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S1R JOHN THO31PSON.

ln every age and in every land there
have been found men of exceptional
character and transcendent ability, Who
appear iik-e tiose lofty peaks that arise
high over the ordinary mountain range
ofi hunîsity. As there are no privileges
nor blessings in life tiat have not their
norresponding sacrifices and troubles, so
in proportion as a man rises, by his own
gifts and opportunities, above the com-
mon level upon which the miajority of
mortal move, he becomes the target for
the poisou-headed arrows of jealousy,
envy and nediocrity. Such a nian is
the present Premier of Canada,Sir John
Thompson. And high as be nay soar
into the atmospbere of noble ideas and
exalted principles, he, however, cannot
ascend ont of sight of those whoai n
their petty shafts ai himr. We find the
Herald of Saturday hastening to repro-
duce a niosi.-illy pirce of news, that
purports to be a despatch from Montreal
to the New York Post. When the logic
of bis arguments and the truth of bis
assertions carot be impugned, that nar-
row partizanship, which is cold-blooded
enough to use any weapon of attack,
muet seek to iuclure a grand oppoient by
means as contemptible as they are fool-
ish. Bat a wise public is in no way de-
ceived by these methods.

Take, f(ir example, the Ottawa opposi-
tion organ; its coluns are filled with
little hits, muean insinuctions, amall
quibbles tihat may indicate a certain
anount of cleverness apon the :art of
lte waggish writer, but which have no
oher ifct thian ta show how devoid ofi
sionid reasi ning and prEsentable facts
the partyi i represents must be. W MVare
no hero-w-rshippara, yet we feel that
credit rust l'e given where it is due,
and when a man's principles and char-
acter demand a large share of that credit
inii justice ard despite alil petty political
rEansLo tht contrary lie should receive
what ns his right.

ir John's oppouenits seek constantly
to contras! him with thie Hon. Mr.
Laurier; buit ey fail iimot niseraily
wlhrnever il mes to a d]efinition of the
latter gexulernaa policy as contrasted
with the oniuk-- oi e of the Prime
Minister. We are behind no rune in our
aclhxiiraiion for the fine qualiies and
brilliant talents of the able leader of the
)ppositIon ; luit granting ail thai, we

cannot blit percuive how tincertain are
iiis ailiities n hen applied to practical
po'litis,m a cîntrastced with the pnsitive
weight and certituide thit belrioxg to Sir
-John and his pri' ciples. Hon. Mr.
Laurier, wiinh s clear and well-defined
pollicy, woîuhklbie a tower of strength as
welH s an or rnmrent to the country ; but
r-rrouehd as ie is, anId IIampered for
want uf any fixed principles, the strength
vanishe asnd the ornanental part is
rullhd. Watching him close-ly, in his
grand tour tlroxughîunt Q'tbhec and Oi-
tario, we perceive the shifting, varyinrg,
rterweiving, intable, and ruasui bsxtai-
tial brxlianrtcyif the. Aurora Boreabus.
Siarting bright shaftso a metaphor and
waving wondlerfilly captivating curtains
of throught, fringedi witi the plendors

ai diction; but ail, like tc northern
lights, prismatic lu color and reteslu
appearance.

On the contrary, tak e Sir John Thomp-
saon's broad, clear and numistalable pro-
unuciation of a policy, as heard in the
Drill Slhed of the city sonie nights ago,
and you have something tangible, sonie-
thing reliable, sonething Lhat cannot be
mistaken. Away up, through the van-
ishing and chilly splendors of the
nortierni lights, we detect the pole star
of a principle, and the personification of
that principle is Sir John Thrmpson
The worst that bis opponents can sy of
him is that "lie hbas a judicial mind and
is more of a judge thian an advocate.'
And this is exactly what gives him
weight, prestige and power. The excita-
bility of the advocate-especially the
advocate ofa sbad and lost cause-is
conspicousiy absent in the main. He
bas carefully weighed and deeply studied
the divers inrterests of the people and of
the country, and cornes not before the
public with elaborate excuses, uncertain
promises, frantic appealasand illogical
arguments : he comes as a judge, who
calmy expresses his convictions, and as
a man capable of standing by theni
and proving their stability. His bit-
terest opponents grant himr the gift
of a logical mind and the
quality of an honest heart. Possessing
these we find that by a regular train of
reasoning, ie came to the conclusion of
accepting and advocating a certain
policy, in whichi iris eagle ey' detected
strengtih solidity, positive principle, na-
tional prosperity and consequxently na-
tional sxalvation. That policy ias with-
stood the test of years-years of trial, of
national struggle, of Canada's youth and
maiden efforts-and is as deeply in ac-
cord with the country's requirements at
this hour, as it was when first inauguist-
ed. Grsnting Sir John a broad mind, a
profound knowledge Of affairs, aninun-
biased character and a judicial training,
we must, if necessity, admit the logic of
bis pririciples and the wisdomai of the
policy lie sees tit to advocate.

WVe are told t.bat his aipponîenrts luave
an eqîrually acceptable if not a more
reasonraile policy. If sn, plese detine
it. Yu cannot, but you answer by the
retort, "delinîe Sir John's." Very well.
IL is, as we undearstand it, a Liberal-Cir-
servative poîlicy; Lthat is to sy Coner-
vative if liiL the institutions that have
miade Canaida wiat, sie is to dr>;' Con-
servative (f ithe constitution wlich ias
been tie talilsnan of ier prosperity ;
Canservative otf the foundations-dcep,
broaI anld sulid of hier rnatiornlhood, ier
coulaiieration, ier greatness; Couserva-
tive of all Chat has tenrded to raise rier
to hcr rightful position aixongst thie nia-
tions ; but, attthe same time, Liberal, in
the true acceplation of the terni Liber-
ai in as far as the changes of times and
circiinmstances demard altEratio nrr, r-
arrangements, embelilsitients, or ini
provemets in the tsuperstîucture of her
contitutlLion. Accorinig as the spirit of
the tinmes, or the varying conditiins of
the ege, or the relations with other ra-
tions require it, that policy dictates a
Libeial re-adjnst i miarrt of tire nuperstruic-
tire ; brut ut iia( m>nert'ative in the se-ne
that iL will not sowr t uastone t be re-
moved fl [mi til great conshtittioiunal
fouid-ation poliiciivîn wich Canmadia lpros-
perilty ani Canadian nationhood are
bilit.

WVlrat nroîw is rite pilicy oppccsa'dt to
tlis ? Will Mr. Laurier, or anyone lse
attemurpt tlo detine it ? They have never
darei dou sj ras yet. [it is a pick nd
suovelplic ; onie Jf destruction, not
arection ; if tearing down, not builing
nip. It seeks to rundermine the conastitu-
Lion, to wrench every stone from its
foundation, and to itill down he whole

fabric in a heap, in order that upon the
ruins its advocates nay plant the stand-
ard of so-called Liberalismr, and over its
debris they may clinb into office. IL
ieans-if it means anything-the sell-
ing of Carada's birthright for a mess of
political pottage. CalL it by whatever
namue you chioose-for its naine islegion,
call IL Unrestricted Reciprocity, Coumer-
cial Union, Independence, Annexation,or
nerely Frea Trade, it cornes to the saure
tinig ; the destruction of an edfic ithat
lias been a quarter of a century in build-
ing, and not one gur.rantee of even a
shed to replace it, while the new posses-
sors of the public purse are devising
means whereby to fulfil their promises.

There is no position, in tie gift of the
crown, that we would not rejoice to see
conferred upon Sir John Thonipson, in
consideration of bis great talents and
matciless integrity; but, as Ciînadia ns,
we would lament the loséï that the cout-
try would suler in lis separation from
o-'. Equaily glad would his political
opponents be to see Sir John raised to
any office, in the Iniperial reasi, pro-
vided it nrcesitate the removai ofasuci
an invincible antagonist from the arena
of pîolitics.

LORD ABERIEEN.

Weo puihblish ta-d ay sketch of Lord
and Lady Aberdeen. IL is maeet that the
new (Governor-Genreral of Canada siouild
receive a hearty welcome to our lo-
minin. Apart frour tiat respect, ionor
and devotion which, as nuiibjects iof a
great empire, we owe oLi the representa-
tive of the Sovereignu, there are other
reasons, f a personal rnature, whiuh give
Lord Aberdeen and hi LLady a clain
upon Canadianiis and whici challenge our
admiration wiile awikening i riiirsenti-
inents ai affection.

If his popularity iii lreland, when Lord
Lieuitenint of tie cointry, is anîy infdima-
Lion of what u14ay be expected of Ihis ad-
ninistratiin iin Canada, wo can safely
predict that never (Gorvernor-Generrail was
more in accorl with the people of this
Dominion. In that down-t rodden land,
governed hi>' Castle influence, iiere the
viceroysï Iave ever been louikcd uipoin as
representatives of a tyranny that hiias
ground the race for loing years, Lord
A betleaein iwas conxsiclernd the friend of
tie people, and on the occasion ioflis dc-
partur hIre W recrivd a deniorstratiain
suichi is bDblila never btefire wiitnes.ed,
evern inr the tdays if ( T.nnel Ard if
Lord A berdeen's popilarity wac great,
what cant we s'ay of tLat cjoyed bîy his
noble wife? Is n't nlr-cesanrry tiat we
should herc reieat ailPli e lias d(ne[ for
the old land, for tii-h inulmstrie ifthe
country, for the la ppine of the people,
for tie prosperity if the ntationi's ifnturi-.
We need but reler to the Frisr vifage at
the Wourldr's Fairt : long aifter Li great

oirmbian ev-t salii l'e-ver, fluat Irisa
village will remain i prerpetiuai rmoniii-
ment Lo the great lerality, the avirmu
heart, the iol i pew triotism ii of Lty
A berdeen.

Bruit apart fru a that ur rîew (v-
ernr-Geera ran ihis lady have djote to
endear themsel in t lie people in the
old rbvl, weC msiii. t riemirber that threy
are not stangerrs in (Canadu. The beacuti-
ful voumineu just piislihed by L>adîy Aber-
i 'en, and entitled "Thiroigih lania ith
a Kodalk," is ax eiuvidence of ier iuhorigI
k-mowledge of thre couniy nit lier are-
cratio aroilft ib hexiiaties and attrirttiona.
iLord A berd-n is perihiaps tihe (3vcrn'r
Genera] wbose arqainltaince with Cnn-
ada, previoxust to his appointnment, i te
rmiost thorioungh. -le coumes toi a Idn in
whiei hre hias rea iunteretns as weli as
with wich h han iiving sy mpathies. In
fact wer niix;h sîy thu lih is ithe nearest
apprcoach ic a Canadiain Governor-Gen-
eral Lhat w have ver hadi. N other

representative of the Sovereign was a
Canadian, inlasmuch as being a landed
proprietor in this Dominion. This, in
itself, apart from all his other claims, i
a guarantee that the ane who now takes
in, hand thehelm aof State, is beart and
soul attached ta the country and inter-
ested in ler greater prosperity and
glory.

In extending to Lord and Lady Aber-
doen a hearty welcone to our shores,
there is not a Canadian citizen, no
niatter what his creed, origin or social
standing may be, but eau join in the
great chorus of rejoicing. In these two
eminent personages we behold the ex.
emplification Of religions tolerance, of
national liberality and of cosmopolitan
generosity. The bigotry that too often
apes religions fervor is a stranger to
them, the prejudices of nationality tbat
maim real patriotisn they know not, and
the poor as well as the rich, the lowly s.
well as the exalted, the honeat peasant
and the wealthy representative, are all
alike in tireir eyes and are treated with a
democratic kindness that savors littie of
the high and titled. There is abroad to.
day a grand spirit that strives ta bring
into accord tie intercets of the different
classes of society and ta cate a har.
mony between capital and labor, wealth
anicd poverty, the aristocrat and the ple.
bian, and tiat spirit animates no human
beings more rowerfiul than Lord and
Lady Aberdeen. In Canada there is
ample rooni for the exercisi of that
grand liberaiity of mind. Here we have
nLot the bloated possessors of enormous
fortunes, the millionaires with their
gigantic accuuiflations of wealth, neither
have we anry extreme poverty, nor great
indigence and misery; the Canadian
millionaires are generous and the Cana-
dian por r are comparatively happy;
aud cf loth we have but few. lu a
country like btisi a man and a woman
)f Loird and Lady Atberdeeni's ides and
principles have ample opportunity of
e nd earing r bernelves toi every individusl
in the Dominion, and we can prophecy
that their terrir of sojomrn here wiil be
one of nationall irosperity and individual
happiness. Welcomue!

<: Have: receivea a very elegant

letter, in a disguised hand, and signed,
" A Believer iii Truh," and in which we
are inîîforimed thatîour recent »rticleupon
Mr. Papineî'au is " rnaliciouîs, unnanly,"
and " hs cat derision upon" ourselves.
The ariter says tiat we Il openly rejoice
at hnvinrg Ibceen ithe aurtbrar of a very
melin artije ad ithe possessor of a very
low niind." We find also that tie anoy-
moni writcr feels great pity for "th1e
Cihîrcib for wihich' we haî've so exhibited"
oîrscives to the rid. W0 feel com-
ple y < cv î-rx.slrd 1by this magnificent
epuiarle. Sine receiving it we have been
conîaidtering the advisability of takivg
lessonîs from iur disguisted friend in
'>rder t. 1*lish ip nur " laow mind"and
educa our Cturch in the ways of
Clhristianity. We% would read witl
pile'vurt a pKianegyrice on apostacy and
infidelity froni our currespondent; it
siro'd Ltamiy ti weIl written, con-
sideriug his professions, and if wemistakê
iot- thlle gentleman, bis doubtiul con-
nection ihi our Church.

- m îy n'ot a genera'ly icnown that
Mondsy naxt,, tUe 25th ppt.oeber, il
be the fiftiothi anniversary of the laying
of tire corner stones (f St. Patrick's
Chuxrc. n(LI tire 25Lh Septeiber, 18481
seven tones were laid amidst greast cre-

mrony and rejoicing. Ioiaur issue of ne6t
week we will give some interesting fats
con'cted with that occasion. Thre-O'
viv.l of oldin menories is alwaysofIn-
terpsstland rstrtctioi to the rising gen-

Cration.


