all the consequences
of such a measure, though quite free to ac-
!‘ﬂowledge disappointment with the work-
Ing of the highest tribunal in the country.
he leader of the Government himsel{ was
Y Mo means eulogistic of the Court, and
D a degree defended the policy of such
Questions being raised in the House for dis-
Cll.ssion. Heis not alone in the opinion that
this meang of making our judges aware of
Public feeling, may have a healthy influence
Upon them.
The age is past, if it ever existed, when
the very name of a Court begat veneration.
udges, as well as other men, must win pub-
I:C esteem if they would have it. They must
Ot expect the manner in which they dis-
. Arge their public duties to be above pop-
2T criticism. While Canadians are, with
f:‘): reason, proud of their justiciary, and
01 ¥ to yield all honor due to the Courts
ab '9 land, their admiration is by no means
lind or unthinking one. Unfortunate

- Would jt be for Canada were it otherwise.

oVen the best of men are none the worse
T @ constant feeling that their every act

N Weighed by the unbiass:d judgment of a
Tee people. }

.

.
It would, however, be a most serious mis-

ake to fancy that the admitted partial fail-

u

ete ottheSupremeCourt to satisfy the popular

Xpectation ig wholly, or even principally, at-

tributable to any fault on the part of its mem-
bers. Indeed, very few of those who com-
plain of the working of the Court base their
objections on any such ground. The diffi-
culties in the way of the complete establish-
ment ot a Supreme tribunal having jurisdic-
tion over the whole Dominion are many
and grave. Not only must it show itself
capable of grasping the great questions that
grow out of the conflicting interests and
usages of widely scattered Provinces, but
it is called upon to administer laws dissim-
ilar, not merely in their present form, but
in their principles and origin. It is from
the Province of Quebec that the main op-
position to the Court comes.  This is not
to be wondered at, because the lawsof that
Province differ so entirely from those of the
other parts of the Dominion. There are
only two members of the Court chosen from
Quebec; and there can be little doubt that
in appeals on questions arising out of the
civil law, the decision will practically de-
pend on these two judges. As to the other
members of the Court, it must be admitted
there is some incongruity in the idea of
their sitting in judgment on the decisions
of able jurists who have devoted their whole
lives to the study and practice of this law.
And if, in such cases, the Court is to be
governed wholly by two members, we may
have the further incongruity of two judges,
admittedly eminent,reversing the decisions
of a greater number of judges scartely less
eminent.

While all this is true, the considerations
in favor of the continuance of the Court are
more than sufficient to outweigh all objec-
tions to it.  The evils which would neces-
sarily tollow from a lack of uniformity in
judicial decisions in the different Provinces
constitute the prime need for such a Court.
If Confederation is to be a real success there
must be a union in more than name. We
require not only common laws, but a com-
mon amrrd uniform interpretation and admin-
istration of them. Again, one effect of
union must necessarily be the gradual as-
similation of the laws of the different Pro-
vinces, and many of the evils now com-
plained of will thus work their own cure.
Time and patience only are needed.

So far as concerns the manner in which
the officials of the Court discharge their
several duties, the chief complaint has
been against unnecessary delays. In this
respect there appears to be reason for fault-
finding. Therecannot be any very good ex-
cuse for these delays, as the Court is well
known not to have been in any way over-
worked at any time since its formation.
Probably if there had been more work to
do, it would have been more promptly done,
for nothing appears more provocative of

delay than idleness. If judgments were
more promptly rendered, and then not al-
lowed to be forgotten before being reported,
one step at least would be taken towards
securing for our highest Court that public
esteem and confidence which, in the pub-
lic interest, it should enjoy.

MILITARY EXPENDITURE.

The Adjutant-General of Militia, Lieuten-
ant General Selby Smith, in his report for
1879, sketches more than an ambitious
scheme of national defence from the Atlan-
tic Ocean to the Pacific. The office of
Adjutant-General of Canadian militia can
only be held by a British officer ; and it is
natural that this functionary should look at
the position of Canada in the Empire from
an Imperial point’ of view. It-is not sur-
prising if the Canadian point of view does
not always coincide with his. The diver-
gence may at any time be seen in the
expenditure which the Adjutant-General
suggests, and which the Legislature does
not always think proper to incur. He is
puzzled over the apparent contradiction be-
tween the alleged unwillingness of members
of Parliament to incurincreased expenditure
for militia purposes, and the fact that mu-
nicipalities sometimes supplement Govern-
ment grants. The inuendo is. that Parlia-
ment could be induced to grant increased
sums, if the Government would only have
the courage to a<k for them. While it is
within the recollection of everybody that
one Government lost power in the endeavor
to increase the militia expenditure, in ac-
cordance with Imperial ideas, another Gov-
ernment is not likely voluntarily to encoun-
ter shipwreck on the same rock. If Lieut..
General Selby Smith would recall this
disaster to mind, the mystery with which
he is perplexed would be explained.

The Adjutant-General is of opinion that
the withdrawal of the Imperial troops
has devolved on Canada the duty of
providing for ¢ the efficiency of the mil-
itary establishment.” Has the Imperial
government, then, no longer any duties in
this connection? Among the means of
forming an efficient military establishment,
the Adjutant-General ranks a Canadian
army, “ men whose business it is to study
the art of war as professionals.” To facili-
tate this study, he would have us establish
three training schools for cavalry and
infantry. The people of Canada will, he
thinks, rise gradually from the militia stage
and ¢ shortly accomplish entire self-reliance-
for defence in arsenals and manufactories
of their own.” When that state of things
arrives Canada will be an independent
nation. An organization of 650,‘000 men as




