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turning oer the plans of some boises in our
borough, and I came upon the plan of a hou4e
that E happened te lkiein. The plan was a bit
old and wotn, but I was extremely interested.
I had lived in the bousd for some years, but I
had never seen a plan. Bat there it was. It show-
cd such and sncb an air space, windows in such
a position, and se on. I thought a good deal
mre of the house afterwards bactuqe I had
sean the plan, you know. I am in the Church
of England, and I turn over the New Testament
and the pages of early history, and I find the
plan of the very building that I live in. I was
in the building before I had seen the plan, but
t was very much interrsted. when I found the
plan with Bishops, priests, and deacons, an 1 the
other features ni the building drawn out by
hands that were Divine. I believe in the building
because it flts the plan and because the plan fits
the building.

Anotber point. I am a Churchran because
I believe in'unity, and I fini at bottom a greater
amount of unity in he Church of England tivan in
aiyi otherreligi jus oganization in England. Why?
You say.' You dilfer pretty freelv, you chap ,
Very likely, but at bottom, on the fundarnen-
tal, wC are at one. I had the honour and pieu-
sure ofdinin with your Biýhop to-day. I do
not know which I enjoyed most, the dinner or
the lovely way in which it was laid. The fl-ow-
ors were so beautiful and the soft light upon the
table and the fruit and that-it was very lovely.
But I do not get the strength which enables me
to speak to you from the beauty of the table.
I get it froin the food that I ate. Il I had gone
to the home of one of you workingmen and you
had invited me te dinner, and we had gone and
sat down in the back kitchea together, and
your wife had spread a clean tablocloth over
the deal table and put down some bread and
Djvonshire butter and a cup of tea and a rasher
of bacon, I should have enjoyed the dinner par-
haps as much and got as much nutrimen t trom
it though it was simpler in the surroundings
and the appointments. Of course I am only just
a simple layman, but I may prefer a certain
amount of surroundings and appointments in
connection with a service. This is a matter of
preference; the fundamental food is the prayer,
the creed, the faith. 1 get that in the Church of
England, and you cannot touch it. We depend
npon the food, the prayers, the creeds, the sacra.
monts. Ail those things about which we differ
are simply the laying of the table, the non.esson-
tials. The big part, the food that helps me to
live a true, a pure life, are in the Church inde-
pendently of the other things.

I am a Churchman because te me the Church
is a unity. Remem ber that soon alter the Dock-
ers' Union was formed I had the honour of being
President of a large branch of ovor three
thousand mon down by the Victoria Docks,
and the question was raised that the dockers
should have one executive and one simple fand.
J opposed it and the mon down our district
opposed it. Tbey thought it botter te kop
their own funds and jusl be a braneh. One of
the mon, Tom, came down to sec me in my
dining-room, Tom held up to me an ideal of
unity and showed what a rani trade union might
b where the strong could iot trample down
the weak. Because ho was a brother member
of bis union ho would stand by him, and ho
said that there would not be struggling and
pushing and driving. It was a beautiful ideal
of unity, and as Tom held up te me that ideal,
I said, ' Tom, take your fund. Strike out my
name froin this branch. Thora must be unity
if there is to bo power.' As Tom's voice dies
away I pause. I want te take you to another
scene. I want te taire vo down th years that
are gone. Thore in an upper room in Jerusalem
are gathered a handful of men, men whose
brows are kait, whose hearts are beating for
foar, but they cannot tell why,and there is One
k-aClugin their midst. Isiten te 4im, It i

the Christ of God. Hear Fis prayer. 'Neither
pray for those alone, but for those alse which
shalt blievo on Me thr»ngh their word, that
they ail m:ty be one; as Thon, Father, art iii
Me and t in Thee. that they may also be one
in Us, that the world may believe that Thou
hast sont Ne. And the glory which Thon
gavest Me I have given tham that they may be
one, aveu as We are One.' Oh, the .oneness of
the oenness of Christ and God. It is indis-
soluble. And Christ wants me to be as noar to
Christ as He is. Turn from the upperehamber
in Jerusalem and look out, and what do yeu
see to day ? Christendon in fragments. I ask
you, ils ttit the ideal that Christ prayed for and
yearnea oor ? Too often there is competition.
And do you not think that very often competi-
tion means ad ulteration ? I mean this. I have
noticed in seme of the smaller chapels that the
mon whom they have to be satisfied with as
their leaders, though they are good, oarnest
men, are cssentially intellectu:lly weak men.
They arc not the mon vho ean give the biggest
and the best thoughts to Lhe poor man. I do
not want to boast aout the (iburch, but I do
suggcst that wC pat in the slnm and the village
mon of hih oducation and of bigh culture and
of standing. Wuc want to give the best te the
porest as well as the Lest to the richest. Then
again, I belong to the Churct because of its su1l-
ciency to produce the highe o Jna cf spiritual life.
Some o you men Who have not loued at your
Prayer boks for a good long wbile, would you
mmid taking them down when you go home to-
nîght ? and if any o you have net got one ask
the nearest Churchman to lend you bis. Hle
will bo very glad to do so. I was talking te a
man who had left the Church and joined the
Salvation Army because, as ha said, 1I eau gat
an inspiration for a higher life.' I opened my
Prayer-book and tied him down to tLe baptis-
mal vow. * There,' I said, you swear unto liae's
end yo will tight the worid, the flash, and the
devil, and be Christ's soldier.' Wticre eau you
gat a higher consecration than that ? And then
your confirmation ratified what Lad been said.
And there is your Holy Communion resolution.
What are you saying every 3unday morning ?
How it inspires us. Now, you dear men who
want to get to a higher spiritual life, JisLen to
me. Do you know anyuhing capable of pro-
ducing a higher life than this-· We hore pre-
sent unto Taee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls,
and bodies to be a reasonable, holy and lively
sacrifico?' Did Vou ever stand beforo Dûre's
picture of ' The artye ?' That was swifi mur-
tyrdom. He is hurlitd into the arena. There
is one weak cry of agony, and the martyr is
dead. Ours is a living acrifdee, day in, day
out; week in, week out; year in, year out; and
we do net mcet it with a pale and quivering
and shrinking face, but we mee iL with a smile
for the glory that is set bofore us, the glory of
sacrificing yourself for somebody elee. Have
yon not caught that glory ? Have net you done
something for seme por sbivering child, and
the httle one Las gine away too quickly to
thank you, te spend the money ? You have
talked te the drunkard and got him to be a
sobur man, and you hve scen him going on day
after day and month after month clîmbing back
te tbe padestal of dignity ha stood upon before,
and his wife bas taken you by the hand, and
said. •Tbanîk God for what yon have done.
You could net have givon me money, but yon
have givon me back the man I love.' Is not
that one of the joys cf self-sacrifice ? I find all
the inspiration for sucb deeds as those in my
Caurch and my Church service.

'lhn I am a Churchman because I find that
the liturgical forn of service of the ChUrch is free
of the nwods of the miniter. Yet, there Ï8 a great
dieal ii that. I retuember goitg unue wiuh uy
fathor, who l a dimsenter. to a eiapel te near a
celebrated preacher whom my father very
m-nuh wanted me to har. IL was about a

month after f had corne home with my wife
from my honeymoon. AU life was briglht andi
beautiful to me. I bad just married the woman
whom I had chosen out of ail the reaim of
womanhood te be my wife. I had sntrted in
business, and life was stretching out before me
very beautifully. I had lived on the mountain
top for the last few weeks. and I went up to
that chapel with my heurt full of jr. I wantcd
te thank God. Iwanfed to sing. I wanted to
rush te Rim like a little child wouli go te his
father. Who had given hlim some prosent. and
say, ' Thank you. faber; I am so happy.' J
went with my father to the chapel, and the
minister came into the pulpit, poor man-
straight from a bedroom whore he Lad left his
darling child dying-straigh t from the cham ber
of sickness and death. IL was his only child.
The music of bis life seemed toe ho going out,
and the whole service was sadness and gloon.
The first opening prayer.lai us to Gothsemane,
and ail the while through the praver, the
hymn, the sermon, it was oe deep wrestling- to
say ' Thy will be done.'

We were all dominatoi by the mood of the
man, and I went back Lgain and th"ught 'That
is bai.' Fere are men, busy al thie wck
throngh, with littile time to sparefor quiet com.
munion with God. The only quiet hoer i hey
get in the savon days is the ona fhey get on the
Sunday morning. IL is an all-precions lime.
Soon the. will bie back rgin in ihe strifo and
storm o? tcmptation, facing the sorrows ant dis-
appointraents of life, and that ii the one time
they get for inspiration and hope, and it is an
awful thing if the man up there ik to dominate
tlhem by the mood that le happens to ho in. S,
I say we are indopendent of the mnod of the
minister. I happotel to gi to ehurch he Sun-
day morning alter K-ir Iarlhe was reiuriod
for our constituuency in West Ham. The clery-
man was in an awful tem per. I would not have
Med him fer aunythitg in the vostry alono iht
day. le began Lheservice, and it wont on.
He could only pelt at us from the pînlpit. That
was al]. We werc independent of his angor.
He could not touch the prayers-Le could not
touc the Psaims. He could1 not if hi wantedi
to. 11e could not touch the Ctmuinnion Service,
with all its help and ail its beauty, becanse with
a litur-ical service and the way ii whieh oLr
Churcl service is arranged we aro independet
of the mood of the man who Las te irnister te
us.

Then I am a miember of the Clurcih of Eng-
land because of its position. I blieve iL te bo the
greatest power-or ratier, il has tLe capablity
of becoming the greatesit pIover-for proucing
religions force in our lard te-day. I feCl that
very strongly. I say that the CLrci hIs the
power and capacity of becoming the producti vo
and driving force of the religious life of to-day
in a way thut no other organizntion can be. AIl
thesa social movoments are going to bc no gooi
at ail unless you can put them upon a roal re-
ligious basis. We have our faults, very likely.
A man came to my bouse te Lune mty piano the
other day. It was awfully out of tune. The
notos had rn lown ail through, but whiet ho
came and tried the piano ho did not say Lo it,
' You have a lot of faults, and Ishall have noth-
ing to do with you.' Hlo tuned it up until .
rang out beautiful music, andi when i saiv bini
at work I thouglt, 'That is what 1 havo got to
do. Hare is a clergymun who is not :doing bis
duty. iere is a layman not qutite up te the
mark. I want te try to tone thum up so thal
they may bring out beautiful musie.' - You are
frittering your time away wh -n you might bo
doing botter. This is the work uhai lie, boora
us. Lei us soi to work and tonu otie another up
until our lives ring oui one grot3 big tI Li f
music, inspirina and e nhblinig Li os with whom
we corne ito coutact so that their lives may be
better beause we live."


