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the centre of the mining communities, thus enabling
the miners to attend classes in the evening, while
engaged at their ordinary work during the day.
The course is both theoretical and practical, com-
prising geology, mineralogy, chemistry as applied
to minerals, the testing of minerals by wet pro-
cesses, assaying, metallurgy and the use of the
The professors at these schools are
men of the highest qualifications, all of whom were
selected for their rare knowledge and experience.
The Victoria schools are independent establish-
ments, having no connecticn with any seat of learn-
ing, though well equipped for the object in view.
The Otago (N.Z.) school is affiliated with the
University of Otago. Though some of the pro-
fessors are honour men of British Universities, the
most of them are New Zealanders who have ac-
acquired their practical knowledge on the spot. In
Canada, though there are good science courses con-
nected with our leading universities, we have as yet
no school of mines. The Ontario Commission is
in favour of a scheme similar to that of New
Zealand for their own province. Doubtless, if
Ontario led the way, the other provinces would find
it to their interest to imitate its example; but the
question arises, whether it is not to the Dominion
Government that such an undertaking properly

pertains.

OUR ENTERPRISE.

With this issue of the DOMINION ILLUSTRATED
we enter upon the third year of the undertaking.
It was begun hopefully, with the assurance that an
enterprise whose very name implied its patriotic
and fruitful purpose would commend itself to every
Canadian who desired the advancement of his
country’s best interests and; wished its reputation
for all that gives it worth and prestige in the eyes
of the world to be placed upon a proper footing.
When our first number was issued, our Dominion
had just come of age. Its development during the
twenty-one years of its career as a federation had
been in many ways remarkable. But the details of
its progress, the wondrous variety of its resources,
the distinctive features of its great natural divisions,
and its wealth of beautiful and sublime stenery
were but little known, even to its own inhabitapts,
much less to the world at large. The impulse had,
however, been given to intelligent inquiry. Thou-
sands of persons in our own land, and a large
number beyond its limits were curious to learn
whatever could be ascertained concerning this
Northland of the New World. There is not a
province or district in this vast area that has not
its own peculiar claims to attention. The older
portions have a history, within the domain of
civilization, of more than a quarter millennium.
Even the comparatively new territories have annals
and traditions—not without romance some of them,
while all of them are of historic moment—that take
our thoughts very far from the present. Our east-
ern, western and northern shores have associations
with some of the grandest movements of the last
four centuries, while the interior has traces, even in
its names, of the strivings and struggles of valiant
men of many races. To illustrate by pen and
picture a land so pregnant with manifold interest
was a task in which we were proud to engage.
Nor has the issue of our adventure been wholly dis-
appointing. We have received from many sources,
as well from our own people as from their kindred
beyond sea and from kindly sympathizers of other
allegiance, expressions of approval and encourage-
ment that we highly prize. If, as yet, the financial
support has not kept pace with these testimonies of
good will, there is nothing in the fact to excite
much surprise.. Those who have had experience
of such publications in Canada are well aware that
to build up a successful periodical demands several
years. In due time, patience would undoubtedly
be rewarded and generous outlays would bring
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convinced, the DOMINION ILLUSTRATED IS destined
to attain. But to_that end we must ask for not
merely sympathy, but co-operation. . If the Cana-
dian people are proud enough of their own country
to assist in making it known to the world, the

DOMINION ILLUSTRATED gives them an opportunity
of doing so. We appeal to them once more to
avail themselves of that opportunity.

PAST AND FUTURE.

In the nature of things Dominion Day suggests
both a retrospect and a forecast. Two years ago
our federation celebrated its coming of age. In
two years more it will be commemorating its
quarter-centennial.  Twenty-three years constitute
but a small period in the life of one of the
old-world nations, like France or England. But
on this continent, where but one commonwealth
can boast an independent existence of more than
a century, the standard of duration is necessarily
different. Institutions which to our kinsmen be-
yond sea may appear modern, have with us
acquired the flavour of antiquity. And certainly
judged by what it has brought to pass, the:
period of the federal régime may claim some
share of the honour that is deemed due to length
of years. It has, indeed, been an important—in
some respects, a very critical—period all the world
over. There is not one of the great divisions
of the earth’s surface that it has not more or
less materially reconstructed, while at the same time
1t has modified their intercourse with each other
to an extent that even the most sagacious or
sanguine could hardly have predicted. In these
great changes Canada has been no merely passive
spectator.  Directly or indirectly the creation
of the Dominion has affected the destiny of
the entire British Empire, and of all the countries
that have relations with it. In the motherland
it has cpmpleted the revelation in colonial ad-
ministration, of which Lord Durham’s report
was the signal. It has radically altered the
principles and the tone of the Home Government
in dealing with the colonies. The tenderness
with which the claims of the Western Australians
to which we referred some time ago, were dealé
with by the British Government and Parliament
shows how completely the old Downing Streeé
system has become obsolete. For this disposition
on the part of the metropolis to regard the
colonies, not only as self-governing communities
but as virtually on a par with the people oE’
the Umted Kingdom as members of the Empire
Canada can justly claim no small share of credit,
The battle for colonial emancipation was first
fought out in these provinces. Confederation
crowned the victory of responsible government
and gave birth to a power, to a practically in-
dependent nation, and set up for all the rest
of T.arger Britain an example of fully developed
colonial life which, with more or less success [c))u
distant kinsmen are beginning to follow. o
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