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greeting warnier aiîd more full of friendslîip tlizan ever before, for
lias not our sympathy been miellow'ing andi ripenixîg during anl-
otlie year, short thoiigh it niait scc-ni ? And not aJonc the oid
mien-bers do we greet xvith giadniess, but the nlew, and those wvlo
corne to us as w'elcome guests. I utteriy fail to grasp the true
sentiment of the profession hecre if your visit at tlîis timie does not
niake you feel how glad we arc to have you as our guests, and
hlow anxious wxe are that this brief perioci of relaxation froni your
onerous professional duties mnay be onec of the miost pleasant and
profitable you have ever spent. This Province, thoughi young in
years, lias for the gi-eater part of its life takenl a proinient place
in educational niatters. Our Public Sehool systern growing, -out
of tlîat establishied by that wise -educationalist, Dr. Egertoil
Ryerson, is one of which xve are julstly proud, and yet it lia 's its

fault. A ew yars go Dr. H-utchison, of London, readappe
before the Association, pointing out the injury occasioned to our
growing youth by flic pi-esent systern of deterniiiing promiotion
by flic result of Nvritten exanîinations. I-le shoved lhoxv 'a very
largye arnounit of tic xvork clone xvas simiply craminiing- for exaniiiu-
ation, and not truc education. Tlîat a great niany children and
young p~eople -were sevcrely injured in hecalth froni the uinxise,
but unavoidable, coi-rpetition uncler the system.

At hast freedoni and better order ai-e miaking tii ir appearance.
The I-on. R. H-arcourt, -Minister of Education, lias brought in a
bill this session mlakcing- changes as far as city schiools ai-e con-
cerned, and lie proposes ciscussinlg more r-adical changyes witlî a
coniniittee appointed at the Ontario Teachers' Association, so as
to eniarge its scopc ncxt year to appiy tù ail the schools of the
Province> thus making our systemi more educative and less com-
petitive by coilbiîîing witlî it mlanual training and'l eliminating
many of the examinations. Our pupils w'ill flot tiien be under s0
great a mîental strain, and xviii have better opportunities to niature
and niake the healthy men aîîd woîien this country requires for
the great future it lias before it. Truly xve cari get along Nvith
fewcr îîcurastlîenics, neurotýcs, and cranks than we have at pre-
sent. We welcorne the evidence of progressive thiotughfi andc in-
terest in the welfare of our youtlî on the part of the Governnient.

Vie congratulate the nîccical .schoois of the Province on tlîe
gooci work tiîey are doing. Oui- graduates compare most favor-
ably xvith tiiose of sinîilar length of training wlîherever.tlîey may
haïl from-nien going froni our sclîools lîaving, that -vithin
"wiîiclî maketlî thei not aslianicd," notxvithstandîng the immense
eridowments of the ;vealthy colleges ci scwhere on the continent.


