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A Definition ot the Attitnde of the Party
in view of Mr. Gladstone’s Proba-
ble Resignation.

LoxpoN, March 1.—When Mr. Glad-
atone entered the House of Commons at
3.30 o'clock this afternoon he was greeted
with a storm of cheers which lasted
geveral minutes. He walked directly to
his usual seat and beld a whispered con-
sultation with John Morley, chief secre-
tary for Ireland, and Sir William Har-
court, chancellor of the exchequer, who
sat on either side of him. Lord Rose-
bery, who is looked upon as the coming
premier, cccupied a seat in the press

gallery. ‘ .

The Speaker put the question that the
amendments of the House of Lords to
the Iocal Government bill be congidered,
when Mr. Gladstone arose and addressed
the Honse in what in many respects was
the most remarkable speech he has de-
livered for many years. He showed no
sign of waning power except for an occa-
gional alight huskiness in his otherwise
resonant voice. _

Mr. Gladstone began by saying that
tbe Government had reached the conclu-
sion that the time for passing bills back
and forth from one House to the other
bad ended and had decided upon a
definite course. *To continue the pro-
cess would be loss of dignity to both
Houees, and the Government has decided
to stop the operation and take a decided
course. The Government had the choice
of rejecting the House of Lords’ amend-
ments and abandoning hope of passing
the bill, or of accepting them under pro-
test with the hope of soon reversing
thems. The Government sadopted the
second choice. The action of the House
of Lords regarding the bills of this ses-
sion has raised & t}ues ion of the gravest
chavacter. Two of these bills, the Home
Rule bill and tae Employers Liability
bill, accupied the attention of the House
in committee 100 days. They involved
vast labor, Members of the House of
Commons have worked threugh this ses-
sion almost double the length of time of
any session on record and with an un-
called amount of intensity. This labor
was for the purpose of enacting bene-
ficial legislation. The House of Lords,
without giving it much consideration,

WRECKED THAT LEGISLATION.”

Mr. Gladsione said he remembered a
book published in 1880 called * Fifty
Years of the House of Lords.”” The con-
tents of the book left upon the mind of
every Liberal a painful but firm con-
viction that the action of the House of
Lords during these fifty years had been
grievously unsatisfaotory. After further
reviewing the action of the Lords in the
pagt on various vital questions, Mr.
Gladstone said :

“We have now come to_a more acute
stage. The question now is whether the
judgment of the House of Lords is not
only to moadify but to anaihilate the
whole work of the House of Commons.
The Government has not been anxious
to precipitate or unduly accentuate a
crisis. It has been anxious rather to
gave something from the wreck. We
are, therefore, compelled to accompany
our acceptance of the amendments of
the House of Lords to the present bill
with the declaration that the differences
between the two Houses cannot con-
tinue. Without using any bard words or
without presuming to judie motives,
we feel it our duty to state the indisput-
able fact that the issue is raised between
a deliberative assembly elected by the
votes of seven million men angd a differ-
ent kind of an assembly, though it were
ocoupied by some men of virtue and
talent. That controversy, onee raised,
must go forward to its issue.”

Mr. Gladstone said he was rejoiced
that this issue had been postponed in
many cases, partly owing to discretion
and reserve. In the use of the enormous
privileges which the House of Lords had
on various ocoasions showed, he wss
afraid that the epoch of that reserve, dis-
cretion, and eircemspection had ended.
Otherwise the members of the Opposition
must feel that in some way or other

THE SOLUTION HAD BEEN FOUND

for the tremendous contrariety and in-
cessant conflict on matters of high prin-
ciple and profound importance. Between
the representatives .of -the people and
those filling the non-elective chamber he

admitted that ' the: House of Commons !

of ita own oase. There was a higher au-
thority than the House of Commons.
There was the anthority of the nation,
(cheers and counter cheers), which must
in the last resort decide the crisis at
once.. The Government - would regard
the decision as absolutely final, The
time had come, Mr. Gladstone con-
tinued, to invite this decision of the
people. The ciroumstances under which
the decision would be invited constituted
a question of the gravest charscter. His
own duty for the present lay in attract-
ing attention to the fact that in consid-
ering the amendments of the House of
Lords, the House of Commona dealt with
an inseparable part of the question, The
smending of the Parish Councils bills,
viewed in this_light, had become & pro-
foundly acuteissue, which would demand
and receive settlament at an early date
from the highest aunthorities. If the
Government should ask the House to
accept the mutilated bill the advice
would be given under a grave sense of
respongibility. The Government were
properly unwilling to do unnecessarily
anything which would stimulate the
sharpness of the present crisis. They
hesitated, therefore, to consign to de-
struction the only Eortion remaining
from the arduous work of the expiring
session. (Loud Liberal and Radical
cheers.)

MR, BALFOUR AND MR. CHAMBERLAIN.

i [Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, leader of the
Unionists, was cheered by the Opposition
as he rose to reply to Mr. Gladstone. The
speech just made by the Prime Minister,
he said, amounted to a declaration of
war upon the House of Lords. He did
not fear the Prime Minister’s oovert
tbreat. If the Government would ap-
peal to the country the Conservatives
would welcome the attempt to make
public opinion of the House of Lords the
isaue.

Lord Randolph Churchill spoke next
for the Conservatives, If the Govern-
ment should choose to begin at once the
battle royal on the constitution they
never would get to the Newcastle pro-
gramme or the budget or even the
Queen’sspeech. This declaration of war
on thespur of the moment was founded
on a slender basis, If the Lords had not
amended the Parish Councils and Em-
ployers’ Liability bills the Prime Minis-
ter would not have proposed nor even
suggested their destruction. Apparently
the minister had not cared to destroy the
Upper House on account of the rejection
ot the Home Rule bill. It was absurd to
denounce thisand proclaim a protracted
sgitation throughout the country for the
abolition of them merely because the
two houses disagreed over 2 few amend-
ments. There was no justification for
this holding up the House of Lords for
the execration of the people. Liberals
would find that they had made a fatal
mistake in joining the movement whose
goal was the abolition of the Upper
House.

S. Storey, Radical,delivered a vigorous
speech againat the House of Lords.

After the debate Edward Majoribanks,
Chief Liberal whip, announced that the
House would be prorogued on Monday
until March 12.

AN IRISH VIEW

LoxNpoN, March 1,—Thefollowing state-
ment of the committee of the Irish Par-
liamentary party was given out late last
night. The purpose of the statemeni is
to define the attitude of the party on the
main Isish question—Home Rule—in
the event of Mr, Gladstone’s withdrawal
from office : * So much excitement has
been created by rumors concerning the
position of Mcr., Gladstone that it may
be well to point out that the lrish mem-
bers remain calm, because in their judg-
ment there really is no mystery in the
matter, no occasion for surﬁmse or sen-
sation. Everyonse, especially every poli-
tician, who is not blind to the manifest
facts, must have been well aware for no
inconsiderable time that the retirement
of Mr. Gladstone from the office of Prime
Minister, or at least some modication of
his position, resulting in lighter labors,
if not in lighter responsibility, had to be
kept in view as an event that could not
be long deferred. The one wish among
the Ivish members is that Mr. Gladstone
may continue in the post of supreme di-
rector as long as he finds it possible to
doso. They believe he will so continue
until he finds himself unable to further
ersevere. But at his great age, with its
urdens of infirmity, the time when he

.can no longer discharge to hiz own satis-

faction the arduous duties of the premier-

what constitutes the peculiarity of their

believe no conclusive step has been
taken, 80 that the situation remains at
this moment substantially the same as
it bas been for some time past. The re-
construction of the Cabinet in its most
vital part by a change in the premier-
ship, would be an event affecting so
materially the whole political position
that the Irish members are confident,
regard being had as to the state of par-
liamentary and political forces, and of
the position of home rule as being the
foremont issue to be submitted at the
next election, that no definite or, at any
rate, irrevocable step wonld be taken by
Mr. Gladstone without an opportunity
being vaen them to present the expres-
sion of their views.” ’
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FROM THE SEVEN HILLS.

[V1a the Liondon Universe.]

The Osservatore Romano denies that
the Vatican has inspired or revised Count
%%derml’s pamphlet on the condition of

me.

A Catholic Congress was opened at
Rome in the hsll of the Academy of
Arcadia, under the presidence of Prince
Francis Massimo, on Thursday.

Cardinal Ledochowski, Prefect of the
Congregation of the Propaganda, has for-
warded & letter to the Superior-General
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate, thanking them for their Apos-
tolic labours in foreign countries,

The Lenten sexmons ars being preach-
ed as customary by Father Francis of
Loreto before the Holy Father, the
membera of the Sacred College, and the
prelates and personages of the Pontifical
household. The Abbe Stiltz, of the dio-
cese of Paris, is the preacher at 8t. Louis
of the French,

The Holy Father has recently received
the Reverend General of the Ministri of
the Infirm, who presented him a con-
tribution to Peter’s-pence; a deputation
of the Virtuosi of the Pantheon, who
offered him a bronze bust of himself;
the Superior-General of the Sisters of
Bon Secours; Father Balestra of Genoa,
and a deputation from the College of
Mondragone.

Father Benedetto di Milia da Calitri,
formerly Capuchin missionary in Eng-
land, armed with special faculties by Mgr.
Sallug, Secretary of the Holy Office, has
received the abjuration and admitted io-
to the bosom of Holy Church Mra. F. L.
Radley and her daughter, Miss H. A.
Radley. Signora Metry del Val, wife to
the Spanish Ambassador to the Vatican,
and her daughter acted as sponsors to
the converts respectively.

On Sunday last the Holy Father pro-
mulgated in the Hall of the Throne of
the Vrtican Palace, in presence of the
Cardinals, Prelates, and Counsultors of
the Congregation of Rites, the Decrees
anthorizing the praceeding with the bes-
tification of the venersble servants of
God, Anthony Grassi, priest of the Ora-
tory, of the diocese of Fermo, and Jean
d’Avila, the famous spiritual director of
St. Theresa.

The annual anniversary Maas for the
repose of the soul of Pio Nono, put off
from Ash-Wednesday, has been celebra:
ted with the usual pomp ab the Vatican.
Cardinal von Hohenlohe, dean of the
Cardinal-Priests created by the late la-
mented Pontiff, officiated, and, Leo XIIIL
assisted at the throne. At the end of
the service a small catafalque was placed
before the throns, and the Pope, vested
in cope and red stole, gave the absolu-
tion.

The Jubilee festivals of His Holiness
texminating on Sunday, the solemn T'vi-
dunm will be concluded on that date at
the Church of the Gesu in Rome. A
ceremony will also take place in St. Lau-
rence in Panisperna, where Mgr. Joachim
Pecci received his episcopal consecration
half a century ago. On the Sunday
morning the committee of the Jubilee
will make a distribution to the poor of
20,000 tickets for bread, 2,000, for meat,
and 2,500 for soup.

From Rome it is stated that Cardinal
Ledochowski is on the eve of sending in
his resignation as Prefect of the Propa-
gands for reasons of health.—His Holi-
ness ie finishing his Encyclical on the
union of the two Cburches (East and
West).—The negotiations beiween the
Vatican and the Quirinal concerning the
Patriarchate of Venice have been broken

off.—In the Pope’s circle it is affitmed

pamphlet. So far from wishing to modify

present situation. The Irish members | hie policy of reserve towards Italy, heis

bent on emphasising more than ever his
eatrangement. We give these rumors as
they reach us,in no case binding,ouxn
selves to their anthenticity.
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NUNS DIE OF FEVER.
CUTTING A WIDE SWATH AMONG THE RELIG~'
IOUS OF PORT OF-SPAIN,

The Catholic News of Port of Spain,.
Trinidad, issued under date of January"
26th, says: 1t is our painful duty to
announce the deaths of two more nuns,
at the Convent of St.Joseph, this city,
which makes four fatal cases at that in-
stitution of the fever which had atricken
about ten of the Sisters barely a month
a.%o. ‘Wae begin, however, with the death
of the Very Rev. Mother Olympe, of the
Port of Spain Convent, whichZhas found
the deepest echo of all in the commun-
ity. She had fallen in the last days of
December, and after a long and uncer-
tain battle with the fever, she finally
sucoumbed on Sunday morning last at
about ten o’clock. Her funeral, at five
o’clock the same afterncon, was one of
the most imposing fanctions of the kind
which has been witnessed in Port of
Spain, His Grace the Archbishop offi-
ciated, and the members of the clergy
assisting and in attendance were the
Very Rev. Father Lemire, C8p.8,, supe-
rior of St. Mary’s College; the Rev. Fa-
ther Julien, C.8p.S; the Very Rev. Fa-
ther Hilaire, 0.P.; other Dominican
Fathers and Fathers of the Holy Ghost
Congregation.

Thaee days before the death of Very
Rev. Mother Olympe, Very Rev. Mother
‘Misericorde, superioress of the Arima
Convent, who had fallen ill with fever
while in attendance on the former, pass-
ed away to her eternal rest at the con-
vent here. Shedied on Thursday after-
noon, the 18th inst., and her funeral, at
which His Grace the Archbishop offi-
ciated, took place the next morning at
8 o’clock. Thedeceased nun was greatly
esteemed and popular not only in Arime,
where she conducted the convent with
such marked ability and sucoess, but in
Port of Spain also. Her loss will be se-
verely felt in Arima. R. L. P.—Cutholie

News.
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DEADLY SOUTHERN POLITICS.

Mempuis, March 3.—~The most sensa-
tional tragedy in the history of Missis-
sippi occurred at Kosciuskgo, the county
geat of Attallo county, to-day. S. A.
Jackson, a member of the Btate Legisla-
ture and one of the most promipent
Democratic politicians in the atate, was
shot and instantly killed, and Samuel
Russell and William Sanders, two inno-
cent bystanders, fatally wounded, by
Rev. W. P. Rathiffe, also a member of
the Legislature and one of the leadera of
the Populist party in Missiesippi. The
tragedy was the culmination of a politi-
cal feud of long standing, which was
brought to a climax by a bitter contro-
versy. Ratliffe published an editorialin
his paper, the Vindicator, reflecting on
Jackson’s vote in the recent contest in
the Legislature over the election of a
successor to United States Senator Walt-
hall, Jackson replied in a card in another
paper, in which he denounced Ratliffe as
a liar, The two men met at the court
house in Kosciusko to-day for the first
time since the publication of Jackson’s
article. There was a large erowd on
hand attending & bankrupt sale by the
sheriff, No one noticed the meeting of
the two men until they began scufliing
in the court house door. Both Ratliffe
and Jackson pulled their revolvers and
began & terrible duel to the death, When
the smoke of baitle cleared away Jacke
son was found with a bullet hole in his
forehead, while his right arm near the
shoulder was shattered by a glancing
shot aimed at hishead. A few feetaway
lay Samuel Russell and William Saunders,
two bystanders, with mortal wounds,
Russell was shot through the head and
expired in a few minutes. Sanders was
shot in the thigh and is expected to die
before morning. Ratliffe discharged
every chamber of his revolver and, find-
ing that he, had no more ammunition,
he cooly stood and watched the writhing
of his victims until the.sheriff arrested
him and took him to jail.

———pne .

Jack: I declare, if Miss Sears isn’t get-
ting grey. Jess: No wonder, poor thing,

ghe has had 80 much trouble to conceal '
her age. R



