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in the same relation ae man’s body does to his
own personal eelf, and {herofore any one who
is truly connccted with Christ Himsolf. Be-
cauxe the nnion between Christ and His Church
is so real that they make up a single entity,
being the very fulness of His incarnate life.
She is the present and future organism of
Christ’'s completo Self, through which He mani-
fests the richness of s own exalted life.
As Christ had a spiritual body in which He is
manifested to Celestial beings, so He hasa mys-
tical body by which He represents IHimself to
mon. Feeling thus we ean not give up an
fiold without depriving the people of that fuller
if and blessed union with their Divine Re-
deemer.—Spokane Churchman,

LAY CO-OPERATION.

(CHURCH CYCLOPEDIA,)

In order to obtain a correct and definite iden
of the proper work of Laymen in the Church
and the best methods of performing it wo must
first clearly understand tho relative positions of

=clorgy and luity.

Under the Roman, or Hierarchical, idea of
tho constitution of the Church the laity have by
right neither voice nor oflicein her,  Theclergy
aro tho Church, and they only are the working
clement, except in so far as they may assign
cortnin duties to her lny members, which aro to
bo performed entirely under clerienl control and
direction. Under what may be termed “the
Congregational” iden, on the other hand, the
lnity are the Church,and form tho authoritative
and working element, the clergy being selectod
and sot apart by them for tho dulies of preach-
ing and of various public and private ministra-
tions,  Under both theso systems of organiza.
tion an immonse work has beon done nnd is
doing for the canso of religion and tho exten-
sion of its inflnences,  But for o true test of the
corvectnoss of these ideas we must look not to
their practical results in thix divection, but to
the porition in which, respectively, they placo
iho clerieal order, as compnred with the position
held by that orderin the Apostolic and Post-
Apostolic Chureh, By such comparison we find
that the clergy ave in the fivst cane unduly ex-
alted oveor the luity, and in the second unduly
dograded : and that conszequently in both cases
the proper balanco of co-operative eflort is de-
stroyed and the efliciency of such effort neces
sarily impairod, Ilence neither of these cnses
enn bo correct, and just in proportion to the in-
fluence and direction given by either to lay co-
operation its practicsl usefulness must be los-
gencd. In the urganization of The Church as
displayed in the New Tostnment wo find that
clorgy and laity ave essential, inseparable, inte-
grant parts of an organism possessing funciions,
rights, and responsibilities, some in common and
some distinet and peculiar, but all necessarily
co-operative to & common end, namely, the
manifestation of ““the Truth s itis in Jesus,”
and the salvation of mankind through its in-
strumentality.  All baptized Christians who aro
not Apostles, Preaby ters, or Deacons constitute
the luy clement, and are recognized by the
Aportolic wri ers as co-workers with them to-
wards theobjects of The Chureh's organization,
Under the Anglican system these principles nre
distinetly and prominontly recognized, and they
aro tho underlying and directing principles of
all efliciont and correct methods of lay co-opera-
tion,

The Church being an organization as well as
an organism, of courso organization is ossential
to tho full efficioncy of all hor work; but we
must remombor that a most valuable and practi-
cul work ean be done by laymen acting as in-
dividuals ; and upon the conviction of individual

Christian responsibility. If this responsibility,
which rests upon all baptized persons, were

*more generally recognized the labors of theo

clergy would not, perhaps, be lightened, but
would cortainly be immensely more fruitful,
Nothing c¢an he more obstructive to the exten-
¢gion of The Church’s work and the accomplish-
ment of her great mission than the iden that
the laity are merely receivers of benefits which
she brings; and on the other hand nothing
would more offectively increase her efficiency
than the practical recognition of the fact that
membership in her entails the obligation to work.
The field for this kind of lay co-operation is al-
most without limit in every parish, and extends
over almost evory relation of life. The careful
teacking of children and servants; the great
effort to lead others to Confirmation or to at-
iendance on public worship; systematic atten-
tion to the poor and to strangers; the habit of
giving to the clergy all information which may
bo uxeful in directing their labors,—these and
innumerable other methods which will suggest
themselves come under the class of unorganized
luy co-operation. Butwhilo all these things are
helpful and necessary, their efficiency may be
vastly increased and strengthened by proper
orgunization, and this orgunization should ex-
tend through the whole rystem of The Church.
Wo find it exemplified tirst in the Goneral Con-
ventinn, where the laity form & most important
clement in the legislative zuthority, as well as
in matters pertaining to general tinanzial ad-
ministration. While ccclesiastical luw is a dis-
tinet system differing from civil law in its ap-
plication and details, yot the same general
pvinciples underlio all law, and it is of the ut-
most importance that minds thoroughly formed
by legal training and oxperience, and proved
by the test of suceess, should take partin the
fruming of a legul system which is to be in-
forced upon and fur tho benetit of laymen as
woll a8 of clergymen.  Hence the careful study
of Canon Law by curnest laymen of legal know-
ledge and experience opens up a most useful
field of co-operation, Again in all business af-
fuirs tho laity can render most cfficient service,
as woll as in the Diocese and Parish as in the
(ieneral Church.  Apart entirely from spirvitual
concerns, but absolutely necessury to the main-
tenance of that organization by which they aro
administered, there is o great amount of busi-
ness detail which the clergyman, however com-
petent, eannot attond to without serious hinder-
anco Lo his more peculinr work. These detuils
are exuctly the same as pertain to all scenlar
business, and must bo conducted with the samne
aceuracy, promptuess, and fidelity, and upon
precisely tho samo principles.  Vestries espe-
cinlly wmay co-opefate with their Rector’s most
citiciently by observing the name business habits
and rules in connection with parish matters us
they do in those of banking or commercial
houses, or of any other business covporations,
Their meetings should be regular and conducted
by parliamentary usage and law.  The in
come and oxpenditure of the parish should be
collected and dishursed with the most zealously
aceurate care; and the books of the tressurer
should show the same oxuactness as those of the
cashier of u bank. All parish property should
be kept fully insured and in good repair and
order,  All subseriptions nnd pew rents should
be promptly collected and all salaries promptly
puid.  No debt shoald be incurred unless pro
vision be made betarehand for its proper pay-
ment when due,  Vestrymen and parish ofticers
should be selected solely on the ground of their
active interest in the Church and their thorough
titnoss for thodutios to bo performed, and should
be required to perform diligontly all that they

undertuke.

Without sach administration behind him a
clergyman is as helpless as the captain of aves-
sel whose crow and engineers are incompetent
or negligent of their duties, and there is no form
or method of lay co-operation which is more

practical or more eseential to the progress and
welfare of the Church, But to reach this point
of efficiency a vestry must be truly representa-
tive of the congregation, and that can be the
case only where the congregation maintain an
active interest in the parish as work for which
they are responsible, keeping themselves in-
formed of its affairs and using their right of
suffrage with the same diligence which they
would exercize in regard to a bank or railroad
in which they might be stockholders, A parish
s0 conducted, with an active and earnest rector
at its head, supported and upheld by its laity,
and encouraged by the assurance of their cheer-
ful and hearty co-operation, will surely illustrate
all the poseibilities open to it for the perform-
ance of the Lord’s work.

(To be Continued.)
PRONOUNCED MEN.

We sometimes bear it said that men should
not be ‘‘pronounced.” Newman at one stage
of his carcer taught what ho called the “ Angli-
can Via Media,” but this i8 not what is meant,
To be pronounced does not forbid the extreme
and oven violent statement of opinions that are
popular. These may be put forward with all
the aid of the most forcible rhotoric; on this
side you may be as pronounced as you pleasc;
indeed you cannot be too pronounced. The ob-
jectionable form of being pronounced arises
when criticism is ventured and offored respect-
ing some popular opinion; then it bocomes a
very bad affair indeed. This matter deserves
looking into. The pronounced man ought to be
prepared to give and take; but he is not; he
will only give and not take, He claims his own
right to use language that is strong even to vio-
lenco, though he is frequently fluent without
fertility, vehement without force ; and sophisti-
cal without art; but, when criticism is offered,
e becomes alarmed and annoyed and exclaims
that his opponent is pronounced; it does not
seem to occur to him to examine what_he is
himself. For example, you will find a man
writing about * the fiction of Baptismal Re-
goneration,” and * the figment of Apostolic
Succession,” who becomes quite displeased when
this language is resented by another to whom
it appeurs very irreverent; and he at once says,
oh, he is such an extremo man, he believes, in
the sncramental grace, he is such a pronounced
man ho believes in the validity of orders. But
who began this? Who provoked the discus-
sion; is there to beno fair play ?  For our own
part we do not object to pronounced men, who
have the courage of their opinions, whatever
these may be; beciuse propounced men are
honest men ; they have nothing to hide. Of
course it is much easier to be a pronounced man
on the popular side ; for being pronounced under
such circumstances entails not only no suspicion
or odium, but secures popular applause and ad-
miration. The pronounced man, as it is gen-
erally understood, is the man who has the cour-
agro of his opinions, though they are not popu-
lar. But why not let him have a fair field and
no favor ?  ife is nnt deceitful or disingenuous;
oven people who differ from him admit he is not
consulting his own personal interest ; he is not
dangerous in the sense that people who say one
thing and believe and mean another are dan-
gerous, Another point to be rememberod is
that u certain element of pronouncement is an
element of progress, The milk and water men;
the men who alternately blow hot and cold, who
prescribe ice and order it to be warmed, make
1o convertsand arouse no enthusiasm.  St. Paul
was a very pronounced man; 8o was St. At
hanasius; so was St. Jerome; so was Luther;
$0 is every one who makes anything like a deep
and lasting mark on his own and succeeding
ages. Let us then be candid in oyr nse of the



