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Ambulance Work during the Franco Prussian War of 1870-71 sary to warni a person a-ainst suchl proceedings. t fw

B>~~~~~~ SU G O A R N N R G O s f the A nglo-A nerican A mibulance, wvith w ho mi 1 v as ac-
(Read bebre Mhe Associa/ion of Médical Officers of' the Mulai quainted, and as thev wvere short lîanded for the ainouiit of

of Canada.) wvork they liad to do 1 wvas inviteci to join their ambulance,
______and after getting the consent of the Commandant 1 changed

my quarters to a large fortification and barrack overlooking
It is not my intention to take up any special cases of the town. Here the Anglo-American Ambulance hiad over

military surgery but rather to give a slight description of the Soo wounded men, flot over hiaif of whom hiad been attended
actual life and experience of a surgeon on active service dur- to, a great many %vere dying, and freshi arrivais were comning in
ing a modern war. constantly %with wounds of every conceivable description, some

When war wvas declared between France and Prussia 1 with both arms off, sonie wvith both legs and perhiaps huliet
lhad the good fortune to be at St. Thomas' hospital. 1 macle wounds on other parts of' the body. Amlonigsî somle of thec
up my mind at once that 1 should see some active service wounds that camne under mny own observation 1 might men-
and believing as ail the n-orld did at that timie, that France tion one where the bail entered the eye and escaped at the
wvould defeat Prussia, 1 crossed over to Paris but althoughi 1 ear, rccovered. Another entered the ear and escaped at tlie
had the very best of influence 1 failed td get anl appointment. eye, fatal. One throughi the neck fromi front to rear, grazing
The French wvouId not look at a foreigner. tra.chea and arterv, Iived a wviek, several cases shiot througli

After witnessing the most tremiendous excitement ini the the lung, recovered, one case through 1the abdomen, recover-
streets of Paris and preparations for war, 1 returnied to Loti- ed, quite a nlumber hiad the genteal muscles anld parts of the
don and wvith the aid of fri ends, --- lo tahi y the senlior physîcianl buttocks carried away wvitl shelis. Another interestinig case
to St. Thomas' hospital, Dr. P"eacock, wh'lose clinical cierk 1 was that of a Prussian Uhlan, bail entered near the upper
had been, 1 was întroduced to Count Bernstorff the Prussian margin of the occipital bone a littieý t one side of the miedian
amnbassador at London, and throughi him 1 ultinmately got an line passing downwvards ; a probe could be passeci ini for a
appoîntrnent in the Prussian service, thougli fot wît bout diC- distance of inches. He was perfectlv sensible, clid not ap-
ficulty as there wvas considerable jealousy and suspicion of pear to suifer much iinconiveiiei!ce, wvas placed on his, back
l'oreigncrs. 1 wss at first sent to different hospitals in the in bed wiîlî the hope that toreilher wvitil the discliarge and
rear, and finally joinied the ariny at Sedan, just after the the balîs ownl Xveigiîî il wouid g ravitate towards thec surface,
battie. Everylhing wvas still smoking and as i approachied but it dici not. lie remnained ini the saine condition for about
the scelle of actual hostilities 1 began til realize more fuliy tell days, eat in- i'ell, pulse very slgîvincreased, bowels
the seriousness of Nvhat wvas transpiring. On the way dowil and kidne) s reg'ular, appet ite good. At the end of ihlai time
we saw at evcry station long trains loaded wvîth infatitry. lie insisteci upon getting up and iheni began lu Ialk wvith and
cavalrv and artillery being hurried to the front, nearly ail of wvait uipon the ollier patients, even carrvîng pails of wvater
the trains decorated wvith fiags and covered with ever- troni a well une litndred yards, awvav, liiîaily dom go as mîîtcl
green branches. The soldiers %vere cheering, lauglîing, work as a mati in licalth. Overworked ats« w*e r, anyone
singing '' The %Vatch on the Rhine," and hiaving a good beingr able to take care of' lîiîself %vas alluwed Iu do0 so.
lime generally, but w~hile our train, iviliih had a particularly Ote moriiiigtlree weeks atter lie came int thle hospital lie hiad
joliy and noisy lot of feilows, Nvas waiting at one station, been assisting as usual, lie cailne to nie and said lie didn't
another train front the opposite direction drew slowly ini. feel verv welI. 1 toid imi 10 go and lie down. 1 finishied
The cheering and singing- suddenly closed, the loud laugh dressing the case 1 was engaged upon and then went over to
was hushed and many faces that but a moment before look- lus bed. He %vas lyiiîg quietlv wvith the blankets drawn up
ed so ruddy and jolly, nowv assumed a very different expres- over his head. 1 turtied theml dowvn and foutid lie had ex-
sion. H-ere wvas a page froin the other side of tlhe story, and pi red.
hiere too, was probably the first real intimation tliese ilew Another interesting case %vas fluat of a French Zouave.
troops hiad got, to convince thein that il was a business trip wvhose thighi 1 assisted ini amputating; inmmediaîely after the
they were on and not that of a holiday excursion. The long operation lie was carried to his bed and anoîher subject for
mmcoming train of flat cars wvas iiterailv covered with wvound- amnputation plaiced on Hie table. In thermidsî of uis operation
ed mnbeing setback froiln the front, heads, arilegs oriaieorsurprise un looking up and seeing the old Zouave
other parts of the body rougly bandaged and blood staiîîed. who liad just been carried to his bed standing on alle leg,
Somne slîgtyionesm oesrosyadohr leaning over the shouilders of soi-e of the assisitants and
even ini a dying condition. Fromi ibis on 1 niecd not tell vou wvatehing the operation \vith the utmosi interest. He liad
there wvas iîot quite so mutchi Cui going on. got out of bei liopped and shufllcd hiimself along, t the

On coming nearer 10 Sedan the signls of the terrible table, said wve hadn't hurt inui and lie wanted to see liow il
struggle began to present tiieniselves on ail sides, large wvas done. 'l'le munmber of our pa*tienis soon begami to grow
trees lopped off ini ail directions bv shot and shell, great fur- less, paruly througli clcath and partx' througlh reinov'al to
rows tori up iin the groumîd, houses in ruins, brokeu do%%n hospitals ini the rear, tluev hei- siuipped back inb Gerilany
and abandoned field pieces, mittrailluse, rifles, kîuapsacks, as rapidly as possible 1 thierei*,refore seized the first oppor-
hieinets, cuirasses, swords, lamnces, ambulance waggonis, luîîiiy to look about the battlefied,.
mnedicine chests, saddlery, drums, bugles, band instruments, Sedan, ant old walled towvii ini Champagne district, about
dead luorses anîd nuen. The whole country for miles arotinc to miles fromn the I3elgian fron lier, beautifuhlv situaîed at the
%vas strcevn with these. On reaching Sedan, inside of lualf foot of' a succession of lills wvlicli bower up iimmcidiately
an hour 1 was hard at work, with any nlumber of cases, beliind ; and winding, graccfully aloug the fronît of the town
enough 10 deliglit the heart of any youîig mantihankeriîug for is a smooth clear stream of wvater, the river Meuse, on the
a chance of a surgical operation. It looked pretty liard to opposite side of wvlicli broaci flat plateau streiclies a distanice
nie at first, so maily poor feilows dying in ail1 directions, and of five or six miles ini eci directiomn, this is girl about wiîlî
shiocked me considerably, but i soon becanie accustomed to iigh Iis and upon ils plain wvas fouglîl.i the liercest part of
il and gui my hand in firsi exiracting bullets, splinters of of Huiat fierce battle of Sedan. It wvas into luis plain and
wood, dirt, stones, fragments of sliells, anîd ini one case the wvalled towni tuai tlie Prussians ainîed at pres-.tig thue Frenich
shattered pieces of a silver wvatch, aind dressing tilese cases. army, whlich willimigly retrcated to luis point as il wvas
1-ere we had an outbreak of Typhius fever anid the oîîly cases strongly fortified anîd ini case of defeat hiere ilueir %vay wvas
of thai disease 1 saw duritug the wvar. 1 înay mention in con- clear for retreal omi Paris, but oid Voni Molike luad arraiged
neciou with this tHat a Fretuch prisoner, a sergeant, wvas or- tlîimgs otlîerwise.Pime rdmkClae'srnyncupe
dered ho prepare a lot of mlustard plasters. He was given a iliat iliglît iiearly 6o muiles awav, camp fireýs ,vere liigluîed
large pail, mustard, and huot wvater anud told luow to nuix it. and the miemu ail settled dowvm f'or the miglt, but %vere aroused
H-e took il outside, rolled up luis sleeves above tlie elboNvs, quietly imlinueciately 0on the aîîproachl of darkness. The
filled the pail hiaIt full of mustard amnd pourng the water on cavalry, of wilui h le liad a very' large nuiuber, tîuounted amnd
proceeded tu mix it witlî his huands atnd banc arms. I[le comi- ýt«irted ini hot hiaste to cul thue Frenich army off froin Paris,
tinuied stirring il about and working il up nicely until a- w~hicli thuey did so successfuilly, iluat the Frenich who had
sharp bumniîug sensation catised him to desîst anid made luim jbeeil posted as to wlîere this army eîîcamped lthe previous
hustle pretty lively. His hands and arnis to above the jevening could miot unicierstand wvliere this lie%%- aniy that ap-
elbows were fnightfully blistered, blood poisoning eîusued jpeared in bluein rean ini tîe niomning liad cornie fromn and be-
and hie died. 1 mention Ibis as few wvouid consider it neces-Blieved for some lime that they were neinforcememts from


