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THE TWO BRIDES.
CHAPTER XXIIL.—Continued.

caviofmy little Rose?”
i !;;‘glthe eve of
S

.....

*What do you propael

M D'Arcy hnd.; *ual;e_dz ' him,
heir depsriure for homs, -
' N‘:Il‘l;%!l shall be: blessed With' possessing
my dulng grandpaps for ."tiyenty _xgﬁag-_z
m aze,” Lo hastened to reply, ag she }_9'3‘ e
up bessechingly ot Mr, Bipgham. .~ |
" Thot you shall be the® joy .of ais ‘?lllfet'::ll
hig latert duy, mg dear E“,'l‘& > Hs,,pawe-tgf{ ,:é
priden

gentlemsn,
said M1 D'aAroy, -l_angh'i%; Bt

- s
¢
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s That is a gaforpradidtion"my i
t ba sotoraoul ar. ey Y

prop‘n;t,” !
o no \ NS
P Should 1 point “ont.the day ani‘?lgsu
when she is to leave all thingl'to’:ollgw.z,_-:_
& Her husband ¢” eaid her grandfather;:
mnTily. ~
-’-r'ria impericus and iirestible call of
Love !" replied the priest. How many years
is it now since you ocalled me to Auguata to
units her father and mother 1" he contioged.
aassvs daea ET0e, : 4 ok
Wf rainember “the day well,” apid
D'Arcy.  *;AundrL; remember, .too, your
prophesying “so' traly of the’ happiness our
dear Mir7 - wan to- shed- arcund - her—lun.‘
pareate, husband, children, .aerv{antq,:_al -
witain her own home and outside it. b old
And -go ‘they set out, buf without ol

Huater, . ‘
ot with Hiswassee and
Our travellers m e acat joy-

' i Duffie at Lebanon.
g:;n l;e?t‘i,ng it wos, amid the daogers that

beact tem, though it recailed to all except
tlmn Kentuckinn? the disasters thnt'had of
late darkened the home of the D’Arcye.
Still, joy far predominated in the minds of
the girls, For they knew that, of all liviog
men, the faithful Cherokes conid best guide
them through the libyrinth - of mountain-
paths between them snd their home. Cap-
£1in Hunter and his triend, Lisutenant Boone,
refuzed to turn back. They had promised old
M. Hunter to gee his friends safely in Ashe-
ville or Fuiry Dell, and they wonld fulfill their
promiee. Besides, Mr. D'Arcy had fasoinated
ths two young officers by his varied learning,
his mort interesting conversation, and the
sscandancy of a prond mame, most honorably
borne, and of & character superipr even to
the advautages of birth and education. They
forgot the political apinions that divided him
and his family from them, as they listened to
his story of the scttlement of Kentucky by
their own ance:trs—the noble descendants
of the M rylanl Pilgrims, and of the
part which they and the D'Arcys bore in
the establishment of American independence
snd nitionatity. Had they fallen earlier
under tho epell of Francie 1D’Arcy’s superior
learaing, wisdom, and patriotism, it is doubt-
ful whether they had ever espoused the Con-
tedaderate cause, 50 lofty was the ideal which
he held up of Amcrican freedom, nod of the
duty to eacrifice everything toward pre-
s:rsing and promotiag it. The chivalrous
young wen hud also contracted a warm
tricudship for Charles D'Arey. He was
on3 of ineir own,—one of whom they
might well be proud. And there wns in him
a churm that made sll his great qualities
mest iavaels 3 he was as innocent as a babe,
and as hrave oy a lion.

Huawever, it was not only respect for the
grindiather, snd  friendship for the
wianison, that made the companion-
8Yip of tae 1Y Arcys so delightful to our Ken-
tuckiang, Admiratien fer the granddaagh-
t ::5—:ineere, resgectiul, and batill-concealed
—made ull tae fatignes and perils of the road
seem 10 tha yonoy men & perpetual holiday,

And naw, with Hiawassee to gride them,
nid brave, j lly Jamie McDuffis to give them
tie nit ul his steut arm, his keen eye, and
wafailing Sumor, they puthed on rapidly for
Jonerv e, avoiding the most frequented
roaide, and ros-iug the Bald Mountain ridge
wihera the Nolichucky river breaks through
i*. ¥rom taak sp t theiv path homeward
v 35 una of exsreme @iilizulty and danger,

Tir wailitary lzaders cn both sides were
wwate of 1he importance of securing the posses
vitae migtty Appelichiva range, where it
g esd, Like a treiple line of fortifications, to
eu-rd all approach trore North and West to tue
vty beary of tag Cotton States. The Federal
(iovernwent, uncectain of the suppori its
prmics snight oxpeet in the border States—
| ke . man thraading his way through a cedar
swamp—oas slow snd hesitaliog in posseas-
in2itv:1f of the priucipsl passes or ¢ gaps.”

Tiz Confedorates, wmcng whom there wes
more unity of purpuse, more enthusiasm, and
wore ** push,” had determined to bo masters
of the Aileshauice, They were thorcughly ac-
ot tnied with the eountry, and bad ready and
7+ cns nuxilisties in thu native popalation,
S . e very moment Fruncis D'Arcy was
-« ay through thcso mountainous tracts,

s were beset Ly numerous bands of
w1 Losemen, meny ¢f whom suon
under John Morgsn  com-
mi-d s=uech huvee among the Federsl
aiviwel post, Tho countryall around
tt¢ £+ « M anetijos, and westward along
tie «la,4a of the Tenpessee and its
 AHzest, vea swarming with marauders,
—too zieay uf whom had nothing to lose eud
everything to gain in predatory warlara,

Hinwasesee knew well that the band which
Lad desolated Fairy Dell, and was holding in
tcreor the neighbor ng counties, was increas-
ing daily in nimbers and boldnees, and was
held equully in execration both by Usnion
men and Secessioniste. He and his compan-
icn had to use no little wariness in making
their wayto L2banon withiout falling in with
these cat-throats and outlaws. The difficulty
now was to get back again unknown to
them.

Not far from Bakereville, Captaiv Hunter
met with some men of his own side, and two
of them volurtzered to join the party for
furthey socarity, Thus they pursued their
journey, not without apprehengion or every
needful precantion, but pleasantly, as beftted
the lovely May wenther nnd the marvelousiy
benatiful couptry through which their way
led,—ell the mors beautiful now, all the more
fuil of new e_m;{)riaes ot every step, thet the
memory of Andaluein wat atll 80 freah,

Nor were the farmers—the regular inhebi-
tante of this wild and picturesgue region—ont
of harmony with the glorious nature amid
which they lived. They wore munly,
independont, t$ruthful, Honesr,  and. most
horpitable, Hiawassee, who had mapped ont
carefally tho pesh which he intended -to fol- |-
low, .was alao personally acquainted with
nearly every one of thess Carolinian moun--
toineers, at whose door he might have to
kneck ‘ior shelier or hospitality, They all
kncw Frunees 1y Arcy, at least by reputation:;
and 5o o8 they wedded their way ‘upward:
around the shoulders: of-the "Black Moun:
taive, no eettlor's hut -wad. w0. emall that

t
v
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it had not a warm weloome for the . wan who |-

had keen far half a.century the benefnokor of
the whols country, Dolitics had not chilleq:
the wanim curronts in these generous hearts,
The men hed, like the grend. forest-treen of
their monutain-elopcs, o rough exterior thot
covered virtues uricounted and pricelese,

1t was the 25th! of May.’ By avoiding the
most traveled roads, avd:procesding alowly
acd cautionsly, the party had srrived within
o fnir.day's jooraey of their goal. . Dhey had
resched befqre sunset s plantiticn, ora-oléar.:
ing, rathér, faruup:in the hills, and ‘oontipus
ous toimumountain stréxmthit: originated fn
the deep.anow-beds near!the suthmit: oftire-
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Is
the reputytion

Tty Fodd
T
which hé B5E/Lis thise:
to thgfgad{ﬁh;‘glﬁ profit,=
planki’andithec t
factdfed sdown to the ;broad river in Y
alfe) *“'en_és’th,;ilfvhqd;.-&the**;g_tggg_ were:
‘ehoir, highesif Yt wan . wild=put-for
buman,#hdbitation " But the
Jartilé#n the steep mountsin-glope,
ber was of the finent, the.g gplgl:g{l
whole year

ronnd, snd the1nreﬁ§let s .
solidly-built” dwellif; ~ was Inever | Jgithout
.ggg}’ty,-g and Ewith; fileaty HidTe was
4] bl a8

el

Sating the heaVy.

Y

!']I,:t: tment,,r_‘:eedl X .'2:"
roprietor vk
D'Arcy’s. ~p15d‘eed;3:]:‘6“ hai
fonngdinrof Falty Delflon
destroyed mangion-had"5
:proportion¥ In which the incelk
Bl i b
Coolidge. s, true Lrien 19
margfnfi?l,fSo far the-Quplidges, who had
ion of betig thrifty atd well-topdy'
fa the world, had been unmolested by, Ehe
marandiss bande §
‘Peobably thede
fear .of {the Loolidge ri 1
aver; snisged their aim. But once or twice
'stave the beginning ot~the-presens. maonth.ob{
May singls wayfarers, of no prepossegalng sp-
pearance, hid dropped in undsr one pretext’
or another. R I
This circumstance had made the family
suspicious, and the father sni . acns’ agrerd-
amang themselves that the house shounld not
be left unpretected by day, and that they

cquired -t

"5/

fles, which rarely, if

‘should never abaent themselves by night. Old

Thomas, however, " had 'two er - three
daya before the 25th yeturned from
Augasta, where be hnd withdrawna handsome

deposit in one of the city banks, alarmed, as
he well might be, at-the commercial ruin
which wasalready falling on the South. This
journey and ita motive had not been unobsery-
ed in the neighborhood of Asheville, little as
Thomas Coolidgo and his sons troubled the
inhabitants with vieits or business -trans-
actions. N -
He was a not unpleasing type of the North
Carolinian mountaineer, this Thomas Coolidge,
whom his sixty yeara of unceasing tofl had
hardened into the roughness of the osk or
hickory of the surrounding forest. He wae
tall, broad-shouldered, with abundant gray
hair that shaded a face ag brown az ma-
hogany, but lit up by a pair of large hlae eyes,
and a smile a9 sunny as that of a girl of thir-
teen, His three sons were even more stal-
wart than their father, with frank, opin
conntenance, abandant black hair, and an
easy, cordisl manner that bespoke a fearless
apirit and a warm heart, Their two sisters
were married and living at some distance.
Their mother, an intelligent and mild-man-
nered dame of forty-five, showed signs of
rohust bealth and hard work, but bore no
mark of decay. She was now aided in her
household duties by a niece.—a havdsome
girl o! nineteen, named Nancy, not un-
known to Rege D’Arcy and har sisters,

The whole family had come cut to maet
their visitors, and stood in front of their
spacious and comfartable dwelling house,
every countenance beaming with pleseure
and flashing a hearty welcome to their
guests, ’

* Well, Thomas, yousee I had to go all
the way to Spain in order to pay you and
Mrs, Coolidge the visit I have so often prom
ised you,’” said Mr. D'Arcy, shakipg warmly
the farmer's hand, ¢ And yon, Mrs.
Coolidge, T am g0 happy to see you with your
good looks and your good health.”

** Thank you, sir,” the goed dame roplied.
“ I rockon it would improve my good looks
auy day to sec y.urself and Dlies Rose, and
her bonny eisters, and Mr. Charles, who is
grown to wuch a fine gentleman.”

There was & hearty hand-shaking all
round. . Mr, Coolidge and his ecns busied
themselves in findipg shelter and fodder for
the horses, and in conversing with the
genllemen on looal news, while. Mrs
Coolidge and Nancy were attending
t> the comfort of Kose and her sisters,
There was delicions milk to slake the thirst,
after their long and exciting ride, and some
good cld apple.jack for the soldiers. Itmust
bo said that all preferred Mra, Coolidge's
sweet milk to the stimuluting beverage. And
a0, the firat travel-stains remoaved, and their
thirst appeased, the whole party were aszem-
bled, some sented, some standing, on the
broad veranda of the house, overlooking the
clearing on the almost precipitous hillside,
with o full view beyond the trec-tops baneath
them of the valley of the Taelica, and
the mountain walla that inclosed and in-
tersected the vaet table.land through whioch
the river flows, _ ‘

The sun had gone down behind Mount
Piagah o few miout:s before; the blue,
trangparent haze of evening - shrouded the
shoulders of the lofty hills, but all scemcd
impenetrable darkness in the shadowse of
the dvep  wvalleys and ravimes. Their
eyes tornod half-wistfully, half-foarfully
toward Fuiry Dell : but the Dell itself was
concenled from their visw by o spur of "the.
intervening mountsip,” and all gazed in
momentous silence toward the loved spot, as
if they would pierce hillside and forest and
gloom, snd acan evéry hidden feature of the
familiar landscape. Even the Kentuckians
followed with Instinctive sympatby the di-
rection taken by their friends’ eyes,

¢ I bad never conceived anything 8o mag-

try !" exclaimed Ceptain Hunter, carried
away by his enthunsiasm.

It is so unlike sunset at Ronda,” eaid
Charles, turning to. his grandfather. ® This
seema & world untenanted by men: the
buautiful world seen at evening from Ronds
in all fall of mnn's ‘creations and presence.”
““God preserve our valleys,” said Mr,
D Arcy, reverently, **irom the desolation
which men’s passions have inflicted ngain and
sgoln on Andalusisl” -

** But what can man’s passions find in our
valleys to' tempt - them to deatroy - 'and
desolate ¥ ngked Rose, “We ore not
wealthy, a8 wrre the ' Spaniards or the
Moora,” . LT o
- #Ah, my child,” he replied, *the high.
ways of commerce are like tho streams that
fertilize. and - bear with " them ' plénty. and
peade ; but the highways of armed warfare
cnly bring pillage, plunder; and bloodahéd,~-

:fire nnd aword, aod slanghter and rnin, Ar-

mies, even now, are preparing, on “hoth
sides of these mountning, to aweop through.

hey shall’. meet. here like ad-
verse tides in,a narrow channel, foamhing and
contending for, the mastery,—making our
poor people  the, prey, .altérnately, ‘of. the
viotor and -the vanquisbed, as he fortunes of
battle ohance to ghange,” " 7 T., 7T
*“Ifear it mugt-b2 just as you say, sir,”
ssid Coptsin Hutiter ; ‘yet. I think that our
friend Mr. Coplidge bas placed his scat far
out of the reach of ths storm of war.”. . "
V¥ es,’ -enid Mr..iD'Aroy, . ‘Sthis, spot
i8 :entircly cout of the.way. armies:' wonld
be likely fo take!: And so;’1l:onoe thought,
is Fairy  Dsll;: /Bt nesranders always .find

115he1n wherever,
'der! 1
drbleing:: M. Cootidge,i ! that thessilawleas

thay dbn: find: forage. ox iplun, .

ridge, ond fanfull and fieioe down -
: lv-wnodedfg]en'favmﬁ;i_

nthe hottest sum
sonths, - g Hep

be_ settler had constructed a rids

the:heaviz|:0i4¢ I'm s about,

: :-won' trog::i!‘ejyom!’l it ayeiad iy
sthe’
hlediso: far;}! yeplied~ Coclidge:

Ao
du"-.%_l_ik.a to got within yedsh.of -

1

: ﬁn‘the orsek,"
wa¥ nons wqu_e't‘iﬁ D

pak staves: Which they munuz,

Ae “%h@‘!uj{'{m.

i

7l b om
“bear cor m

hat disturbed the countryr ]
{awleds-tien-hwxl-a-wholesome:}

pificent as such B sunset, and such & ooun- |

our valleys on their errand. of inyasion and'|’
-destruotion,- T

‘men in every:country who i are. ready to.leag:|,

-hope, “Lhamas,’s bie.costinued,. ads],

onlyqone dthey'vesmot | of: thege, soamps,
o3[ 200f8 gy fell

the ';"-’G?’i;:;: ;
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od,‘who sfep. therey, Besldes)

wassee and our friend: iTpll:‘J’ie 5 etqghﬁa
-nicbly_.canghtisnd punished~thelbadérs.
7 now safe in . the'connty jailrand I

3 Yreither:get the. jtralter for

%1 theinyjll'deeds; or we'll-give-them & dose’
i et e
[y wiito .me, Hiajasuee,':snld
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np-g#%i.u’oﬂ amongsoveral; . aald’
.o;ﬂ;m; Bothilmen weas; the (5m
erate’ ififorzog ; atuleaat they pre o
smmiagions from ‘tge Confederats Gov-

jo-0

by, méntior
.throats, who boast’*
hegame cauve ¥

"

nor-gf serving
; & ;'Eely g!’i u_ﬁth:o s
gsonndrels ocly make’use. of>a

oz
the

T
e

she-Jouth 5 goyer their awn crimee,” .|

\Ne Y
Shirty, .o

was.pot ontand:
| s frendil

:{ dows in"the attic, wh

s . - - -
ogggnjngn ! ~that the. o
) e 3 PO A
j_,,g@%ﬁzh«:‘q{&i’qggot‘tmy%tq
ndmber mieg they:had to.deslwith;.
Bad-/ lex_m;i%zd,’:thfe(r weapons: - cerefally,
and Kept."themselves: in’:Teadiness :to.act-
as%, a <btdyRuard, / to..  Mr: D’'Arcy " and-
‘the™, lidies’—now’ . “allowed themselves:
to Lbe: -directed; by ‘old Coolidge.”“ The
met,; Charles{D’Aroy included, were ataticned
at the openings in-the-house. l}Ever‘y light?

rayery, yoice husted ‘
<you:nes

your nian and are’}

RN SN S
~<Lounls D’ArS¥; oh ‘learning 58 c‘o‘ﬁ%"
‘l)qgg,aveine‘gﬁ:f_;ﬂo\_ving 80 cload h’;‘e'?ﬁﬁ'ﬂ:
‘thotight-léas-of < his " own ' logs ﬁiq:rof_’?* the
) dreadinl'blow-that. bad fallen/on-his'dangh’
{tere;—on'lifs'dext Rose abovefall. ¥ & u:

‘the

ithe'

“5While prepataffons wero.anaking. fo
pil?ovil;_dﬁth’o‘,-beq’ airg D 1 g
crowd ontside were discnesing in'low '
nest tonea the mepsures-to be taken to

h
outragdu;that.

. eprews’
or ‘ﬁﬁ’fn d}sgraccm%szih
1d\ pesios gjjnommgnltgy;-'phi\
iawasseéand Jamie:z Mb.’

sursjofyour mark;L Hat
‘thiey; were separating.t::. !
.golng-todo-asanyharm.’
:_Scarogldy,:-ht}’twlievet;%i
appointed stations,—Hiaw;
Iﬁir bélng poated 2

ek Colidg nid; ae
STh Fin- ain't.
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Lhese )
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oroaching and: praylog:in

Frank.Coolidge, the: farmer’s eldesteoti, di’
" od, they've set;fire tajthe bam 1§ _

EJ‘JA the’ barﬁ\hu'r”n.:i’.'ﬁ.qxi:d_]%h

_4 They only. want_to_ge Qb ot |

is father., Yo

muchfillighter] thah L
gbled:‘ 1) &r’mi _77:{1
d_had been stan
oW wounld

lone in{¢he death‘fohighg

hndfatd
.,..gg *Kear of

oat!/ I{i;thér
oW .~the
*n}ﬂe&-dﬁme at his.own breast, the Chorokee
resented oo§ toughing picture of manly
grief™™~ Hé" ha fh d all the deep religious
Erancia R Aroy—as-he-had-shared-his|

S By Heayen, I would shoot ihem HEe]
d>gd 17 bxclaimed, Captain Hunkér. }  Ap§ I
mag_hmm,%for po other pur-
“powe, to toar themas o850 erons:
villaipg.” v - : -

-~ And in suoh disc
sway rapidly.: - - o -, :
" The travelers were too weary to push their
vigil far into the night. Besides, it was neeq;
fu! that they should be on foot and on their
way to FairyDell bofors dawn. Bo the
family relinguished their beds to tbe Indies
and Mr. D'arcy, old Coolidge, 'with his wife,
oconpying the small attle overhem;, and tae
militery gentlemen, with Charles D’Aroy and
the three yonung Uoolidges, stretehing them:-
selves on floor and hench wherever they
chose, Sleep, with the deep calm of the
lovely May night, scon settled ou the eatire
honsehold, —on the -eyes of Francia D'Arcy
last of all. ) .

This strange way of coming back to his
\ ruined home, without having by bhis
pida either of the angelic women
who had made that home o bright, so blessed
by the poor or weary-hearted ; the memory

the day when he first resolved to find amid
the wild solitudes of Fairy Deil a refuge in
which he might be fres to profess and
to practice, in perfect independence,
the cear religion of his fathers, free
to resr his children according to his
own lofty ideal of parental duty, and free,
as well, to employ his wealth and his ener-
gies in benefitting the laboring claszea around
him; all thia came mp vividly before his
mind’s eye. He had, as was his wont, heart-
ily thanked the ali-directing providence of
the Father for the preservation of his dear
ones and his own, Much bad been given to
him; what he’held most dear bad been
taken away, But Death had only come to
his household, like an angel of light and con-
solation, to claxim back the precioue so_nls that
this life had been cocstantly chestening and
entiching for the higher anl more blisaful
life of the never-ending future,

It had been, throughout his long career, the
custom of Francis D'Arcy—one contracted
vnder the poble masters who had trained
bis boyhood and early youth—to oclose bis
day by a brief review of his conscience, call
ing himself to aceount for the uges to which

ourses the evening passed

concluding with the Litany of the Saints.
In this most beauntiful but little underatood
form of prayer, he bad ever found a new and
increasing delight, For, both in examining
to what he had pus the day juat pasezed,
and jn reciting the Litany, the blessed
company of the City above seemed
to beccrna present to him; the veil was
withdrawn, and thero befero him was the
Mercy-Sent, the Majesty of the Godhead
visibly cothrened, and the glorious throng of
faithful angels and faithful men.

On this night, after blessing, as usgnal, his
grandohildren, and eaying sweet words of
comfort and encouragement to his cberiched
Rose, he seemed to pats behind the Veil, os
he closed the door ot his litila room, and knelt
for his nightly devotions, A sweetand heaven-
ly sense of nearness to that Bliesful Presence,
and that exunltant muititude on high, stole
over him., And when the old man of eighty-
two laid his weary limbs on the cobtager's
humble couch, the vision departed not. From
out the shining ranks of glorified men and
women came well-known end moet dear forme
and faces—father, mother, wife, danghter.in-
1aw, children und grandchildren, dead in in-
fancy or childhood or early youth—forms snd
facea that had made of Fuiry Dell a paradize
onearth., His wife,whose teachor and guide in
spiritual life, he had himselt most truly been,
and 'his lately-l1sst daughter-in-law, whose
snul leaned, like that of her husband, so much
on his great fatherly soul, tAey atood by
him, he thought; they smiled on him
ineflably ; they spoke worde that flooded his
beart with joy ; they seemed to beckon to him
ag to one whom they were waiting for.

From thie half-ecstatic trance he is sud-
denly awakened by the loud and sngry bark.
ing of the farmer’s watch-doge, by shouts and
muttered curses, and -the sharp. eracking of
rifle shota, He is on his feet in an instant,
for he had only divested himself of hie coat
a8 he threw himeelf on the bed for & brlef
reat of a fow hours. In another instant, he
stands, fally dreased, in the farmer’s kitchen,
and heara Roae’s voice calling to him in nar-
ried, fearful tones, . . '

4 Do not stir frem your room, my darling,”
be says to the frightened girl, whose head is
thruat out from behind the door. ¢ Dress
yourselver ‘quietly and in silence, and keep
away from the window in the far corner of
the room. We shall soon drive away thess
vagabonda,”

1 0Oh, do oo
treated Rone. .,

 Come in and siay with_ ue, grandpapa,
said the terrified ypice of Maud, wh:}e Ehg
bolder Genevievs uttired RQb & “Woidy uig
completed her toilét in silence, )
491 ghall be with you presently,” the cld
gentlemsn said.” ¢ Oaly be qulet and do not
say & word,” . - Lo
% Tom Coolidge,” shouted a voice from the
“nearest bushes.al the end of the clearing, and
swhere.the shadow waa deepeat, *we have no
quarrel with you, . We only mean to get that
.old ' Cherokee. and’ Jamie MeDaffie, . We

t go out, dear grandpaps,” en-

‘have Beores to settle with them, . Send them

out,! and we'll let you alone., ' If hot, we'll
‘burn your house about your earz, and shoot
‘yourself ind Your white.livered cure'of sons,”
4Lt me go out and apeak to theze men,”
said Mr.,.D’Arcy. " **I think I know that voice,
I can eéttle with them, and they 'would not
_dare to harm dx old man like me.” *
.+ ¥ou'shall not go while I live,” said Hla
“wasgée. . *“Or'yonshall go by my side.” *
. Ang I say . the aame,” HoDuffie"added,
¢ T nig-putting you all in danger, sir,” con-
tinued the brave youdg: tellow.  ‘*‘Let me
speak’ to :that ‘midnight murderer. “Fer I
Lm0 that voice, if ‘I know that of my own
father.” e e
.4 Not one of you, genilem(n, shall leave
‘}his house, whilé I and 'my - boys'have arms to
detqnd-it and.you,” old Coolidge heraeaid, as.
‘he tied his ammunition belt around his waist.
me, my lads, keep, s sharp look outat;
tho! windows,. . Lt the women folk g0 mp
Yo. $ha-attic; whgre Dalls, can’t ireach jem,
dreckon we c;s‘pb‘l_u.y;oub‘ ‘ddzen,; or, mor
et
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ToNOW, Who I ToIfoW me T ANg ¢
sprang _.th

apra rough . the window, . shouting,.
:‘,..Ih_ree_.‘pl!earn for Davis and Dixie |” :

. At .the sight of the Confederate. gray,

‘snd

the gold-laced uniform, a msn adyanced from
. behind the nearest.trees, orying, * [ say, too,
three cheers for Davis and Dixie. 'But, who’
the h—l ars you?’ R
_#¢1f you come out here tn meet me face t3.
face, and hand to hand,” was the reply, I
shall tell you my name and insist on kngwing
yours,”. . v L
Thers was mno. time given to answer this
chailenge.. For, fast on the heels of . Captain
Hunter the three Coolidge boys had rushed
out and .made for the barn, whecce the
8.noke was already issuing.in thick volames.
A volley of rifle bullets was aimed at them,
and one or two shots whistled by Captain
Huunter, without doing any harm. The barn
door was open, and the frightened animals
were driven out, while old Coolidge and’
those who remained in the house felt tempt-
ed to join Captain Hunter. He, with his
tbree Kentuckians, was advancing to where
the bolk of the aseailants seemed to be
concesled, calling on the latter, in the
name of the Confederate cause, to go home
and abatain from sush cowardly work as thece
midnight attacks on peaceful people.
The reports of rifles from the roof of the
dwelling-honee, and the thrieks of women in
the attic, soon recalled Captain Hunter’s at
tention to the real post of danger,.

This is what had just happened.

Mr. D'Arcy, anxlous to recall his kentucky
frienda from evident donger, had gone out on
‘the veranda in spite of the remonstrances of
Jamie McDuffie. So far there had been no
bloodshed. And Jomie himself had been
kept indoors by the earnest prayers of Mr.
D’Arcy, who hoped that the marauders would
depart without adding marder to argonm,
No sooner had Mr. D’Arcy shown himself
outside of the door, than two bullets in rapid.

uccession whizzed by bim, one of them
genetraﬁng the door itself. In an instant

amie was outeide, with bis arme sround the
old gentleman, and covering him, as well as
he could, with hit cwn body.

Jamie’s gigantiv statue was well known to
he assailants, and Mr, D’Arcy was aboat the
gize end build of Hiawnssee. Io the uncer-
tain maonlight and the dezep shadow of the
verznds, the Iong white hair was not distin-
guished, At Jamie's appearanco, therefere,
a yell went up from the nearest timber, and
several shots, bat too well aimed, were fired
at the two tall figures. Jamie’s right arm
fe'l powerless by his side, and Mr. D’Aroy,
with a alight groan, staggered heavily forward
againet the nearest post, and Lhen lay pros-
trate at the fest of the wounded man,

Let us basten over the acene that followed,
Jamie McDaffie almost forgot his shattered
arm in the horror and griet tbat came upcn
him at the sight of the man, whom all his
lifetime he had loved and revered above all
human beings, lying bleeding and helpleas at
hie feet. Even wounded aa he was, he kaelt
by the side of his worshipped bencfactor,
protecting him with his own body against
the bullets that still kept dropping around
the door,

At length Captain Hunter ran up at the
shonts of McDuffie, and secing the, Lleediag
form of his father’s friend, he dnshed back to
where the aseallants were, still keeping np
thelr deadly fire. *fMen 1" he shonted, * or
incaroate devils, a8 1 think ye, do you know
tbat you have murdered Francis D'Arcy ?”

'* No # said a gruff voice from the timber,

and which was soon followed by the appear-
ance of the speaker himaself, who advanced to
{ within some ten paces of the Kentnrkian—
“No! You don’t tell me that we’ve hit
old Franels D'Arcy ?
“You have, as sure a8 I stand hers, and
yonder he lice, with his white bairs all
staized with blovd. And cursed be the hand
that.ficed that shet 17

‘“ Amen |” said the man, * for that man is
myself, I believe,—if you tell me it wasn’t
the Cherokee who atood yonder by the mide
of Jamie McDuffe."
¢ The Cherokeo was not thers, And now
listen to me, mau. The Concederate Govern-
men® will have ten thousand men here before
another week is over~-and I ehall not stir
from thia vntil they come. I vew to God
that I shall never sest until I have bronght
every man concerned in this night's outrage
to punishment "

Alos! war is ot all times crael and undis-
criminating, bat civil war 18 ever the most
fiendieh in the passions that it evokes and the
destruction it works,

Still, the truth of histcry demands of us to
eay, that for oma Instance of inhumanity
called forth by our civil strife, there aren
hondred known examples of the most exalted

generoeity, ,
’ CHAPTER XXIV.
‘ "LIGET IN DARKNESS,

-The neéxt morning Lrought to Caolidge’s
form-bouse Louis D'Aroy and - his 'son,
‘andiwith them, one would have thought, all
the ‘men of Fairy Dell and  its neighbor.
bood ; indeed, all the ‘male ~popils:
tion of the swrrounding country, . For
the, news ‘of this foul .murder " had
sprend with the rapidity- of lighinlug,
and awakened in evory broast a deep fgellng’
of horrar, indignaticn ana grief. All political
differences gave way to the one overwhelming
sentiment of ragpéct for a man who was the
imperaonation of all trne. nobleness, and of
hatred of the lowless violence that bore auch
fesrfal friite'ns thege. "~ 1= - e
Over the meeting of Lonis D’Arcy with hid
children, by theside of his thurdered parent,
wo shall drop the veil., . The. calm ' and’
indomitabla . "spirit “of him .who. l3¥: “on’
the lowly cotioh of Farmer Coolidge, so'ma*,
jestio, po tnutterably bedutiful 'in, thé gleep
of -death, sesmed  to have passed -into
the bosom of his #6a. Not one revengoftil or
resentfil word éidaped Louis D’Avey liba,’

of torglveneds, iid s prayer that: no biood
&shonld ‘be’.shed ‘in’ atonement of 'l death.’
‘Besldss,. Louis. D’ Arey, knaw Héw. blarieless
shorty.anf Hoy well, prapared for tHe dread
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biog“hust be' done
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i alis™ Tead what Di
ites:-tosime,"added her tather, placinl; a
) na-lgﬁinnher hand. * 8o bs not afrald
‘\gén hat-dreadful ghost, . separation,’ but liy.
elf"!undly to poor Diego’s account of him.
...The letter to Roseran thns ;

Inbors, his perlis, his homs, and his unbound-
ed confidence, He sat now by his life-

le: ..agwsiu..,mmk.gla' ently..but.. fer:
vently; ™ that—_ they —fmight not—be™long
-tog,; -.iall

geparated..”. -.Iu,.; -his i eoul,
thought of:revenge had :died vut beneith
the mighty infinence ot the.faith he professed
g0 llnol‘erely. T N O LR
-"-In-the farthest and. darkest corner of the
room, Rose sat caressing her little sister,
‘Mary, whom noentreaties conld kéepat homs,
‘when she learned ot Roee’s arrival and:of her:
grandfather’s death. ' It was & bleased diver-
‘sion to Rosw’s intolerakle grief to pourout on
the child the pent-up mingled ‘love and grisf:
whose swelliogs, ‘at times, acemed - to- break
her heart. Poor Rose ! the sight of her grand.
father, bleeding and unconscious, had seemed
to freeze all the currents of life in soul and
body. ' She had been & mute and tearless wis.
ness of his death, while all was lamentation,
despalr, and loud anger arouud her. And
the whole remalning night, and during the
long Honrs of the early moruing, she had
stood, or knolt, or sat by the side of the insen-
#ible form so dear to her, without shedding a
tear or uttering mors than meaningless mono-
syllables. She had aaressed and soothed by
her caresses the lond grief of her younger
gisters, And the phyeician who had been
summoned to sattend to Jamie McDuffie’a
wonnd, began to entertain very serious fears
for the muoh-tried girl's reason,

But no sooner had Louis D’Arcy arrived
from Fairy Dell with Gaston and Mary, than
the latter darted into the house in quest of
Rose ; and Rose, at sight of her, uttered a
loud cry and clasped her hysterically in her
arms, while the locked-up tears gushed forth
abuudantly.

Mrs. Hutchinson and Lucy arrived justas
the mournful cortege was about to met out
for Falry Dell. Their coming,” by ecalling
forth rtill more the affiicted girls tears, re-
lieved the tio full heart, And Mrs.
Hutchinson's true motherly tenderaess,
together with Lucy’s sisterly friendahip, did
much to temper the desolation of such a com-
ing back to the dear old home.

If ever scn could be consoled by the out-
pouring of a people’s grief around the bier of
an honored psrent, and by the nnbought
demonetrations of love, gratitude, and rever-
ence toward the derd, Louls 1’Arcy
muet have felt such consolation, Were
it not for the sclemn ailence, the on.
covered heads, and the tearful eyes of hun-
dreds in the crowd, one might have deemed
the progress toward [airy Dell a trinmphal
pageant, . -

Alas, no clergyman of Franzis D’Arcy’s
own faith was near at hand in that calamitons
period to perform the smblime service of the
Chuarch before committing ¢‘ the Patriarch
of the Hills” to his last resting-placo hers
below. But during the two days and nights
that the body bad to be exposed to the venera.
tion of the people far and near, the little
chapel near the rmine of the Manor
House waer never empty of those to
whom the dead had been the truest of
friends, and who now repaid him in.the way
of all he prized most dearly,—in prayera for
his eternal repose sent up in that same chapel
he had built for them.

lu it they buried him, eurrocunded by thon-
sands of sorrowing hearts, His life had been
devoted, and his words ond examples had
mightily contributed to spreading among
them the secds of true brotherly charity, His
untimely death, moro than all the eloquence
; of such a life, now brought their souls to-
gether again. Over his grave they resolved
that, come what might, they shculd not be
divided by warring factions, From ihathour
no more midnight outrages disgraced the
county and its people. Even when Confeder
ates and Federals poured alteraately up and
down their valleyr, no man of the country-
folk worried his neighbor because that neigk-
bor differed from him in his politica! lean-
inge.

On the mourners, too, fell that sweet and
healing comfort which arises from the deep
conviction of the worth of him they mourned.
The beatific vision that shed its aplendors
on his soul just as the veil of this mortality
was about fo be withdrawn tor him, became
o blissfunl reality to their minds' eye,—dimly
but surely discerned through the mista which
try our faith, The spiritual world has most
wondrous analogies with the world of scnse;
the tree wounded even to the heart will
hasten to cover the woand with balm from
its own vital substance, and over the place
where the axe bas lopped off the branch
nature will hasten to spread a covering that
will preserve the trumk from the unkind
air, the ocold wind, or the excessive heat
Even the moil rent by the earthquake or
seared by the lava stream, once the destroy-
ing force has ceased, will soon be closed up
by nature's loving agencies, snd clothed anew
with green grass aud waving.corn,

So, on Lounis D'Arcy and the dear ones
once more united :in his ruined and widowed:
Jhome, Heaven shed the soothing and healing
influences that enatle the heart to bear, and
the will:to. apply -itself anew to life’s:labor
and.all:its charitfes, . ; ... . ..

.1 4¢T have a letter from Mexico for you, my
“darling;" Lionis D’Arcy said to- Rose on the
morning after': the funeral. ** Should you
‘like to-read ibmow 7 5 - < o v
<% Judge fot' e, JesTest pupa;' sha repiled.
“ Tg not out presént grief too eadred to allow
gg’a’ﬁ such affectioris a8 tnis -to” intrnde-upon
TR 2GR T R A S T o,

2% No, - my cohild,” : her - father: aaids.~** A
-visit from thie Count de Lebrija‘himuelf; were
-hd Bear at hand, would:-be a duty instead-of,

Bx intrugion;” vt Lo TISL YL I0 ]
“+1'%% Oh, papa,”:she exclaimed; throwing her:
tarms round bis neok, ** why should'I.encour::
‘age suoh-an attachment, when .I -feeli.that I
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-utter misery. away.from you now,. - And am I.
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. * Yapreree, MEx1co, May 3, 1562,
“ Misé Bbs‘r,‘-’—'Mi’de"nﬁ.s’ﬁd'inﬁore% Lady :
re=tiFo-youn. reveredafather. I have. given
many detalls concerning my journey scross
the-Atlantio, dvid the7 tgnnlt of my:minsjon-to
}?&w gay ybn.t}lithmk
: i EX IR

Mexico. To you'I mus
‘of the e.onntryygzheﬁio % 4 £ 00
. Thia place -:—6 ® {0 !ﬂzmoﬁ beadtifal [
‘have ever sedir-inabout-fifty nlilés south of
the Oity of Mexico, in a country that vividly
reminde one of Audalusis, with its white
‘housés embowered in orange-groves, and its
numerous  plantations . of ' eugar-cune, My
kinsman, the Duke of Montelaone (the linea]
-descendant of Cortes) formerly possessed
‘large eatates in these valleys, and we also had
oan interest in them, So you ses that I kag 5
per‘min;l :mnﬁ;e in cqgni:{;g here,

© .41 have endedvored, in my rapid jour

to Mexioo, to study the aspect ot -?he !:oun‘::;
with. an eye of love. - Most, of the diy.
tricts  in the. Table-Land, the valley
of ‘Mexico itself, and’ such ' districiy
as - that from which I npow write
to you, have impreased themselves so faror-
abiy on me,—a native of Andilusia,—that I
beliave God designed Moxico o be the para-
dise of America. Why it is not the most
prosperous, powerfnl, and happy country on
this side of the Atlantic you may beat learn
from your honored grandfather, whose varied
learning and extraordinary wisdom I
cease not to admire since I left Ronda, For
I find that on European affairs as well as on
Amerioan’ politics and social guestions, he
has tanght me more in a few honra® conversa.
tion, than I could have learned by long study
or by intercourse with statesmen., Thess
study the science of concesling the trus
condition of thiogs in Church and State;
he, on the contrary, lays bare to the cye of a
child the causes of public discontent az well
s the proper remedies for national disorders.

‘¢ In this country-—designed to besan earth-
ly paradise—men’s passions have marred,
anl still conlinue to mar, the bountifol pur-
pose of the Cremtor. I do not wender
at the enthusiasm which led Cortés, with
hiz little band of heroic scldiers, to at-
tempt and achieve the conguest of gucha
glorious land—most glorious, especially, as it
must bave been in his day.. And I now caun
ndmire.still more the far-sighted wisdom that
prompted him—when he had become the un.
disputed master—to take sach large and
libsral measires for promoting the religious
interests.of the natives, as well as the material
proaperity of the country itself, -

* What a calamity i¢ has been for Ameiica
that the jealous,:aelfish, and narrow-minded
polioy of the kings of Spain and their imme-
diatu connselors .served only to thwart tue
lofty polioy of such menas Cortés and Colum-
bus, and to substitute the domination of one
race over another to the raole cf Christian
brotherheod snd cquality, which these great
men centemplated ! What o pity for Spain,
as well as for America, that the welfare and
greatness of our magnificent transatlantic
empire shonld bave been sacrificed by
the government of Madrid to the false
and fatal policy of metropolitan supremacy !

“ Had we been more Christisn in our trent
ment of the native Indian populations in the
beginniog, as well as of them snd the native-
born Spanish pepulations afterward, there
had been no hatred of the mother-country, vo
revolt againet cruel mierule and erying mono-
polies, no angry passions eroused agninst the
Uburch and her posscesions | But your rov.
ered grandfather can explain to you in detaii
what I here only indicate Lricfly.

“You wished to see me in the mussien
which I undertock to Mexieo, serving, to the
best of wy ahility, the causaof religion ns
well as the interests of Spain, 1 have not
beex_l slow to poroeive that the interests of
Spain are in no wise connected with tho pres-
ent war, declared by the French Emperor
(not by France berself, i am convinced,)
against this most unhappy conntry,

“And I am now—after seeing with my
own eyes and hearing with my own eara on
th‘e spot—iree to confees that Semer Francis
D'Aroy was right in his estimate of the

olicy cf what is called here the * Church
arty, and of the probsble result of their
alllance with a foreign and half.infidel power.

"h_llrsmon, who was described to us, at
Madrid and Paris end Vienna and London,
an the all powerful ohief of the Casholic con-
servatives—the  great msjority of the na-
tion, we were led ¢5 bal'eve—is but very lit-
tle of & general, and nothing atall of a states-
man, As to the conservative majority—if,
indeed, it can be called such—It is made up
of fragments that can never be made to unite
and to act together. They, too, have their
riva] military and civil leaders, whom no
sincere love either for their country or for
its religiows interests can induce to act in

concert, The victories achieved on
any point of the national territory
by one-‘of their leaders are rem-

dered useless by the revolt or defection of
hig rivals, Miramon wes triumphant a shork
time ginos ; to-day, he can’ only look to the
favor or - active - support ‘of the invadiog
French- forces for any power or.position in
his: own ‘country, which, at: the present me-
ment, he ia forbidden- to enter, . Senor Al-
sonte and his assgoiate emissaries to Europs,
now tho Frencli flag is- unfurled.on Mexican
goil, will be ueéd ng'instiuments by Napoleon
and his generals, 'and- broken-.or’ cast aside
the. mombent“they ceasze . to be docile to the
hand of the master. S H

serve-Spain-nor" Mexieo, sieither benefit the

approving or abetting the ambitious or absurd
projeotd of ‘& Evropenri‘sovereign, ‘who favors
‘Yevolution in Ttaly while fepreesfag oonatitc-
' tidnal :liberty <in" Frante; and who promises
Mexican ‘churchinen ‘to-sve their rights 5o

atored, while he s in open league with Cavour
-and Mazzini to-deatroy; root and branoh, the
:Churoh establishment in Italy, 2 - .

¢+ As to'the people themselves, "I~ have I
‘the rospeot paid: by the- Spanishi race, _thhv
Yofore and since the Yevolution, to’ the rights
*of the conquered ‘population; anevidence ©

vrhat - thieir W religion “ puiposed doin
‘;‘W’ouldl ‘oertalnly <hdve:acgomplished,

‘degigds ofvpHeitiand; ttsslondry, 11i ' -
0944 [y thie United Btateniyou have driven
Fi* destioydd Yo “ywie;cilors- b
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S*I-have- discovered- 'tb"a.t I .' gonld neither .

'MexloanChurch zigr thie Mexican people, by

‘spected ond - their "confiscated property 1@ -
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if_the
é‘q’nfldday of ldbal governore'andsthe roupidity -
of Janded? 'Wﬁé'ﬂﬁi‘ﬂ.‘&hewlﬂm-mﬂ"met-‘:
‘chdnts: hadédioth alwsyssotnterasted the
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